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the ar” man had a hits 7 in view Gr kb ? 


daughter-in-law, ſuppoſed to be worth a 


hundred thouſand pounds at leaſt. Mere- 
dith thought her Ladvyſhip's title might 


help to reconcile the old fellow tg the 
match : Clement was afraid not ; he was 
more Avyariclous tha ambitious. 


«© Oh, faith, there is a ſpice of both in 


his diſpoſition,” replied the Baronet, If 
your Lordſhip's daughter, for example, 
was old enough, I will be bound he would 


adviſe Hugh to think of a titled wife.” 


„What a pity her youth ſhould deprive 


her of all hopes of ſuch a ſplendid alli- 
ance !” ſaid Meredith; © Lat I think, upon 


the whole, Sir Jeremy, you are very for- 
tunate he is not your rival in the widow's 


good graces ; he em ſupplanted you 
in thoſe of Lady Dy.” 


« Oh! I am obliged to him in that re- 


ſpect ; I ſhould ſoon have been off if he had 
not trod fo cloſe upon my heels. She did 


not improve upon acquaintance 3 ; now the 
. widow 


<< Oi tu rm _V 


— 


fools of them; and they end, by — 
worſe than fools of us. ſometimes.” 


BLLESMERBY = 3 


widow does: and as ſhe don' t want money, 
why ſhe would be a fool if ſhe did not take X 
me 1n preference to. Hugh Parry but if 
ſhe was to refuſe me to-morrow, by tſje 
Lord it would not give me a moment un- 1 
ea lines 955 Tek 

« All bravado E ai Me. edith; * 
know you would be ſeriouſly hurt.” | 
„ ſhould have more reaſon to rejoice, 
perhaps,” was the anſwer; © and I am ſure 
it ſhe was to ſay, No, I ſhould think ſo,” 

« We ſhall ſee when it comes to the 
trial,” ſaid Clement. 

The Baronet ſwore no woman upon earth & | 
was worth half the pains ſome men took — 4 
to gain them. © We begin by making 


Clement coloured, and turned to one or 
the windows. 


Meredith had previouſly cautioned sir 
1 to be upon his guard before the Earl, | 
8 and 


{ 


5 
% 
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and now gave him a look he . 
that made him revert in ſo ridiculous a 
manner to Lady Diana“ meatmentof himſelf, 
which he enumerated .;; upport of his laſt 


aſſertion, that Clement joined in Meredith's 


mirth, and the 3 dropped. 


"Two "iy IR BY: Baronet made his 


appearance at the caitle, before the family 
had done breakfaſt. 


— 


« ] = come to beg both you, young 
gentlemen, will with me joy,” were his firſt 


words. 
„What, have you ſtolen a SEED "ah aſked 


Meredith. 


«No, letter than that; I have _ 3 
rival l- Not Hugh Parry; a daſhing 3 
ronet, Sir Charles Groveſby, who ſtands 
four ſeet five inches in his ſhoes ; dreſſes 
Oh Lord, he outdoes you, my Lord, and 
you, Edwin, all to nothing; rides a blood 


horſe, talks of leaping five-barred gates 


upon the wing. and drives the moſt jemmy 
Phæton 


ELLESMERE: e 


— 


phæton and fx long-tailed brown ponies 


you ever ſaw; —his poſtillion is as flaming 


as himſelf, and a! 1is other ſervants are 


belaced from ſhow. r ro flank ;—beſides he 


has a reputed ſix thouſand a year No 
what chance will Pill 9 ſtand do . 


think . 4 
„Why if Mrs. Cleteme t is fond of 


pigmies, or ponies, hone at all op ' replied 


Meredith. | : 
But has ſhe been long acquainted wizh : 
this little hero ME 1 ie; 


« He is an intimate acquaintance of het 


brother” 85 1 underſtand, IF replied: Sir Jeremy; 3 


« however, joking apart, if the prefers a 


man to a dwarfiſh fop, why I have nothing 


to fear. He is all anxiety to get introduced 


to your Lordſhip, (looking at the Marquis) 


and to you, my Lady; but the Graftons 


do not ſeem inclined to humour him ; nay, 
Mrs. Cleremont told him, in my hearing, 
if he knew his own intereſt, he would not 
wiſh to be introduced to Lord- Elleſmere; 
for he would not appear to advantage in his 
N * 3 com- No 


* Fd ye » 
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company: — and, by my ſoul, ſhe was in 
the right. However, as I have dangled 
after her for the, laſt fortnight, I will e'en 
offer her her choice of me, and Sir Whiffle | 2 
Flimſey; if ſhe heſitates, I am off. But 
I long for you to ſee him, Meredith.” 
| AI vill pay an early viſit at the Graftons' 5 
* not to day, that would be appearing too cu- 
| rious, but in the courſe of next week, if 
Hb chance don't throw me in the way of this 
_ daſhing buck before ; however, I do not 
thin he will rob you of the eines if you 
have but courage to break the ice.” . 
* You know the old ſaying, Edwin, F aint 
heart never won fair lady ? —Hit or miſs, I 
will make the propoſal, ſo your moſt obedi- 
ent.“ And away he went. 


The phyficiens hevidie Cty or- 

dered change of air, Clement, as he gained 

ſtrength, frequently took ſhort tours in the 
environs with Meredith, to whom he could 
more freely communicate his thoughts than 

to his father and mother. He no longer 

4 | loved 
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loved the Baroneſs with his former ardour ; 
ſtill he could, not help ſometimes acknow- | 
ledging he wiſhed ſhe might be able to 
convince him of Fer innocence. 


Meredith neither choſe to raiſe nor de- 
preſs his hopes; but acknowledged allo in 
confidence, he had ſtill a more tender re- 
gard for Lady Lucy Killarney than was 


perfectly conſiſtent with his happineſs, as 


he continued reſolved, even if he knew 
where to find her, never to make her his 
wife. 

This.“ Clement obſerved, was truly 
puniſhing the innocent for the guilty. As 
well might a man of ſenſe object to his 
daughter, when old enough, auſe her. 85 
mother had acted imprudently. % not 
refine away your happineſs,” he continued, SE 


< as I have in a great meaſure done mine. 


Had I ated with any degree of Judgment, ; 


I ſhould have openly offered myſe ſelf to the 5 5 


Baroneſs's acceptance, and candidly acknow- 
4. ns 


rer NAA. 


ledged my ſuppoſed want of birth ;— 


then had ſhe refuſed me, my pride only 
would have been wounded ; inſtead of which 
I miſled her by my folly, and perhaps 


ought not to blame her ſo ſeverely for aban- 


doning a mere ſpecious fortune-hunter, who 
married her for her money. I certainly 


laid myſelf open to ſuch conſtructions, and 
doubt not but her friend was apt enough to 
make them; yet were ſhe now to convince + 
me, that principle, prudence, or any other 


ſuch ſpecious motive, occaſioned our ſepa- 


rion, I ſhould condemn her, if poſſible, 
more than I do now: for can any pruden- 
tial motive palliate her want of maternal 


tenderneſs? I have been egregiouſly miſ- 
taken in her character; J ever thought her 
proud, and rather capricious, but now find 


ſhe is ſelfiſh, and abſolutely deficient in 
point of proper ſpirit, elſe why ſo meanly 
evade my reſearches ? . Admitting ſhe ſup- 
poſes me to be the vileſt of all human 
| beings, ſ},; has acted in a moſt abſurd 


manner; and in vain, as the mother of my 


daughter, 


— 


: 3 
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* 


du can 1 delude myſelf ſo far as to 5 
expect ſhe can ever even palliate her late 


conduct. For that child's ſake, much more a 


than my own, I ſincerely wiſh ſhe may; 


but never more will I put it in her power 
to deceive me, though I am now fully re- 


ſolved to inveſtigate the matter. 


Meredith encouraged the notion, and pro- 


miſed to accompany him abroad as ſoon 
as he, or rather the phyſicians, thought him 
ſtrong enough to undertake the journey. 


The Welch gentleman had pronounced | 


* out of danger, if he had e 


The Gang iron paſſed on their 
way to Malvern,, where they ſpent a few 
days; the Marquis and Marchioneſy 


though never ſo happy as in their ſon's 
preſence, encouraging. theſe jaunts, as tend. 
ing to promote his recovery. The day 


after his return, Meredith Was obliged to 
go home upon ſome buſiheſs; Clement 


therefore mounted his poney, who was 


B5 become 


. 1 
4 
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become a very great favourite, ſet out for 


his accuſtomed airing, undecided which 


road to take, but had not reached the Park 


Lodge before he met Sir Jeremy upon 
the full gallop. 


ce Going to the caſtle © * | cried Clement, 
pulling up. 


＋ I was, my Lord. 15 met Meredith as 


he was going home, and he ſent me to at- 


tend you in his _ if you wall accept 


of my company.” 


Clement ſmiled aſſent; and the Baronet 


aſked which way he was bound. 


« You muſt take upon yourſelf the office 
of pilot, Sir Jeremy; though born at Tre- 
gony, I need not tell you J am quite a 


ſtranger to the pleaſanteſt rides the environs. 


afford: Meredith is always my guide.“ 


Then I will take you up a hill that 


will afford us a glorious proſpect. But will 
you ride n forward, and take the firſt 


by . . * 8 
8 . 
9 —_— bande. pn OT TY r "32 2 Oi 3 


turning 


0 3 - 2 ; \ 
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turning to the left, after you are out of the 
park ? I will ſoon overtake you ; but 1 want 
to call upon an old woman, about a mile 
from hence. I did think to have got one 
of your ſervants to have carried my meſ- l 
ſage.” | | 
Then pray give your orders to my 
nn Sir Jeremy.“ | 
The Baronet thankfully 3 to the 
propoſal, and told the ſervant which road 
his Lord and him were going. The man 
galloped off, and Sir Jeremy began to cut 
up his diminutive rival. N 
« Mrs. Cleremont only lah at him,” 
faid he, and gives me EN encourage 
ment, the poor little fop is quite jealous. 
She is gone this morning, with her brother 
and ſiſter, to ſtand as ſponſors at the - 
. chriſtening of a child, whoſe mother died 
in bringing it into the world ; and the 
voung widow means to provide for it! ; 
. commend the notion; — Sir 8 
B 6 © © thought. 


« > 
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thought it was lowering themſelves to at - 
tend in perſon. He is a poor, filly, conſe- 
quential being, that is the truth. But how 
did pu ſpend your t time at Malvern?“ 


Clement entered into a few details as 
they began to aſcend the hill, or rather 
mountain, from the ſummit of which they 
were to enjoy ſo delightful a proſpet. As 
it was very ſteep, Clement was going to 
diſmount, and lead his poney ; but the 
Baronet diſſuaded him, alledging, their il + 
country horſes were too much accuſtomed 

to theſe hills to mind them, and he would 
find it very fatiguing to walk. 


They had ſcarcely reached the top before 
they perceived at ſome diſtance a very 
ſmart buck, particularly well mounted, at- 
tended by two grooms, and apparently in 
admiration of the ſurrounding romantic 
ſcenery. a 


ce Sir 


ELLESMERE. | 13 


* 


4 Sir Charles Groveſby, upon my ſoul | 
cried the Baronet. Now is not he a very 
ſtriking manly figure? But he will not 
dare to ſhew off "half his airs and graces 

before your Lordſhip.” 

'« Then do not introduce me,” replied. | 
Clement; „I was never taken for a man 
of conſequence till I got my Lord before my 
name; therefore I am very certain that Sir 
Charles, except he hears me addreſſed by 
my title, will not place me among that 
clals-”* : 17 
« Why, he judges every body I Tad 
pearance, I know; but, faith, I thought your 
Lordſhip looked the moſt of a gentleman 
of any man I had ever ſeen; I do not even 
except Meredith, and ſo I told him the 
very firſt time we met. But I will addreſs 
you as neighbour, and ſo forth, juſt to make 
this conceited puppy look down upon you.“ 

Buy this time Sir Charles had ſeen who was 
adraxciiy and would fain have avoided 2 
entering into converſation with them; bur 
6 : Sir 


\ 


. * : 
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Sir Jeremy, who did not chuſe to let him 
off ſo eaſily, began to aſk him his __— of 
the adjacent er. | RS 
There were Re fine Gtnations i in Wales, 
he thought, but it was a horrid part of 
the iſland to reſide in; eyeing Clement 
and his poney, (whoſe bridle being on his 
neck, was grazing as he ſtood), with evi- p 
dent marks of contempt while he ſpoke, VU 
and then remarked — © You do not ſeem 
to keep your horſe too high, Sir; but ſuch _ | 
little beaſts are ps beſt calculated for 1 
theſe mountains. 
ce There you are right, Sir Charles; and 
do not think my neighbour would change 
with you, much as you ſeem to deſpiſe \_ | 
one of the prettieſt ponies in the Princt- 
pality. 
*Oh! I have no fault to find with his 
figure; but, for my own part, I would as 
ſoon mount a goat.” Then, as if to change 
the converſation, © Tregony Caſtle has a 
very magnificent appearance from where 
* we 
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we are!—How is the young Earl ?—Is he: 2 f 
returned from his late tour?“ 4 
** He came home laſt night,” replied Sir 

Jeremy. : 
e Well, I am really curious to ſe him, | 
and the Mr: Meredith, the Graftons ſpeak. 
ſo highly of ; but particularly Lord Elleſ- 
mere. I ſpent a few weeks at a friend's in 
Hertfordſhire the ſummer before laſt, who 
was ſlightly acquainted with him; but I 
cannot ſay he ſpoke of him in ſuch high 
terms as his Welch neighbours do :—to be 
ſure, the gentleman I allude to was a man 
of the world, and of the firſt rank and 
faſhion. *? 
« That we ſhould not have 3 to 
\ doubt, Sir Charles, fince he was a friend of 
your's :—and I dare fay you would not have 
perceived halt the good qualities in Mr. 
W cas you will in the Earl of Elleſ- 
mere.” > _ 
« Ridiculous, Sir Jeremy !—His taylor 
and valet may dreſs him faſnionably, and 
he may give himſelf a few conceited airs, 
| "and 
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and fancy his title gives him a privilege to 
be impertinent, but ——” 


beg pardon for interrupting you, Sir | 


Charles ; but you are certainly not aware of 


the inferences which may be drawn from 


your picture. However, as for dreſs, I do 
not pretend to underſtand it; but as for 


airs, Lord Elleſmere leaves them to his in- 
feriors: he graces as much as ſome folks 


diſgrace a title.” 


Well, well, he ſhall be a 1 if 
you chuſe, Sir Jeremy ; ; 


my opinion of him till he has been preſented 
at Court if he ſucceeds there, I will allow 


him to deſerve ſome wel his neigibours' hy- 


perbolical encomiums.“ 
« Now that's being very modeſt, ORE" 


it is as much as to {ay I am no judge, ſo 


muſt depend on other folks' taſte. ' Do you 
mean to chuſe your wife by the ſame cri- 


terion ?”? 9 e 
« If you had lived rather more in the 


faſhionable world, Sir Jeremy, you might 


have ſpared yourſelf ſuch a queſtion, But 


I ſhall not form. 


N - pray 


at 
hit 
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pray is the Marquis of Ormond ſeventy- 
five, as Grafton tells me?“ 

1 believe he is, Sir e ; and what : 
of that?“ : 
. os nothing, my Fee Welch Band 1 
only it is rather aſtoniſhing he ſhould have 
a ſon of one and- twenty, particularly having 
had no children by his firſt wife.“ 


An expreſſive ſneer added ſuch ſtrength 
to his words, Clement coloured deeply, 
and was going to ſpeak, when Sir Jeremy, 
whoſe Welch blood boiled at his inſinu- 
ation, ſwore if he thought his title gave 
bim the privilege of being impertinent, he 
| would find himſelf miſtakes. 

. 9 
« Good Good! Sir 1 you are po 
warm this morning. I only meant there are 
people who might have thought what I men- 
tioned, extraordinary ; but if Lord Ormond 
is ſatisfied, upon my ſoul I am. Lord: 
CEO might have doubts if — 
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ment, © we will change the ſubject ? 65 


« Certainly, Sir, p replied the Baronet, 
rather ſurpriſed at the requeſt, which was 


delivered in a tone that gave it the air 
He looked at 


of a polite command. 
the Baronet as for an explanation of his 


friend's behaviour, but received none, ex- 
cept an expreſſive ſmile and provoking 


nod might be termed one; —he therefore 


felt very awkward; but Clement's remarks 
upon the diſtant views, particularly Tintern 
Abbey, enabled him once more to join in 
the converſation, and they deſcended the 


hill together, Sir Charles prudently dif- 


mounting, as well as his ſervants, which did 


not paſs unobſerved by Sir __ 


They had ſcarcely regained hs high road, 


when Clement's groom came galloping to- 
wards them; and, having delivered the an- 
ſwer to the meſſage Sir Jeremy had given 


him, took his ſtation behind his Lord. Sir 
Charles 


With your leave, Sir Charles,” ſaid Cle- 
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Charles "ines frſt at the man, den at the 
maſter, as the former was equally as well 
mounted as himſelf, and the livery he was 
unacquainted with, never having been in 
habits of intimacy with the Ormond family, 
nor never having happened to ſee any of 


the ſervants to remark them ſince his ar- 


rival in Wales, before he could at all recon- 


cile the maſter's poney to the ſervant's ap- 
pearance. | 


Mr. and Mrs. Grafton, and Mrs. Clere- 
mont, got over a ſtile, which led into the 
lane they were in. Sir Charles puſhed 
forward the moment he caught ſight of 
them, but found himſelf, to his infinite 


: mortification, entirely overlooked, ſo anxious 
were all three to * their Rs to the 


Earl. 


Sir Jeremy, having never been more 


diverted in his life than by the various 


alterations his brother Baronet's counte- 


nance had undergone during the laſt five 


minutes, 
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minutes, burſt _ into ſuch a violent fit af 
laughter, that Mrs. Cleremont inſiſted upon 
knowing the ſubject of his mirth. 


oO CS mo 


18 Why, you muſt Li my "ED ada; 

wiſhing to oblige your friend Sir Charles, 

whom I had diſcerned for ſome time upon E 
that hill behind us, I aſked Lord Elleſmere 


to allow me to introduce them to each n 

other :—he very kindly complied with my h 

requeſt, and we ſcaled the precipice, when, 

be behold, Sir Charles would ſcarcely look at, or 7 
1 ſpeak to me, and before I could honour him e 


as I had fully intended, began to abuſe his \ 


G . Lordſhip's poney, and accuſed him of ava- 7 
þ rice—that is, told him it looked half ſtarved, t 
| and finally forced his Lordſhip, in 1 * a 
way, to bid him hold his tongue.“ n 

* Sir Jeremy you find, means to ſpare t 

neither of us, Sir Charles,“ ſaid Clement. ä 

*« certainly, my Lord,“ ſtammered the t. 

Baronet, did not know who I had the * 

honour of being in company with, or —” £ 


| N 


CC He 


Ff 


E 


gize, again ſtammered Sir Charles. 


« He pleads guilty you perceive, neigh- 


bour Grafton Now I never mind who! 


ſpeak before ; becauſe I never ſay a thing 
behind a man's back, I would not as ſoon 


or ſooner ſay to his face.” 


oy P I am at a loſs how to apolo- 
Oh! for heaven's ſake, Sir Charles, do 

not think of making a ſerious matter of 

having thought me rather over weight for 


my dappled grey,” patting his poney. If 1 
you make any ſtay in Wales, I ſhall be happy - | 


to ſee you at the caſtle : I hope Mr. and 


Mrs. Grafton need not be told any of their 


friends muſt ever be a welcome addition to 
their party when they favour my father 
and mother with their company. But do 
not let us keep theſe ladies any. longer wh 
the ſun, Sir Jeremy.“ 1 
«I amtat your Lordſhip? 8 orders,” was 
the reply. So, promiſing to pay an early 
viſit at Lanfredde w, Clement and Sir Jeremy | 
e off. 
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Sir Charles now entered into a rather far- 
ther explanation, proteſting Lord Elleſmere 


was ſo much beneath the opinion he had 


been led to entertain, he ſhould never have 


ſuppoſed him the much-admired Peer he 


had heard ſo much of ſince his arrival at 
Tregony. 


Why then permit me to tell you, Sir 
Charles, you are no judge of either beauty, 
elegance, or politeneſs in your own ſex,“ 
ſaid Mrs. Cleremont; * but ſince we are 


upon the ſubject, what fault can you find 


with his p ? Did uu ever ſee a finer 
figure?“ 


1 did not ſee him to 1 in that 


reſpect, my dear Madam; but ſurely you 
do not think him a fine gentleman?” 
Indeed I do; and I think you ought to 


have felt he was one. By your own account, 
you made ſome very improper remarks 


even to be addreſſed to Sir Jeremy Manſel, 
and much more ſo to a ſtranger, though he 
rode a poney. You are conſidered in this 


_neigh- 


The Baronet again attempted to excuſe 


himſelf ; but Mr. Grafton pointed out the 


impropriety of his late conduct in ſuch 
ſtrong terms, urging, it muſt be ſuppoſed 


to have originated in himſelf, that he was 


half tempted to take a final leave of Wales, 


but could not bear the idea of affording 
Sir Jeremy ſuch a triumph. Therefore, 


though hopeleſs with regard to the widow, 


and conſcious he had loſt ground in the 
eſteem of her brother, he choſe to prolong 
his viſit ; and Grafton, notwithſtanding he. 
had long cordially deſpiſed him, could not, 


while he remained his inmate, give him 
room to ſuppoſe he was an unwelcome gueſt, 
though he fully expected he had effectually 


deterred Lord Elleſmere from ever ſeeking 


an Intimacy with any pat of us ami 
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neighbourhood : as my brother's ien Lord 
Elleſmere may therefore very probably ſup- 5 
wy you have oy... retailed our ſentl- 
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CHAP. II. 


| Ito Meredith only did en mention 
Sir Charles's remarks, who laughed very 


heartily at. the mortification he had brought 


upon himſelf; and the following morning 
they agreed to ride over to Lanfreddew, 
Clement being anxious to convince the. 
Liliputian hero he had not pondered over 


his impertinence ; and the Graftons, that he 
did not place the folly of their gueſt to their 


inſinuations. Meredith having © adroitly hinted 
that the ladies had been very much ſtruck 


with the ftrong reſemblance, making al- 


lowances for the great differences of their 


age, which ſtill ſubſiſted between the Earl 


and 
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and the Marquis, and as this was not only 
a general, but a very juſt remark, Clement 
had been much more inclined to laugh at 
than quarrel with Sir Charles nn 


Sir Jeremy, who was a conſtant viliter 7 
at Lanfredde w, overtook them Juſt as they 
came in ſight of the houſe, and again laughed 9 | 
over his rival's diſcomfiture, whoſe Phæton G, 


| and ſix, the poſtillion mounted, and the- 


reſt of his ſuite Atanding round it, was wait- 
ing in the court, when they rode in. 


There's taſte for you !” cried Sir 
Jeremy. That equipage beats "nn | 


Mab's hazle nut all to — 


Before . or Meredith could reply, 


Mr. Grafton and the ladies, having ſeen 


them advancing, came out, and entreated 
they would alight, which they inſtantly did, 
and entered the ſaloon juſt as Sir Charles, in 


the moſt faſhionable morning dreſs, crop- 


ped, and pantalooned, according to the 
Vol, Its "= | lateſt 
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lateſt ton, made his appearance at another 
door, and, with ſome confufion, paid his 


compliments to the elegant youth, who 
merely conformed to the reigning faſhion 
ſufficiently not to appear ſingular ; he had 


therefore not parted with his fine dark 


brown hair, which, as he conformed to the 
preſent negligent mode of dreſs, was a very 


great addition to his animated counte- 


* 


nance. 


Grafton, to prevent the little man from 


making any more blunders, introduced him 


to Mr. Meredith, and the converſation bes: 
came very general. 


Underſtanding the family were going to 


take their airing, the viſiters requeſted they 


might not keep them at home, propoſing to 


join their party, which pleaſed Grafton much 
more than Sir Charles, who felt unuſually 
imall in Clement's preſence; and Meredith, 


who literally looked down upon him, was 
«a rival 


ce 


ler 
his 


ELLESMERE. 1 


ce 4 rival too near the throne,” to inſpire him 
with any thing but envy. | 


Six Jeremy, mho v was ſtanding near one of 
the windows, obſerving only one lady's 
horſe being led about, enquired who meant 
to ride in the ſmart Phæton. 


'« Mrs. Cleremont nds to do me that 


honour,” replied Sir Charles, with an air 1 


triumph. 

« We had not abſolutely ſettled that 
point, you know, Sir Charles, when you 
left us; and I own ] am not very fond of 
ſuch a carriage among theſ. naountains.” 

« will be anſwerable for your ſafety, | 
my dear Madam. Mr. Meredith, I under- 


ſtand, frequently drives a phæton and four 


blood horſes up and down theſe hills; there- 


fore you certainly - cannot object to ven- 


turing with my ponies, which, like Lord 
Elleſmere, I think more ſuited to Welch 
roads,” | . 

; OY | Clement 
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Clement ſmiled at this intended compli 
ment, and agreed that his equipage was par- 
ticularly adapted to that part of Britain 
though he had ſeen many ladies drive ſuch 
about London. 


«T mean this for a preſent to Lady 
 Groveſby, my Lord; I am merely break. 
ing in the horſes, but ſhall wich pleaſure 
reſign the reins to Mrs. Cleremont, if ſhe 
will accept them upon thoſe terms.” 


91 „What a bribe!” exclaimed the wido 
i very gaily. © Such an equipage, and ſuc 1 
. a beau, are more than ought to fall to thi 
"Fj ſhare of one woman, Sir Charles ; therefor TRE 
by for fear I ſhould be tempted to take advan my 
| tage of your exceſs of generoſity, I will no 205 
truſt myſelf again in your ſhewy vehicle.” oy 
«I am ſure I could improve upon Sl _ 
Charles's notion,” faid Sir Jeremy. Thaw, 
got a large ſtraw, or, as we call it, elmin! my 
Horde 


chair, which 1 will fix upon a garden rolle 
of a proper ſize, and it ſhall be drawn b] 


fix goats; Sir Charles preferred them t 
, 1 pon 


i 
PF 
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| 


'd onies veſterday, ſo he muſt allow it will 
de an improvement; — my poſtillion, not 
ny coachman, mind, ſhall be a monkey, and 
flatter myſelf, beſides being far more 
economical, Lady Manſel's equipage will 
c infinitely more Sur than Lady 
Groveſpy We 


par a 
tain 


{uch 


Lady 


-eak- 
A A general laugh enſued, in which Sir 


Charles affected to join, declaring sir 
Jeremy was s ſingular i in all his notions. | 


ido 
ſuc 
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1 no 
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Where they ſhould go, WAS next debated. | 
Meredith propoſed following the courſe of 
the Wye; but could not, upon ſecond 
thoughts, recommend that road for a Phæ- ; 
ton, though it was a remarkably pleaſant. 
ride during the ſummer months, . 


c Then 1 am determined we will explore 
its beauties,” ſaid Mrs. Cleremont, giving 
orders for her horſe, 5 


* "5 


e 3 Sir 
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Sir Charles, who never had a will of his 
own, did the ſame ; but when they were go- 
ing to mount, could not refrain from point- 
ing out the various beauties and merits of 
his horſe, to the Earl and Meredith, by way 


of raiſing himſelf in Mrs. Cleremont's 
eſteem. 


Jour geeſe are all ſwans, Sir Charles py 
aid bs aval <0 Not that I have any fault 
to find with your beaſt as to his figure; 
but here is one of my own breeding, which 


I will warrant worth a dozen ſuch for real 


ſervice.” | 

I do not know what you may call real 
ſervice, Sir Jeremy,” ſaid the irritated 
Baronet. ' My horſe has never been at 
| Plough; but I will walk, trot, gallop, and 
| leap with you for your own ſum.” 
Come along then,” was the reply. 

« We can begin here. There, leap that 
firſt wall; I do not want to win your money, 


lo 1 will "> you: a ſpecimen, of my horſe's 
{kill 


Pos — — o* oft &, — — — — — 
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ill gratis,“ clearing che . in A moſt 
maſterly manner. 


Sir Charles, ſtill more eager to diſplay. 
his ſkill, went daſh at it; but his horſe 
brought down ſome of the bricks with his 
hind feet, and he with difficulty preſerved 
his ſeat. By way of excuſe, he obſerved, 
his horſe was but that moment brought out 
of the ſtable, and had hardly felt his legs ; he 
would have piſtoled him had he been ſo awk- 
ward when warm; and took every oppor- 
tunity to diſplay his agility during their 
ride, by unneceſſarily leaping various gates, 5 


hedges, and Wenns, 


— 


The Gght of the Wye reminded him of 
the various feats he had performed at F on- 
tainbleau during the royal hunt, particularly 5 


his having twice ſwam his horſe acroſs the 


Seine in places where no one lc choſe ta 
follow him. 


— 


C4 Bir 


— 
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Sir Jeremy declared he was not par- 
tial to ſwimming any horſe acroſs a rapid 
ſtream ; but if Sir Charles was inclined to 


ſhew his ſuperior horſemanſhip, he had a 
very 80 1 


Anxious to ſurpaſs his provoking com- 
petitor in the widow's good graces, he 


dared him to follow him acroſs the Wye. 


cc Why, look you, Sir Charles, I have 


ſome few times in my life, in the eagerneſs 
of a fox-chace, been ſo fool hardy, but I 

will never make ſuch an attempt in my 
ſober ſenſes ; nor would I adviſe you. The 
ſtream 1 is very rapid; there is a ford rather 
farther up, where I can ſuppoſe a good 


horſe (as there is an excellent footing on 
both ſides) may take his rider acroſs in 


ſafety between high and low water; but 
do not let me induce you to endanger Ju; N 


life. I would not, as I ſaid before, make 


the attempt at preſents in a couple of hours 
| more 


bent, ed » hah . AA 


him over without any danger.“ 
Then depend upon it I will venture 


now, my good friend, replied Sir Charles ; 
ce being wet I do not regard, and that is 


the worſt that can befal me. Did you ever 


croſs this river, Mr. Meredith?“ 
Frequently at low water, Sir Charles, 
and ſome few times in my life at half flood, 


but I think it rather dangerous ; ; not that 15 


ſhould ever ſcruple doing it when in parti- 


cular haſte, becauſe, ſhould my horſe fail 


more even the Earl's poney would carry 


ELLESMERE 33 


me, I am a ſufficient ſwimmer to ſave my- 


ſelf.” 


By this time they were in ſight of the 


ford, and Sir Charles tauntingly aſked his 


rival if he dare follow him. 


as Why as for daring, Sir Charles, if it 
would anſwer any one Kon: purpoſe, I would 


t you the example; but as, were we 


to croſs, we muſt return again, or ride home 


C'S hg 


7 
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ment. 


\ 


afraid of wetting your boots—for ſhame !— 
Never praiſe. your horſe again : I will ſhew 


the water. 


are very much to blame, Sir Charles,” Jad 
Clement, 5 


Bent, however, upon proving he poſſeſſed 
the adventurous hero urged his horſe for- 


avoid being wet. The animal, having loſt his 
legs, became very unwilling to proceed, 
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ving reached the current, which was, as had 


denly plunged round to return, by which 
unexpected motion Sir Charles loſt his 
balance, and picched head foremoſt 1 into the 
river. | 


uo, 1 am not anxious to try the experi- 


« You 2 n Sir Jeremy, and 


vou what mine can do!“ forcing him into 


« Except you are a good ſwimmer, you 


a virtue which had not fallen to his ſhare, ; 


1 ward, looſing his feet from the ſtirrups to 


and the rider evidently trembled, till ha- 


been foretold, very ſtrong, the horſe ſud- 


1 7 The 
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were all ſeriouſly alarmed for his ſafety 
till they ſaw him riſe, holding by the bridle. , . 
He would, however, have malt probably 
been knocked on the head by his Buce- 
phalus, if he had not very ſpeedily aban- 
doned that for the ſtirrup; but having no 

notion of ſwimming, he was ſuch an incon- 
venience to the poor beaſt, in addition to 
the current, that he could not make the ford 
at which he had entered; and, after ſeveral 

efforts, he recovered his feet, in the mud, : 
about twenty yards below. The greater 
part of this time, whenever he could keep 


his head above water, Sir Charles had been 


calling upon his Maker to have mercy upon 
him; but before the horſe ceaſed ſwim- 


ming, he had become e ; 


Sir 1 though he beet he delerved 


What he had met with, had been undreſſing | 


to ſwim, if needful, to. his affiſtance, as no 


one could attempt to ride into the ſtream 


to ſave him; but when the horſe came to 
6 f 5 an 


% 


The ladies ſcreamed, and the gentlemen A 


1 
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4 


anchor, as be termed it, and he per- 
ceived the little man, though apparently 
at his laſt gaſp, ſtill kept his hold, he caught 
the bridle off his own horſe ; —it had a ſlip 
rein, which he drew, and, plunging up to 
his knees in the mud, flung the head- 
piece towards the heroic Baronet, continu- 
ing to hold the rein, and by this means 
dragged him on ſhore; though Sir Charles, 
either owing to the joy occaſioned by the 
proſpect of his ſpeedy deliverance, or to 
the failure of his ſtrength, ſunk before he 
was upon ferra Arma; but as he continued 
to graſp the bit of the bridle, it was not of 
ſo much conſequence ; and though he ap- 
peared abſolutely ſenſeleſs when laid upon 
the turf, Sir Jeremy prognoſticated he 
would get over it, as few people, he ob- 
ſerved, died of a tright. 
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The little man's e were ſoon buſily 
employed about him, and in leſs than a 
minute he diſplayed ſigns of life. 


The 


ly 


he 
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The whole party had aligkted, being „ 
anxious, though they all heartily deſpiſed 
him, to reſtore him to his ſenſes ;—this they 
effected, and he had even attempted to ar- 
ticulate his thanks before his horſe could 
crawl up the bank, and in about ten mi- 
nutes more he was ſufficiently recovered to 
ſay he would try to walk home. 


Oh, ride by all means,” ſaid his deli- 
verer; © but if I was you, faith, I would walk 
a little way into the water again, at the ford 
I mean, to waſh a little of that mud off. 
I intend to follow the advice I give, mind.“ 


Mrs. Cleremont laughed very heartily 
the moment ſhe was convinced Sir Charles 
was out of danger, who, even more anxious 


to eſcape from her ridicule than he had 


been to diſplay his courage, mounted his 
untowardly horſe, and galloped off, to the 


infinite diverſion of the whole party. 


- _ 


38 = ELLESMERE. 


923 — pe" 
— 22 „ 
2 Sas ang 4 ame ; * _ 
Wo wh, © yr. 12 8 . . 
2 C 1 , 
&+ 8 " uy . 
2 


— 
a 


« MN 
' N > 
— 1 = — 7 > F „ 
aeg 1 * — N W 
© 4 —— » , 6, by -_ 
F 1 - 


» $4.0 . 4 * y 4 y , by * wy, . * . * = - 

* — — * „ 75 * ey "Fs 2 a Oy rr va wt, bs 1 my 
1 n — r 79 n * "pay TH a rake. 2 — A 2 xv ot * 8 . . . — 444 : 4 by * = x 

. 8 * 2 I DD — _ + =_ 5 8 * — 5 4 0 ” * * n 2 ys > " * 3 * Vs. - G * — _ 
— 3 - : pleas. 5 NR ie Xo. 2009 ae a 0 r = * — — — een a * an * 5 = V9 Ls 9 - r 

5 . al. a N WR. N ** — AN * * * * 4 . h * F —— 
.\ \ 1 * 9 ( 1 1832 5 N : 
1 , 


my country!“ exclaimed Sir Jeremy. 


r 8 3 
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to feel ourſelves highly obliged by your 
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very ſorry you have been ſo material a ſuf- 
ferer through your good-n nature.“ 


true, he would have walked in up to his neck 


mw a watery grave, 


their horſes' heads, and after laughing very 
heartily over the recent ſcene, ſeparated 


related the adventure to his father and mo- 
ther, who gaily prognoſticated Sir Jeremy, 
at this rate, would ſoon be maſter of the 


e 


/ 


46 What a ſerious ſervice I bare rendered 

e Why, as we ſhould all have been ſorry 
if the ſilly fool had met with the fate he ſo 
richly deſerved, I think we ought all of us 


kind exertions, Sir Jeremy,” ſaid Mrs. 
Cleremont; © for one, I can aſſure you I am 


Sir Jeremy ſwore, which was literally 


be fore the poor little Whiffle ſhould have 


As it now grew late, the party cine 


at the entrance of the village. Clement 


A of — — . ora 


field; nor were they miſtaken, as Sir Charles, 
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completely mortified at having expoſed 
himſelf before two men of faſhion, who 
would probably report his folly among his 
acquaintance, left Lanfreddew early the next 


morning; and Sir Jeremy, at full liberty to 


preſs the fair widow to ſurrender at diſ- 
cretion. | 


CHAP. III. 


Dong G the enſuing month, Clement 
gained ſtrength ſo rapidly, that his poney was 
diſcarded for the horſe he had brought 
from F airfield ; and his ſpirits ſeemed as 
,much amended as his health. In company 
with Meredith, he frequently viſited © the 
Graftons, who were always welcome viſiters 
at the caſtle, and who ſincerely participate 
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in Lord and Lady Ormond's joy —ftil as 


their ſon had now and then a ſlight relapſe, 


and they dreaded the effect of the N ovem- 
ber fogs, they reſolved to ſpend the winter 
at Avignon, which he ſeemed to prefer to 
Liſbon. Clement, on his fide, was unde 


cided reſpecting viſiting Switzerland ;— 


ſometimes, as he told his father, he was 
half tempted to adhere to his firſt reſolu- 
tion, and to leave the Baroneſs in the power 


of her intereſted friends if ſhe could clear 


her conduct, ſhe would diſcover him—and 
if not, why ſhould. he blazon his on diſ- 


honour ? Since ſhe ſeemed inclined to deny 


their marriage, why ſhould he force her to 
acknowledge what would now do her, not 
him, honour? | 


© 


The Marquis, fearful of even diſplaying 


the ſhadow of parental authority, never 


choſe to contradict him; indeed he dreaded 


nearly as much as he wiſhed to ſee him 


relieved from his preſent ſtate of ſuſpenſe, 


left, as there was but too much reaſon to 


_— ö 


Sz en ee n3z 


n- | 
er ! dared not hint a ſuſpicion ſo revolting to 
: - a huſband's feelings : he only requeſted' 
15 his beloved Clement would conſider the 
3 matter in every poſſible point of view. 

as | — ns 
5 «© Suppoſe,” he obſerved, © the Baroneſs, 
hearing of his reſtoration to the rank he 


duce' 4 male heir to. the houſe of Ormond, 


0 how grating would it be to his feelings, | 
_ except convinced of her innocence, to ac- 
knowledge ſuch a child Again, might 

not ſhe, if left to follow her own inclina- 
* tions, ſquander away the fortune ſhe had 
* inherited from her father, and then publiſh 
* their connection, to reſcue herſelf from 


been her conduct. ths 
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apprehend, a favoured rival was at che bot- 5 
tom of his wife's myſterious conduct; yet 


was born to grace, ſhould proclaim, inſtead 
* of diſowning their marriage, and ſhould plead 
. he left her with child, nay, actually pro- 


poverty, whatever might ad interim have 


Clement 
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Clement was forcibly ſtruck with this 
reaſoning, yet felt unwilling to raiſe the 
vell which he acknowledged he feared con- 


cealed his diſhonour ; but ſeriouſly reſolved 


to endeavour privately to trace her to her 
preſgnt abode. Could he once fathom the 
motives for her ſtrange conduct, he ſhould 
know better how to proceed; if he found 


her guilty, he frequently declared he would 
be merciful, as he was conſcious he had 


firſt led her into error. She was very ro- 
mantic, and very imprudent, or ſhe would 
never have accepted his hand but was he 
leſs to blame for having taken advantage 
of her folly ? 


Meredith continued ſtrongly to urge the 
neceſlity of forcing her to account for her 
** of U prudence, and diſcretion. 


1 he ee Wund that by making 
her diſcover her retreat, either her inno- 
cence or guilt would be immediately aſcer- 


tained ; and as there was yet a probabili ty 
ſne 


the 
her 


On. 


ing 
10- 
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ſhe had ſuffered herſelf to be deluded by 
her ſpecious friend, it would be affording 
her the means of juſtifying her conduct, 
and him an opportunity to puniſh the in- 
tereſted Madame Dubois. 5 


He 4 ſhe 1 was in the 1 and once 
more talked of viſiting Switzerland before 
he proceeded to Avignon; but firſt wiſhed | 
to have the opinion of ſome of the firſt 
lawyers and civilians in England reſpecting 
his marriage, and the method he ought to 
purſue, ſituated as he was with regard to ; 
his wife. . 


* 1 . 


The Margo requeſted he would draw _ 


up what he wiſhed to ſubmit to theſe gen- 
tlemen's inſpection, and he would immedi- 
ately forward it expreſs to London z there 
was no neceſſity to mention names; the 


real caſe, briefly ſtated, would anſwer 
every end. A ſhort abſtra& of his ſtory 


was therefore laid before ſeveral long- robed 


gentlemen, and he aſfured his father and 
mother 


— 
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mother that he would follow their advice 


however repugnant it was to his feelings to 
expoſe the mother of his daughter to the 
cenſure of her father's friends: but as he 
foreſaw the ſerious conſequences which might 
reſult from temporizing with her, if ſhe was 
as unprincipled as he. had but too much 


reaſon to ſuppoſe, he reſdlxed to bring the 


matter to a ſpeedy iſſue. No longer the 
ardent lover ready to perform impoſſibili- 


ties to obtain the favour of the woman he 


had once ſo fervently adored, he could 
now calmly and diſpaſſionately review his, 
and her paſt conduct. Before marriage ſhe 
had appeared an angel, in whom every per- 
fection centered; but he now found ſhe had 
been guilty of levity and imprudence in 
encouraging, nay even noticing him. Situ- 


gated as he then was, and after ſhe had, as 


he then ſuppoſed, bleſſed him for life, what 
homage did ſhe not exact! How often 


did ſhe obliquely glance at the great ſacri- 


fice ſhe had made at the ſhrine of Love, 


and what a return ſhe had made for his un- 


bounded 


bounded confidence! Therefore ought ſhe 


to eſcape unpuniſhed? Of what iniquity 


might not ſuch a woman prove capable? 


No, he muſt and would obtain a legal diſ- 


ſolution of ſo diſhonourable 4 G ID 


he was therefore anxious for the lawyers” 


anſwer, but his ſuſpenſe no longer preyed 
upon his mind. Having brought himſelf, as 
he hoped, to think with perfect indiffer- 
ence of the Baroneſs, he was prepared to 


expect a divorce would be the reſult of | 
, thoſe enquiries he was ſo fully determined 


to make; therefore, if not abſolutely happy, 
he was at leaſt tranquil: and the conti- 
nued endearments of the moſt indulgent of 


parents, the lively friendſhip of Meredith, 


the love he bore his daughter, all com- 
bined to accelerate his cure ; and his Welch 


Eſculapius declared he would enſure him 


from a relapſe, provided he left England 
before the winter ſet 1 in. | 


At laſt the lawyers? anſwer rive A. 


letter from F airfield was at. the: fame time 
brought 
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" ELLESMERE. 
brought to Clement ; but perceiving it was 
from William, he threw it upon the table 
while he read the learned men's opinions. 
They were very prolix, and not very con- 
cluſive. 

« The lady being a foreigner,and her eſtates 
laying abroad, rendered it difficult to decide 
how to proceed, The marriage was un- 
doubtedly legal; they therefore thought the 
gentleman ought to reſume the right he 
had waved to the lady's eſtates, and thus 
force the purchaſers to join in his cauſe ; 
becauſe ſhe might otherwiſe evade all his 
reſearches, and thus render him liable to 
various future claims : the marriage ought 
therefore by all means to be made public, 
the lady's conduct muſt then regulate the 
gentleman's in any ſuit he might wiſh to 
COMMENCe in the Eccleſiaſtical or other 
| Courts,” 


This was the ſubſlance of what the law-. 
vers wrote, though they had entered into' 
T " Py 


— BS — . — 


to 


of their unmeaning jargon; but agreed, he 


believed he muſt ſo far follow their advice 


as to declare his right to her eſtates, and 
force her to come forward to ſupport the 


purchaſers. | 


found another incloſed, addreſſed to Mr. 
Davenport, F airfield. 5 


* foreign hand — 5 he 


exclaimed, with viſible ſurpriſe, and ſome 


degree of agitation, haſtily breaking the 


ſeal, and reading aloud — 


6 Obliterate the paſt from your memory; ; 


enquiries will prove fruitleſs, and only pre- 


vent a continuance of this correſpondence: 
if you are prudent, you will comply with 


theſe injunctions. The incloſed is merely 
an earneſt of future favours, if your con- 


Clined to befriend you,” * 7 
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ſo many details, Clement was heartily fick | 


Tie then took up William's letter, agd 


duct meets the pprobation of thoſe in- 
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but Madame de Grand-Pre dare to treat 


feel for myſelf, to think my election. ſhoul 
have fallen upon ſuch a woman ! — Hoy 


ment,“ replied the fond father, terrified h 
his apparent agitation, catching him in h 
aims as he was proceeding towards a win 


ſuch a queſtion. I fear you have but to 


writer of that vile ſcrawl ; but, for mine 
for your mother's ſake, let me hope it wi 


c P 
. 


A fifry pounds bank note had fallen upor 
the table while he was reading. Who 


me with ſuch indignity ?” exclaimed the 
angry Clement. And does ſhe hope he 
paltry, or any bribe, will have the defire | 
effect? But I preſume ſhe was fearful offi 
ſending more, leſt her bounty ſhould fl | 
me in making thoſe enquiries ſhe ſo muciYl i 
dreads. I cannot, expreſs the contempt 


q 7, 


you muſt deſpiſe me, my dear father! 
<« Surely, my beloved, my-adored Ck 


dow, „you cannot require an anſwer t 


much reaſon to deſpiſe, if not abhor, th 


only haſten your final determination. S les 
1 5 be 


j i * 


upon 


I is wholly undeſerving the lenity you are 
ne o much inclined to ſhew her.“ 5 

O treat 5 „ | | 

d the The conflict in Clement's boſom for a 


pe he 
de ſired 
rful 0 
d afſiſ 
muc 
2mpt 
ſhoul 
- Hoy 


health, could only preſs him in his arms in 


dith, no leſs affected, were ready to break 
out into inyectives againſt the woman Wes 
had never before ſo cordially hated. 
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* 


few moments choaked his utterance; he 
ant upon his father's ſhoulder, who, 
breathleſs, ſo great was his anxiety for his 


filence : while the Marchioneſs and Mere- 


Fj 

d Cell « How well am I requited,” ſaid Clement, 
fied b raiſing his head, and the fluſh of paſſion 

1 in hb tinging his cheek, for my undue conceſ- 
a Wing {ions to a woman whoſe own heart made 
wer i ker ſo incapable of appretiating my mo- 

ut tot tives !—She ſeems to have miſtaken me 

or, th as much as-I did her. — Could I ever, in 

r mind my ſober ſenſes, put my honour into ſuch 

it Wl a perſon's keeping, whoſe narrow mind 

n. SM leads her to hope an injured huſband may 


b 


be ſilenced by intereſt? or perhaps ſhe has 
VOL, III. -D „„ 


/ 


. P 


50 
ſent that magnificent preſent by way, of a 
peace-offering to her conſcience. I care 
not bow ſoon I am upon the road to Swit- 
Her frzend and ſhe have, no 
doubt, placed my late lenity to want of 
ſpirit. I certainly have given them reaſon to 
form ſuch a concluſion : I ought long ſince 
to have aſſerted thoſe claims which I have 
till this moment been unwilling to enforce; 
tor I was never before ſo convinced of the 
guilt of the dictator of that letter—it was 
not wrote by Madame de Grand-Pré.“ 


zerland. 


adding— 


egret.“ 
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Ihe Marchione ſs had been peruſing it with 

. 5 an indignation not much inferior to her ſon' $, 
who, releaſed from his fond father's em- 

| brace, requeſted once more to look at it, 


che was, it ſhould ſeem, determined to 
| e me ſhe was truly unworthy my 
| Glancing his eyes over it—“ 20th 
of Auguſt—1 ſhould ſuppoſe it was not dil- 
| Prey 


11 Es. - He 
7 
patched immediately after the wrote it, or 
re 
a | rather had it wrote; for I am ſure it has not 
lain at Fairfield. Gracious heaven! could 
10 | PE | 
* the deſertion of ſuch a woman. prey upon 
my ſpirits, undermine. my conſtitution, re- 
£0 | : PEE 5 
duce me, in ſhort, to the brink of the 
ce 
grave? — She may well ſuppoſe me defi- 
ve a 
. cient in ſpirit. Are you not, my dear mo- 
Hh ther, aſhamed of your ſon? - . 
E: Are you ſeeking for compliments, my 
beloved Clement? But. whatever this miſ- 
guided Baroneſs may now be, I know ſhe 
7 generally admired and beloved before 
| 


\ WM ſhe left Switzerland the firſt time. Shall! 


'$ 
ell you from what authority I ſpeak ?” 
N- b 
i. « ] long to know.” Ko 
x | 
; « Why then, curious as you muſt rppoe 
to learn every particular concerning a per- 
a ſon with whom there was a chance we 
ro "IS F | . . 
might one day be acquainted, the Marquis 
11 | 1 ; . | \ © ; 
"WW wrote to the Mr. Haller you mentioned as 
5th : EE 1 | 1 
„having been her banker, pretending a 
Uſ⸗ 
00 former acquaintance with the lady's Engliſn 
þ | 


D 2 5 anceſtors 


[0 ELLESMERE. 
| Ws i 05 | 
anceſtors as an excuſe for addreſſing a 


total ſtranger concerning the lady in queſ- 
tion. His anſwer—but you ſhall ſee it.” | 
| II can gueſs the purport of it, my dear 


% 


mother ; I know he had a very high opi- 
nion of the Baroneſs; his encomiums firſt MW re 
| made me curious to ſee her. He by no de 
> means ſatisfactorily accounted for her late m 
conduct, I preſume, or you would ſooner ſta 
have mentioned the circumſtance ; all that M oy 
remains to do, there fore, reſts with me, and MW wi 
I repeat it, I care rot how ſoon I am es 
the road to Switzerland.“ 


; It was therefore ſettled that the whole 
| family ſhould ſetout for Fairfield the enſuing 
| week, where they determined to ſpend a 
fortnight, making occaſional viſits to town, 
the Marquis wiſhing to preſent his ſon to 
his Sovereign, and his numerous friends ; 
1 from thence they were to proceed in a body 
BY to Dover, crois together of courſe, but 
at Calais they meant to ſeparate, as the 
Marquis, Marchioneſs, and the young Lady 
Maria 


i 
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Maria, whonr her grandmother did not 
chuſe to leave in England, were to proceed 
ſlowly to Avignon, while Clement and 
Meredith, taking Liſle in their road, from 
whence the letter, the former had ſo lately 
received, came, were to proceed without 
delay to Lauſanne ;—when there, Clement 
meant, as before, to be guided by circum- 
ſtances, but not to leave Switzerland with- 
out putting matters in train to diſcover. his 


wife's retreat, thus enabling himfelf to in- 
ſtitute a proper ſuit for the recovery of his 


1 . 
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CHAP. I. 


Sm JEREMY MANSEL learned their 


incentionsof leaving Wales with ſerious regret, 
| Meredith had long been one of his great 


favourites, and Clement was ſo unaffected, 
ſo free from pride and bluſter, and ſo 


agreeable a companion, he was not leſs in 
his good graces, He promiſed to write Me- 
redith word when he brought the widow to 
capitulate, and aſſured them Beck ſhould 
not have the decoration of the nuptial cham- 
ber, nor the ordering of the wedding 
ſupper, adding, he meant to aſ Lady Dy. 
to be one of the bride-maids, and frequently 
| ſwore, if he was not in ſuch a critical ſitu- 
ation, ke would COR them abroad, for 


1 I. I. 25 AF 


he longed to ſee France, and was not ſure 
whether he ſhould not join them at Avig- 
non after the knot was tied; as he was ſo 
much accuſtomed to their ſ{=1ety, he ſhould 
find Tregony, though he was in love, 
horridly dull when they-were gone. > 


The day before that fixed upon for 
their departure, he came running into the 
breakfaſt parlour, panting for breath, 
hardly giving himſelf time to make his 
ever ſhort compliments, before he ex- 
claimed— | 


* 


They are off, a hundred miles upon the 
road by this time. The village is all in an 
uproar. I left old Parry dancing before 
the blackſmith's, and curſing the old wo- 
man, Lady Dy's aunt I mean, for very life.“ 

„Why ſurely her Ladyſhip has not 


 eloped with his ſon | ?” aſked the Vana "2 


neſs, 
e They are both miſſing, - tial 
Old Parry was capering, with a letter: in his 

D 4 hand, 
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hand; and ſwearing the aunt was the con- 
triver of the d 
might maintain them when they returned; 
for, he took his Maker to witneſs, he would 
never beſtow a ſhilling upon the ungracious 
varlet — he worked hard for his money, 
wiſhing to make a gentleman of his dearly 
beloved Hugh, but now he would leave every 
farthing he is worth to ſupport hoſpitals,” 


d ſcheme, and that ſhe 


cc What he ſays now IS not to be heeded, 


obſerved the Marquis; © he will never 
think of — an only ſon in his 
cooler moments.“ 


« ] ſhould not wonder if he. did, my 


Lord Marquis ; he is as obſtinate as he is 
ignorant, and he ſwears he will not ſleep 
till he has altered his will.” 


« But how did they get off?“ enquired 


Meredith. 


© On horſeback it is preſumed. Hugh 


told his father and mother he was going to 
dine at the Graftons', inſtead of which he 
met my Lady in ſome by- place, and away 
they galloped. His not coming home be- 


fore 


* 
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fore the old folks retired, did not ſurpriſe 
them ; but when it was diſcovered he had 

not ſlept there, they began to wonder; 3 and 

while they were debating the point, the 
blackſmith preſented himſelf with the letter 
I mentioned, which Hugh had left in his 
hands, with orders to deliver it this morn- 
ing. Then the game began; he followed 
the man home, and there I left him, abuſing 
both him and the aunt, and en the 
whole village at his expence.” 


Clement ſmiled expreſſively at Meredith, 
who was rather ſorry he had been at all 


acceſſary to the young man's folly ; but ſe- 


riouſly aſſured his couſin, the moment they 
were &te-a-tete, he was by no means aware 
of this wiſe ſcheme, which afforded a fund 
of converſation for the enſuing week, and 
Lady Manſel an opportunity of pointing 
out the great impropriety of ſuch matches to 
her darling Rebecckc a. 
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hand, and ſwearing the aunt was the con- fo 
triver of the d d ſcheme, and that ſhe the 
might maintain them when they returned ; no! 
for, he took his Maker to witneſs, he would MW wh 
never beſtow a ſhilling upon the ungracious bla 
varlet ;—he worked hard for his money, II 
wiſhing to make a gentleman of his dearly har 
beloved Hugh, but now he would leave every ing 
farthing he is worth to ſupport hoſpitals.” | the 
What he ſays now is not to be heeded,” bot 
| obſerved the Marquis; © he will never wh 
think of difinheriting an only ſon in his 
cooler moments.” ( 
e ſhould not wonder if he did, my wh 
Lord Marquis; he is as obſtinate as he is ¶ acc 
ignorant, and he ſwears he will not ſleep If rio 


till he has altered his will.” wer 
| « But how did they g get off as enquired of 1 
| | Meredith. of c 


4 On horſeback it i Sed. Hugh 
told his father and mother he was going to 
dine at the Graftons', inſtead of which he 
met my Lady in ſome by-place, and away 
they galloped, His not coming home be- 
fore 
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fore the old folks retired, did not ot ſurpriſe 
them ; but when it was diſcovered he had 
not ſlept there, they began to wonder ; 3 and 
while they were debating the point, the 
blackſmith pręſented himſelf with the letter 
I mentioned, which Hugh had left in his 
hands, with orders to deliver it this morn- 
ing. Then the game began ; he followed 
the man home, and there I left him, abuſing 
both him and the aunt, and ann the 
n village at his expence.“ 


Clement ſmiled e at Meredith, 
who was rather ſorry he had been at all 
acceſſary to the young man's folly; but ſe- 
riouſly aſſured his couſin, the moment they 
were iete- d- tete, he was by no means aware 
of this wiſe ſcheme, which afforded a fund 
of converſation for the enſuing week, and 
Lady Manſel an opportunity of pointing 
out the great impropriety of ſuch matches to 
her darling Rebecca. ” 
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The following morning the radar fa- pe 
ee ſer out for Fairfield, which they reach- © 
ed on the ſecond day to dinner. The Mar- ap 
quis and Marchioneſs were both delighted pc 
with the rural elegance that the houſe and in 
grounds diſplayed, particularly the altera · MW pu 
tions of Clement's Planning ; who, with bo 
j renovated pleaſure, in company with his foc 
parents, retraced the ſcenes of kis child- 
hood, happy to recapkulate the nume- 
rous marks of affection he had received be 
from the former owner of this beautiful ru: 
little villa. | | ex 


The Marquis, whoſe age rendered him to 
very ſuſceptible of fatigue, choſe to dedi - ex, 
cate the day after their arrival to repoſe 

ut the young men, having buſineſs in | 
London, let out the moment they had hat 
breakfaſted, meaning to return to a ſix ; 

o' clock dinner: for the ſake of expedition 

they made uſe of poſt-horſes, and had juſt 
reached the ſummit of a ſteep hill, about 
half a mile from Paddington, when they 

. perceived 
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perceived a large crowd of people, Aill at 
ſome diſtance, but advancing with great 
apparent ſpeed. Clement called to the 
poſtillions to enquire what it meant; and 
in a few ſeconds were informed they were 
purſuing a mad bullock, now in fight. The 
boys, therefore, pulled up to the fide of the 
foot-path, to allow him plenty of room. 


e- They had ſcarcely ſtopped their horſes 

ed before the gentlemen; perceived two ladies 

ful MW running towards them, ſcreaming through 

- exceſs of terror, without conſidering they 
were for that very reaſon much more likely 

im to attract the notice of the animal which 


di- excited their dread. 
e; | 2 
in Sendible af their real danger, Clement 


ad haftily threw open the chaiſe-door, and, 
ſix jumping out, almoſt inſtantaneouſly caught 
on hold of the foremoſt, who, unconſcious what 
uſt W ine did, ſprung into the carriage with very 
ut little of his affiſtance : Meredith ran ta- 


ey wards the other, who was ſome way behind, 
{4 _ 'D 6 


and 


* de > 4 2 r _ : 8 2 « >, 
* 5 „* — — 3 *** —C_ — " 2 * 5 
—— —— — 2 
rr * „24 — * — 22 
r e 2 PETE p * -% r 


% „„ 


2 — 8 po U 
92 ITED q 
_- AY ———z CRY , 
: fo Ms rr be 
Þ * * N 


60 ELLESMERE 


and dragged her along juſt in time to place 
her by the ſide of her friend before the fu- 
rious animal came up, who, making a mo- 
mentary ſtand, increaſed, if poſſible, the ¶ ne: 
| ladies* terror, hardly yet thinking them- MW mc 
ſelves in ſafety. bat 


Fn K 9 1 


Clement ſhut the door, perceiving the I opj 


beaſt kept the road, and certain he could lan 
avoid him without running any great riſk Ha 1 
ſhould he make, towards him; though IM La. 
the firſt and youngeſt of the ladies, notwith- 

ſtanding ſhe was ſtill in great fear for her- c 
ſelf, was by no means inſenſible of the ¶ rep 
danger he and Meredith ſo voluntarily in- van 
curred, and repeatedly requeſted them to get I in i 
into the carriage. The crowd of rabble Ii tlen 
which were in purſuit, ſeemed as ſavage as hur 
the poor animal wuoſe malady they had ing 
produced, and were almoſt as great " 
objects of terror to the ladies, whom Cle- thin 


ment and Meredith, the real danger being ene. 
over, had now time to conſider. 


The 
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e The firſt was an elegant, and, what might 
be termed, a very fine girl, between eigh- 
teen and nineteen; the other appeared 
e WW nearer forty than thirty, but affected the 
- MW moſt youthful airs, and a degree of childiſh 
MB baſhfulneGs truly ridiculous :—though, anxi- 
cous to impreſs her protectors with a high 
ie opinion of her conſequence, ſhe began to 
jd lament their having ventured out without 
k Ja ſervant; it was acting fo contrary to Ky 
rh Lady's ſtrict 2 . 
H. Lp e 
r- Now do 3 abſurd, Phillimore,” 
ie Wl replied her companion, © an army of ſer- 
n- vants would have been of very little avail 
in ſuch a conjuncture: thanks to theſe gen- 
tlemen, we have, at their riſk, eſcaped un- 
hurt; fo pray do not let us think of detain» 
ing them any longer.“ 
1 muſt requeſt, ladies, you would not 
think of getting out of the chaiſe, fright- 
ened - as you have been,” ſaid Clombnnts 
my friend and I are going to town; ſo 
ſhort a walk will do us both good, there- 
4 15 | fore 
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fore permit me to give your orders to the 
poſtillions.“ 
Le Tou are much too obliging, Sir,” 
replied the younger lady, © but I cannot 
think of availing myſelf of your conſiderate 
offer; nay, I hardly think, had I been in 
my ſenſes, I ſhould have got into your car- 
riage, had I gueſſed you meant to have ex- 
poſed cif to the danger from which 
you ſo kindly reſcued us: but we are really 
not far from home, therefore I muſt. beg 
you will permit us to alight.” 

206 Yes, indeed we muſt, gentlemen,” 
rejoined the friend, « for J hardly know 
whether our terror, which certainly incapa- 
citated me from attending to the propriety 
of the action, would appear a ſufficient ex- 
cuſe to my Lady for thus eie the Pro- 
tection of two abſolute ſtrangers.“ 

This 3 ſo little riſk of incurring any 
danger from the attempts cf the other ſex, 
Clement could ſcarcely refrain a ſmile while 
he opened the carriage-door. TM 

Wo » Meredith, 


% 
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Meredith, ſtill more amuſed by the im- 
plied fears of one of the plaineſt women he 
had ever ſcen, ſaid, Had I been maſter 


of the carriage, my Lord, I would not have 


reſigned ſuch a prize ſo tamely; I ſhould 
have taken advantage of theſe ladiesꝰ terror 
to ſtrike into the great north road.“ 
Why you have convinzed us, Sir,“ 
replied the youngeſt, whom Clement was 
handing out, the days of chivalry are 
not quite over. But, ſuffer me once more 
to return my ſincere thanks to your Lord- 
ſhip for aſſiſtance I ſhall ever with regret 
remember might have been attended with 
ſuch dangerous conſequences to yourſelf.” 


Her companion was ſtill more profufe 
in her acknowledgments upon this unex- 
pected diſcovery of Clement's rank; and 
was certain, when Lady Bellville heard the 
extent of their obligations to his Lordſhip, 
ſhe would be anxious to add her thanks to 
thoſe of ber danghter. 


«Tam. 
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te I am happy, Miſs Phillimore,” faid her 
ſmiling friend, © you ſeem to think in fa- 
vour of our protectors. Now my mother 
would overlook the impropriety you juſt 
hinted we had been guilty of, in not 
ſuffering ourſelves to be toſſed by the mad 
bull, rather than accept the aſſiſtance of wer 
ſtrangers. Gentlemen, I wiſh you a very 
good morning.“ taking her companion's 
arm, and returning the way they came. _ 


Clement and Meredith now reſumed their 
ſeats, and pou their mer. 


« A fine girl ed the latter. — 

« Yes, and very free from fecarions am, 

_ rejoined Clement, which, as ſhe appears a 
| woman of faſhion, and is evidently of rank, 
is ro ſmall praiſe, Miſs Phillimore, ] pre- 
ſume, is her governeſs. I almoſt wonder 
they were walking unattended.” ? 
«] preſume they live in or near Pad- 
dington,” replied Meredith, who, in pulling 
the ops of his coat. from under him, felt 
a letter, 
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| letter he knew muſt have been left by 

one or other of the ladies, which he e * 8 
produced. reading 15 

„ To the bowel Miſs Bellville, 
Bellville Houſe, Piccadilly.“ f 

« Come, it belongs to our favourite,” he 

went on.—* A foreign poſt-mark too 
Chamoerry—it has travelled ſome few miles. 
It is a woman's hand, ſo it cannot be the i 
production of an adorer.” | 
“Do pray ſtop the poſtillions, and ſend 

it after them,” interrupted Clement, © they 
Fare {till in fight; there, they have this mo- 
ment turned to the left.” | : 
« Your Lordſhip may not be curious—1 
am. How do I know what diſcoveries this 
paper may lead to ?—I want a wife, you 
now; and I like Miſs Bellville well enough © 
to wiſh to know a little more of her; 
though, upon reflection, ſhe will not ſuit 
me neither. She had no eyes but for your 
Lordſhip—all her thanks were addreſſed to 
you; and the woman I honour with my 
ame, muſt convince me ſhe prefers the cut 

di, my face to that of every man breathing. 


Still 


While he was ſpeaking. 


may not give us credit for our forbearance — 


not choice, has made me again an inhabitant 


bleakeſt drearieſt parts of Europe. 
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Still 1 ſhall read this letter,” unfolding it 


” That is being very ungenerous,” ſaid Cle- 
ment; but, as he mate his remonſtrance 
had the leſs effect: and Meredith aſked if he 
ſhould read it 'aloud - Why now the miſ-· n 
chief is done,” ſaid Clement, and the lady 


© T will ſave you any more excuſes fo 
being as Eveiſh as myſelf, Was the ES 
beginning to read— 


| « Chateau de Vermont, bu! G 
© My BEST CAROLINE, | | 

% Your kind conſolatory nes over-he 
took me at Paris. How unfortunate I could Italie 
not ſee you before I left England! — Youſnyſc 
very juſtly accuſe me of incoherency in the 
haſty ſcrawl I diſpatched from London, toſfacr, 
inform you of my approaching departure. pon 
I hardly knew what I wrote I will there- 
fore more minutely account for the date offi 
this, conſcious you are convinced neceſſity. 


of one of the drearieſt caſtles in one of che 


® Nine days before I left England, never 
perhaps to return, my father ſent for me 
into his ſtudy, (he was juſt returned from 
Court), to inform me he was appointed am- 


he 

Ii. Un conſequence leave England in the courſe 
dy f a month. My aunt, who was alſo pre- 
ent, ſaid, as this event would haſten her re- 


no objection to accede to my father's 


full as reaſonable as the abſurd expeCtation 
zhich brought her over), ſimply then that 
would give my hand to her darling ſon, 
the Noble Baron Corzola, a little Anglo 


uidſicalian fop, not a twelvemonth older than 
Lou myſelf. 
the] What my good aunt ſaw in his fam 


nher, the Count de Vermont, I cannot take 


lame liberty ſhe was allowed. This I very 
gently repreſented to them both, alledging, 
| G0 not feel chat regard for the Baron T 
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baſſador to the Court of Spain, and ſhould . 


urn into Savoy, ſhe hoped I ſhould have 


wiſhes and her hopes, (which were to the 


pon me to decide ;—but I have no fault 
to find with her choice: all I requeſt is te 


thought 
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know, when of age, I ſhall be in a grea 
meaſure freed from all parental controul; 
therefore who can blame my father for toc 
great an exertion of that power he is ſo un 
willing to relinquiſh? In ſhort, they cho 


have treated my couſin fince his arrival i 
England, as a proof he was by no mean 
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thought it eſſential to my future happineſ 
to feel for the man I might be inclined to 
accompany to the altar. I had once before 
argued this point with my father, and had 
hoped he would have ceaſed to preſs me; 
but the large fortune I inherit from my 
grandmother would be of too great uſe in 
repairing this ſole remaining veſtige of the 
ancient grandeur of the Vermonts, not to 
induce my aunt to endeavour to appropriat 
it to ſo laudable a purpoſe :—beſides, you 


01 


to conſider the friendly politeneſs wit 
which, out of compliment to my aunt, 


diſagreeable to me. Propriety, it ſeems 
not romance, ought to guide young womet 
of my rank in their choice of a huſband 


and every thing, 1 in their opinion, conſpire 
If 
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1 toe was deeply enamoured with my charms, 
fore 
had 
De; 
my 
e Min a nearer. degree of relationſhip 1 we 
thiWnow ſtood to each other. 8 

t i My father ſwore I ſhould never, by his 


aſſented to the latter aſſe veration, but ſtill 


riatWconſent, marry any other man; and inſiſted 
youſtupon hearing my real objection to ſuch an 
rreafalliance, laying a PENNE ſtreſs upon the 


vord. real. | ; | 2 
We were of different nations.” I re- 
plied, « different religion, and far diffetent 


oul; 
co 
un 
-hok 
wit 


but could I heſitate in ſuch a caſe ! ?—My 
father, more enraged than I had ever ſeen 


nacy; but 1 it ſhould be his care to Prevent 
5 me 


o render my couſin a moſt eligible match. N 


urged my aunt; he would make an excel- 5 
ent huſband, pronounced my father. 


begged leave to decline conſidering him 


in our ſentiments; in ſhort, 1 never, with 
my own conſent, would marry a foreigner,” s 
e This was ſpeaking, perhaps, too plain; 


him, ſwore he but too well gueſſed my real 1 
reaſon for diſplaying ſuch miſplaced obſti- . = 
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me from throwing myſelf away upon have 


\ crediting what he read, and then raiſing hi: 


_ encouraged my father to proceed in the 


ſimilar charges, I coolly ſaid, Whatever opi 
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low fellow Davenport. — 
| [Meredith made a ſudden pauſe, hardly 


eyes, unconſciouſly fixed them upon the 
Earl, in expectation of ſome explana- 
tion; who, with glowing cheeks, at— 
tempted to ſmile, while he requeſted hin 


to proceed. Hardly knowing what he did 
and ſincerely penny he had been {os 45 
curious, he obeyed.] I w 
ſho1 


« Surely, Caroline, there is a ſort af” mai mer 
gical ſound in ſome names! What wouldcon 
I have given to have been able to hear theſſho! 


one I have of late hardly dared repeat 1 Kne 


myſelf, unmoved! In vain [ endeavoured t; and 
conquer my agitation, and filence my beat- 
ing heart. I heſitated, ſtammered, which 


ſame ſtrain, till, rouſed by a repetition ol 


nion you may entertain of your daughter 
m 


man 
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my Lord, believe me ſhe is in no danger | 
of forfeiting your eſteem by. forming a 
_— with the low fellow you allude 
0. -The diſgraceful epithet had particu- 
= aches me, as even my father 
could allow he was a moſt elegant young 
man before he took it into his head I had 


Hat 


his 
the 


ana. . 
a. diſpoſed of my heart in his favour.— 

1 « You know—” I was proceeding, when 

him ien 


my father ſtopped me ſhort, telling me he 
was returned to England, and he knew what 
J was aiming at; but he would take care! 
ſhould not forfeit his eſteem in the way I - | 
mentioned, as whether or not I choſe to 
comply with his and my aunt's wiſhes, I 
ſhould return with her into Savoy: there, he 
knew, I ſhould be ſafe during his abſence; 
and if I ſtill continued averſe to my couſin, 
at Vermont, I ſhould be in no danger of 
forming a leſs eligible connection. I knew 
it would be a vain attempt to endeavour 
to make him revoke this decree, though, 
- opiſas you write me, he might have found, 
hrerlimany more eligible ſituations for me in 
ml . . „ e 


did 
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1 England; and I cannot believe he ſeriouſſ 8 
bl entertains any fears reſpecting Davenport. bu 
Ml Now we are upon the ſubje&, pray en gl 
| deavour to learn if he really is returned. Mill 
li aunt has kindly told me ſhe has heard h 
. was married, and dying of a broken hearM.q. 
4 owing to the deſertion of his wife. Wha,» 
| l a ſhallow tale! The firſt part I might ha] 
| [ credited, for I am certainly not ſingular ii Cie 
i | my admiration of one of the fineſt ope lad) 
countenances, and moſt elegant forms, Nnou 
5 ever beheld; and truſt me, Caroline, th „ 
ll mind, the temper, and the underſtandinifjis 

W do not diſgrace features and a figure I ſhalceiy 
WW ever conſider as the criterion of manleneg 


beauty. Therefore what woman could deſenſſſh; w 
i ſuch a man? — Why was not he born to thi 
WW coronet my ape of a couſin diſgraces? 
bl Think you I ſhould have objected to hi 
country, or his religion, in that caſe ?—Ex 
cuſe me, deareſt Caroline, - you have neve 
been in love, but you never ſaw Clemen 
Davenport ; nor do I wiſh you ſhould ;—tliiſcy: 


if you was to tell me you had, and chan age ? 


44 
| ou { 
Lad) 
inclir 
. 40” 
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aſh anfwered my. deſcription, I ſhould be 
but I will not write another word pou the | 


— ſubject.” — 


looks. 


nour.“ 
his friend, with increaſing archneſs, per- 
ned, while he ſaid, ] preſume you know 


now our Ambaffador at Madrid?“ 


* bs 
* - - 
= * * 
: +» + 
. "x 


inclined: to believe you have ſeen.” 
« You deſerve infinite credit for fucks * 
eorery. Ft your ever had that advan 
age! 87 3 A, | 
VOL: His - 1 Situated 


Shall I read any mote, my Lol 27 


aſked Meredith, with peculiar archneſs1 in his 


Have you no idea whe it is?“ enquired 5 


ceiving Clement's colour was greatly height- 


« Oh, I am \ perfedtly ſatisfied, oy replied | 
Clement; © only turn to the name of the fair 
lady was does me ſuch undeſerved ho- 


as well as myſelf that the Earl of Greville is 


e do, and that the letter I have forced 
You to liſten to, was. written by his daughter, 
Lady Auguſta Cameron, whom I am rather 25 


74 


miſtake not. But who is this Counteſs of 
Vermont ſhe mentions?“ wiſhing to draw 


aunt. She married the Count while he was 
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on 
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Situated as Clement was, Meredith could 


not rally him as he would have wiſhed, wi 
therefore merely replied in the negative, up 
adding, I have heard Lord Ormond men- Hoe 
tion her father as being a true courtier, fs 


and a great admirer of the ladies. She has 
a brother, who is now upon his travels, if I 


Clement on, being curious to learn how he 
became © —_—_ with the family. 


The Faris fiſter, od Ls Auguſta 8 


upon an embaſſy at our Court; ſhe was 
very poor, and he was ſuppoſed t to be very 
rich; but I have never ſeen either her or 
her ſon. Lady Auguſta's maternal grand- 
mother, from whom ſhe inherits the fortune 


ſhew you the houſe as we return; and as 
her Ladyſhip loſt her mother before, ſhe 
was Maria's age, the Counteſs of Belmont 


arg her ups Mrs. Davenport was in 
| habits 
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* 


habits of intimacy with that lady, and, 
while a child, I ſometimes attended her 
upon thoſe viſits. As I grew up, indeed 
ſoon after I was turned of twelve years old, 


ſhe always left me at home when ſhe paid 

her reſpects to the Dowager, who removed 

to London with her young charge much 
about that period; and from that time till 
within ſix months of Mrs. Davenport's 
death, I never ſaw her lovely grand-daugh- 
ter. But the Counteſs, not being well, re- 

turned about that time to Belmont Lodge, 
ind I then ſometimes, either in my walks or 
rides, uſed to meet my former playfellow, 
ho is three years younger than myſelf: 

ſhe was a beautiful child, and I greatly re- 
gretted her removal to London; but when 
ſne again appeared upon our horizon, was 
t in nature ſuch a /ow fellow as myſelf ſhould 
ven fancy he was diſtinguiſhed by an Earl's 
laughter ?—But, as ſhe very juſtly obſerves, ._ 
ont no more of the filly ſubject. I once thought 

> 1 ove could not exiſt without hopè: but 
its OD a3 2ĩ2ũ2?2' _—_— 


for reaſons I could not at that time fathom, 
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4 


give me her letter, and let me requeſt, as I 
it was evidently not. written for our peruſal, N h 
that you will, as ſpeedily as n forget ir 
the contents.” te 
« T will endeavour to obey you,“ was ; the n 
reply, „but I cannot help thinking Miſs th 


Bellville had a preſentiment you were the 
very man ſhe was forbid to admire.” 

A truce with your raillery, and the 
ſubject, Meredith; of all men upon earth, 
J have leaſt reaſon. to be vain. Madame th 
de Grand-Pre once, no doubt, ſaw me with for 
very favourable eyes; I can only ſuppoſe 1 far 
do not improve upon intimacy. But I pre- jo: 
ſume this is Ormond Houſe?” | wit 


The poſtillions were drawing up to a houſe ¶ he 
in St. James's-Square. | 


ce Preciſely,” rephed Meredith, poſ 

erin | con 

In a few minutes the ſmall eſtabliſhment half 
the Marquis generally left in town had their WW all 
CXCE 


curioſity g oratified by a ſight of their young 
LON 


— 
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Lord, who ſoon kniſhed the buſineſs which 
had brought him to. London, and, accord- 
ing to promiſe, pointed out Belmont Lodge 
to Meredith on their return ; but as he did 
not mention their morning's rencontre to 
the Marquis and Marchioneſs, his friend 
pscſerved the ſame filence, | 
During the enſuing fortnight, the Earl 
was preſented at St. James's, and received 
the perſonal congratulations of all his Hert- 
fordſhire neighbours. In addition to his 
family name, he continued to bear his be- 
loved benefactreſs's, and quartered her arms 
with thoſe of the Ormond's upon his own | 
carriages, ever anxious to diſplay the reſpect 
he bore her memory. e 


The Marquis, while in town, put him in 
poſſeſſion of his grandfather's fortune, and, 
contrary to his earneſt wiſhes, ſettled one 
half of his own income upon him, including 
all his landed property, his Welch eſtate 
excepted; ehe therefore thus early became 

3 one 
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one of the richeſt Peers in Englang, aa 
totally. independent of his excellent father, 
-who ſoon found he had rather" ſtrengthened 
than leſſened his authority, as Clement re- 
queſted his advice upon every occaſion, 
= and ever made it a rule to conform to it 
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A the pellen time they ſet out for I nar 
Dover, and, after a very pleaſant paſſage, 700 
ſeparated with regret at Calais. The Mar- f 
quis travelled with his own horſes, and a ſuite ann 
becoming his ſuperior rank; Clement and ſeqi 
his companion purſued their journey poſt in 
the former's chaiſe, their valets following 


— K — 
* up * your 4 
—— 
—_—y „ Oey 2 —·r 


( 


in Meredith's, with three outriders. They littl 
* | i Troy 


Nept 
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llept the firſt night · at Caſſel, . reached 
Liſle between two and three in the after- 
noon the next day. They had. been re- 
commended to the Hotel de Bourbon; thi- 
ther therefore they drove, their courier 
having preceded them to ſecure proper 
accommodations. French poſtillions are 
ſure to let every body know when they are 
well paid, and were at that time particularly 
partial to driving a Mi Lord Angleis; they 
therefore made ſuch a noiſe with their whips 
when they turned under the gateway of the 
Hotel, that they diſturbed a large party of 
Officers, Engliſh, and other travellers, who 
had dined at the Table d'Hote, or ordi- 
nary, and brought them to the door of the 
room in which they were aſſembled , to take 
a furvey of-people whom the general buſtle _ 
| announced to be travellers of great con- 
ſequence. : 

Clement alighted firſt, and was not a 

little ſurpriſed to recognize, among the 

crowd, which chiefly conſiſted of French 
F#& Officers 


Fd 
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Officers belonging to the garriſon, his two 
quondam Dyon acquaintances, in Britiſh 
regimentals, which beſpoke them of fome 
rank in the army. Meredith perceived his 
aſtoniſhment ; but aſked no queſtions till 
they reached their apartment, which was at 
once ſpacious and commodious, and com- 
manded a very g good view of the Grande 
Place, or ſquare. = foll 


4406 


Having iſſued their orders about dinner, N Witt 
the landlord left the room; and Clement paſſ 
mentioned where and when he had formerly 
ſeen the two | ſwaggering bucks in queſtion, T 


And do you think they recollected 7 
you ?” aſked. Meredith. 
1 rather think they did; but tou cer- 
tainly were not in the army when we laſt 
met.” : 
te Nor are they now I dare be ſworn,” re- 
joined Meredith. A regimental is a con- Nothe 
venient travelling dreſs, and procures the 


wearer more reſpect than * would meet dith 
| with 
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Wo with in any other. Theſe frontier towns © 
1h Hare generally infeſted with crowds of low 
me Britiſh, not a degree better than ſwindlers, 
his who aſſume any diſguiſe likely to procure 
tall them credit, But hark ! they ſeem to be at 


high words below; opening the door. 


Clement, who was equally as curious, 
followed him out, and both took their ſta- 
tions upon the landing - place, from whence 
without being ſeen, they could hear all that 
paſſed below. 


Depoſit the money,” cried, as they 
ſuppoſed, a French Officer. 

« I have not ſo much about me, ' replied 
the ſhorteſt of the Engliſhmen ; „you can- 
ot doubt my honour, Major? I repeat 
[my words, the young fellow who firſt 


livery; I do not pretend to diſpute * 
other's being a Lord.“ ; 
“There's for you * whiſpered Moores: 
dith, highly amuſed. / b 
2 5 ae ment 


alighted is only a valet, or gentleman out of . 


1 1  ELLESMER r. | 
{ | Clement ſmiled, and they 1 to 
| q l | liften, | & 
9 | None of the French Officers could be- 
| | ö | Heve this aſſertion. The young man's dreſs, t! 
[ ll! manners, and appearance were far ſuperior ſa 
L | to thoſe ofa valet; beſides, he was much {e 
i | too familiar with his companion, whom 
4 they had all remarked even gave him the 
„ pas. They would not affirm he was affff an 
5 Lord, but they would lay any _ he was re. 
: in no ſervile ſituation. tie 
| | | a \ 
« Done! done!” repeated the two > Engliſh the 
men. a 5 Eo wa 
< 


Various bets were now made, and the 
Engliſhmen again pledged their honour for © 1 
the forthcoming of their money. It now] my 
only remained to decide the queſtion. The me 
Earl's ſervants had been too buſily em- Lo 
ployed about the carriages, which had c 
drove forwards into the court, to attend tothe 
the diſpute, which being beſides carried on you 
„ ; 1 


to 


Imy Lord; 
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in French, was much beyond ſome of their | 
comprehenſion. 


The French Officers propoſed referring 
the matter to the landlord ; if he could not 
ſatisfy them, they muſt have recourſe to the 
ſervants. 
The landlord was accordingly ſummoned, 
and a Knight of St. Lewis, who had hitherto 
remained neuter, was defired by both par- 
ties to put the queſtions, which he did in 
a very few words, ſimply enquiring whe- 
ther the young man, who had _—_ firſt, 
was in the other's ſuite. 

| 

Not he truly,“ replied the landlord. 

*I will not be poſitive, but I think he is 


the courier however told 


me they were couſins ; ſo if he is, not my 
Lord, he is a very great man.” 

4e There, gentlemen, there! re-echoed 
the Officers, © I hope you will acknowledge 
vou have loſt; the point in debate was not 
whether 


E 6 


* 
* 
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whether he was a Lord, but whether he was 
a valet, or a gentleman,” . 
And I repeat my former aſſertion, gen- 
tlemen, ' ſaid one of the Engliſhmen, “ this 
young fellow, whatever name he may now 
bear, or whatever rank he may have aſ- 
' ſumed, was originally nothing more than a 
valet, Captain Lucas and myſelf ſaw him 
no very long time ſince at Dijon, in Bur- Wa d 
gundy, and I will take my oath he was then Wipe 
only courier to a Swiſs Baroneſs. F rom Nvan 
ſome obſervations we made at the time, I Cle 
rather think that lady may have made his Weqr 
fortune; but, as to his being a Britiſh Peer, I pre 
or even related in the moſt diſtant degree his 
to one, is a moſt abominable falſity :—ſo 
lock to it, landlord; for, by your account, I © 
begin to think you have got a couple of My 
ſwindlers in your houſe.” one 
“That may be, gentlemen,” replied the I by 
landlord ; but they are not up ſtairs !. of 


This cutting retort bl a general mo 
laugh among the Officers, who again in- 
+ „„ ſiſted 


mond.“ 
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ſiſted. upon being paid. The Engliſhmen 
had ſhifted their ground, and gone from the 
original diſpute ; but they wok queſtion 
the ſervants belonging to the new comers, 
and if they confirmed the landlord's ſtory, 


they ſhould inſiſt upon being paid. 


The Knight of St. Lewis, who now took 
a decided part in the conteſt, happened to 
ſpeak very good Engliſh ; he therefore ad- 
vanced into the court, to addreſs the valets. 
Clement's man, who thought himſelf of 
equally as much conſequence as any. one 
preſent, hardly ſuffered the Knight to put 
his former queſtion, before he exclaimed— 


« In the ſuite of the other gentleman ! - 
My maſter, the Earl of Elleſmere, in any 


one's ſuite! I do not know what you mean 


by aſking ſuch a' queſtion, Sir. —He is one 
of the firſt and richeſt Pee rs in Great Bri- 
tain, the only ſon to the Marquis of Or- 
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are all Lords 1 in enn au 
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6 Tig falſe,” roared out both Engl 
men, falſe as hell !”*. 

I repeat my words,” ned one, 
«we ſaw him about two years ſince a ſer-. ¶ fu 
vant — yes, a ſervant,” perceiving the ge. NM 
neral aſtoniſhment his aſſertion created m 
among the Earl's ſuite ; “ but ] ſuppoſe y you tic 


That their maſter had ever been in ſuch yo 
a ſituation not one of his men believed, 


though they knew he had not long been a | 
Lord; and they were reſolved, at all events, ler 
right or wrong, to defend his cauſe. It may lan 
therefore be ſuppoſed with what acrimony ll the 
they retorted ſuch a charge, daring them toren 
repeat their words at the 'riſk of having all dec 
their teeth knocked down "_ throats, NRers. 
Pop 

6 ſhall certainly be called . fa and 
Clement, in evident perturbation, * and me 


what can I ſay, without deviating from be 


truth, which will not confirm every thing I la: 
: 3 thoſe 


37. 
thoſe fellows have advanced ? In how many 
ſhapes does my paſt folly croſs my path!“ 

« For heaven's ſake do not let * thing 
ſuch wretches can ſay, diſturb. you,” replied 
Meredith. Should you be called upon, 
merely tell the felows you will anſwer queſ- 
tions when they have informed you by what 
authority they wear regimentals, and refer 
the Officers to the banker mentioned in 
your circular letter of credit,” | 
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The diſpute meantime grew more vio- 
lent than ever; the French Officers, the 


landlord, and all the people belonging to 


the houſe, ſided with the ſervants. Two 


remarkably elegant poſt=chaiſes, the one 


decorated with a_ coronet and ſupport- 


ers, were ſuch- proofs of the rank and 


WM opulence of their maſters, that Captain Lucas 


and Major Hunt, as they ſtyled themſelves, 
met with .no credit. The Earl ought to 
be applied to, the French gentlemen de- 
clared; ſuch ſcandalous aſſertions made them 

deſerving. 
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deſerving the moſt exemplary puniſhinedty? 
judging Clement after their own hearts. 


\ / 


The Engliſhmen put no faith in this ex- 
pedient: there was no doubt he would ſup- 
port the parcel of ſcoundrels he main- 
tained, they obſerved ;—but their own ſer- 
vant could vouch for the truth of what they 
had advanced. He was immediately ſum- 
moned from his dinner, in the kitchen, to 
the ſcene of action. His maſters were both 
eager to ſpeak, but the landlord choſe to 
be orator— 

Did you ſee two gentlemen alight from 
that coronet carriage, friend?“ 

« Yes— what of that, Sir?“ [ 
« Did you ever ſee either of them be- 
| fore?” | 

« Not that I orally why. do you NY py 

There, gentlemen, there,” exclaimed 
the Officers, what have you to ſay now? 
This 1s a witneſs of your own chuſing !— 
Settle your wagers without loſs of time, or 
leave Liſle within the hour !—You firſt ha- 
zarded 
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varded à raſh aſſertion, and have endea- 
oured, by the moſt ſcandalous means, to 
Fupport it, to avoid paying debts you are 
ex-Nenſible you have incurred: prove your- 

ſelves men of honour by immediately com- 
plying with our demands, or never more 
publicly ſhew your faces in this town.“ 


Without attending to theſe ſerious re- 


, to monſtrances, they again Ne Sons to their 
oth Micrvant— 


e Would you pretend to fay, Robert, 
rom you did not fee the youngeſt of the gen- 
lemen who alighted from that carriage, at 
Pijon with a Swiſs lady?“ 
ce cannot take upon me to ſay whether 
I did or not, Sir; you had more reaſon to 
remember him than I had. He did not © 
fling me into the horſe-trough, you will 
pleaſe to recollect! Fe, 


An madam and, for ſome time, ge- 
cral burſt of laughter ſucceeded this ex- 
planation. 
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planation. No one now affected to diſcredi 
their having ſeen the Earl before; and th 
Officers, when they could ſpeak, ſwore the 
would ſerve them the ſame if they heſitatet 
a moment longer to confeſs they had loft. 
\ : _ | | | 3 a aſ 
Clement's valet, bolder than ever, de 
clared himſelf ready to inflict the intended 
puniſhment upon them; but ſwore he woul 
firſt roſs them in a blanket if they did no 
inſtantly retract their baſe aſſertion. Utterl 
unable to comply with the Officers' de 
mands upon their purſe, the heroes had nd 
alternative but to perſiſt in their - ſtory 
which they repeated with additional cir- 
cumſtances; till, enraged beyond all endu- 
rance, the valet caught up a pail of dirty 
water, that was ſtanding near the kitchen 
door, in which, during the conteſt, the ſculf 
lion had been ſcaling ſome fiſh. for the 
Earl and Meredith's dinner, and flung 
it in the orator's face, mo + he ſhould 
ſwallow his words, and that too. 


„ The 


cred 
d the 
the 
itatet 
loſt, ¶lement and Meredith were not among the 
Fe amuſed. All the ſpectators regretted 
was not candle- light, becauſe the fiſh- 


ales would then have ſhone with redou- 


5 de 


>nded 


vou led luſtre ; and every one applauded the 
d noſffervant ;—he could not have given them a 
terhMreater proof, the Officers ſaid, had any 


deen wanting, of his maſter's rank, not for- 
getting to remind the ſufferer that he had 


de 
1d nd 


toryWot yet ſettled his debts of honour, 
ndu Half mad with vexation, and driven to 


heir laſt reſource, they inſiſted upon being 
onfronted with the Earl; if he denied the 
ruth of what they had advanced, they would 
onſent to pay the money. As for the valet, 
ey would hear what his maſter choſe to 
ay, before they proceeded to * their 


omplaints againſt him. 


dirty 
chen 
ſcul 
- the 
flung 
zould 


The 
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Meredith, | 


The figure the ſmart buck now cut, may 
he better imagined than deſcribed, and the 
nirth was more vociferous than ever. The 
Farious remarks were ſo truly ludicrous, 


a 
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Meredith, who had long expected the 
final deciſion would be referred to Clement, 
haſtily ſaid, while the Officers were ſettling 
who ſhould put ſo ſtrange a queſtion tO 4 
gentleman— 


it nec 
overh 
it ha: 
queſt 
[Com 
who 
choſe 
right 
ſome 


« There is but one way to turn the table; 
upon theſe inſolent fellows; let us go down, 
acknowledge the noiſe drew us out of the 
room, and that we have overheard part oi guide 
the diſpute, and inſiſt upon thoſe wretche: 


accompanying us to the Commandant's to Th 
give an account of themſelves. They evi- It im 
dently are people of no character, and will the c 
eaſily afford us an opportunity to diſpla Mi» | 
our lenity.“ | WE 
1 ” | IJ avin; 
Clement followed his advice wit hout he- {Mover 
ſitation. The moment they came in fight, Po 
a ſort of general ſilence prevailed, while the Nad a 
Earl thus addreſſed them— now. 
| . dation 

« The recent diſpute, gentlemen, ha it r 


been carried on in too high a key to make on 
it 0 
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overheard great part of what has paſſed: 
it has become ſo ſerious, that J muſt re- 
queſt you would all accompany me to the 
[Commandant's, as 1am determined to know 
who theſe Britiſh Officers are who have 
choſe to take upon themſelves to doubt my 


ſome of you, gentlemen, would be our 
guide?“ 


it impoſſible to parry. Perfectly aware of 
the conſequence of the intended viſit, they 
ſaw but one method of extricating them- 


e- 
u, upport their own claims to the rank they 
had aſſumed. They therefore inſtantly ac- 


knowledged, with viſible marks of trepi- 


th regard to his perſon : had they taken a 
ce Necond glance when he alighted, they ſhould 


it . 55 not 


it neceſſary for me to apologize for having 


right to the title I bear. May I requeſt 


This was a ſtroke the Engliſhmen found | 


ſelves from this very unexpected dilemma, 
aving utterly forgot, in their eagerneſs 'to | 
lower Clement, they could by no means 


dation, that they had been totally miſtaken 
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had a very hearty laugh with Meredith, who 
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0 


thou 


not have perſiſted in their unpardonable 
error: — and, far from complaining of 
Watſon, who eloried i in their humbled looks, 
they offered to make any apologies the Earl 
ſhould think adequate to their indiſcretion. 


ance, 
2aſe 

urbe 
he v 
oulc 
nto t 
ould 
gener 
ijon 
ach c 
cry | 
led 1 
ty), 
dy an 
dy thi 
uniſh 
noug] 
rove 
nd fit 
drced 
ave 
rant 


. Convinced they were what Meredith had 
ſuſpected, and the hoſt had hinted, namely, 
ſwindlers, Clement was not ſorry they had 
afforded him ſo excellent an opportunity 
of puniſhing them th, ſecond time; there- 
fore, declaring he ſhould feel no pleaſure 
in expoſing two countrymen, much as they 
might deſerve it, he bowed to the French 
Officers, who all reſpectfully returned the 
| compliment, and went up ſtairs; where he 


Was prognoſlicating that the diſcomfited 
heroes muſt make as haſty a retreat from 
' Liſle, as they had done from Dijon, when a 
rap at their door rather checked their mirth, 


Come in,” cried Meredith. 


One 


* 
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que of the ſuperior French Officers, 
ance, and apologized with that graceful 


urbed them; but he came in the name of 


4 Would not torbear once more Joining in the 


ach drawn by three large dogs, (which are 


ed to convey coals and wood about the. 
ie Nity), ſetting off from the door, attended 


ae y an amazing concourſe of people, headed 


10 y the inferior Officers, who, by way of 


d puniſhing them for not having money g 


m nough to anſwer their debts of honour, 
a Nrove them three times round the ſquare, 
h. {Wd finally to the city gates, where they 


reed them to alight, and deſired them to 


without 


— 


ne 


though a very young man, made his appear- 
-aſe peculiar to his nation for having diſ- 
he whole corps, to requeſt his Lordſhip 
ould ſtep to the windows, which looked 


nto the ſquare, He readily complied, and 


general mirth upon perceiving his two 
jon friends ſeated in two ſmall carts, 


y W<ry common in that town, and generally 


ave the town, promiſing to ſend their : 
rvant and baggage after them ; nor was it 
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without infinite difficulty they were pre. 


vailed upon to permit them to return to the ene 
Hotel to ſettle with the — hac 
N a Cle 
The 3 of Clement's ſervants wal {cn 
complete; but he felt ſome compunction, fro: 
raſcals as they were, at having been in a|iſſ cue 
manner forced to make himſelf a party in ſun 
the quarrel. Meredith declared they had lue, 
met with no more than what they deſervedi paic 
and it was an act of juſtice to expoſe ſuch per: 
wretches, who ſupported the appearance o Juſt 
gentlemen, merely by preying upon the pail 
young and unwary ;' he therefore thought: for! 
highwayman a man of honour, in compa - ther 
riſon. | mini 
Clement agreed they were not to bem A 
pitied, and was not ſorry they had been ſo wou 
ready to retract what they had advanced of t 
Wy CES gave 

« They were caught in their own ſnare, take: 
Meredith obſerved ; © _ thought on ſearc 
had be tted at a certainty,” “ from 
The vo 
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The appearance of their dinner put an 
end to the converſation; and, after they 
had finiſhed, they walked to the poſt-office. 
Clement enquired for the maſter ; and, pre- 
ſenting him the letter he imagined came 
from 'the Baroneſs, aſked him if he could 
gueſs who had put it in the poſt, pre- 
ſuming, as it contained a note of ſuch va- 
lue, and the inland poſtage muſt have been 
paid to Calais, he might have remarked the 
perſon he received it from. The man very 
juitly obſerved, that ſo many Engliſh letters 
paſſed through his hands, it was impoſlible 


| for him to recolle& the people who brought + 


them. The date of this one did not re- 
mind him of any particular circumſtance. 
Any further enquiries, Clement thought, 
would be equally fruitleſs, as the contents 
of the very letter which had led to this, 
gave him reaſon to ſuppoſe the Baroneſs had 
taken every precaution to evade his re- 
ſearches, and was, very probably, far diſtant 
from Liſle, notwithſtanding her letter came 
. mem 


* 
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from thence. The only ſure method of 


forcing her to diſcover her retreat, was to 
apply to her ſteward, and to declare his 


marriage; he was even determined to ſet- 
aſide the ſale he had countenanced, rather 
than continue in his preſent ſtate of ſuſ⸗ 4 


Pence, 


They therefore proceeded with all expe- 
dition to Paris, where they reſolved to 
ſpend only one night; but as they arrived 
. early in the afternoon, and had taken up : 
their quarters at an hotel very near the 
Theatre de Monſieur, then newly built, 
curioſity carried them thither 1 in the even- 


ing. 


The firſt act of the play was over before 
they got there; this they thought of little 
conſequence, but had ſcarcely taken their 
ſeats before their box-door was again open- 
ed, and Meredith received a ſmart pat upon 


the ſhoulder, which made him turn his 


head, and exclaim, in a tone of ſurpriſe— | 
« ] little 
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«] lite expected to ſee the Earl of 
Harold at Paris! TOW is your Lordſhip? 5 


Clement, who had 4115 locked Fb 
thought he had ſeldom ſeen a finer figure 


than Lady Diana Parry's brother; his 

handſome countenance beſpoke a ſort of 
daring intrepidity which rendered it more 2 
ſtriking than pleaſing: he was about Me- 
redith's age, and dreſſed with the moſt ſcru- 
pulous obſervance of the reigning faſhion; 
ſtill his commanding aſpect, and truly Her- 
culean form, ſcreened him from the appel- 


lation of a _ - 


Having expreſſed his pleaſure at unex- 


pectedly meeting his friend Edwin, as he 
called Meredith, he enquired how long he 
had been in Paris, whether he was come to 
make any ſtay, &c. &c. mas without 
waiting for an anſwer— 


J am upon the wing for the South ; I 


am but juſt come from Spa. Lady Harold 
ö fancied ä 


- 
W ; , 


| 
[ 
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fancied thoſe famous waters were ſovereign 
ſpecifics in diſorders of the imagination.“ 


Eee In polite terms, I preſume, her Lady- 
ſhip is nervous?” replied Meredith. But 


pray how long have you been married ? 


Am TI too late to offer the uſual congratu- 


lations upon ſuch occaſions ?” 
« Oh! no more joy, I requeſt ; but I am 


aſtoniſhed my marriage ſhould not have 
found its way into the Engliſh papers, ſo 
frequently as hey have amuſed the public 


at my expence.” 


e Why it was e in ſome of the. 
morning prints. I am happy to find it is 
true; for I dare ſay your Lordſhip has made 
ſo prudent a choice, no one will venture, 


to condemn you for having parted with your 

liberty.“ : 
In my place, Meredith, 

would have done: the ſame. 


I think you 
A very rich, 


and very handſome girl fell in love with 
the cut of my face; and, though not abſo- 
lutely an Engliſh woman, out of pure com- 
paſſion I offered her my hand ; and, if ſhe - -, 


J 
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was not my wife, I ſhould be tempted to 
ſwear ſhe is the fineſt woman in Europe ! 
But (ſpeaking in a whiſper) who is youn 
companion?“ 
© The Earl of Elleſmere,” * Me- 
redith, in the ſame tone; I preſume I need 
not add he is only ſon to the Marquis of _ 
Ormond.” | 2 8 | 
« No, no. Dy. wrote me a long account 
of his being reſtored to the old folks. — 
A-propes, ſhe has been your neighbour 
during the ſummer ; but before you tell me 
any thing about her, introduce me to your 
couſin.” 
Bs Upon condition you preſent me to the 
| Counteſs ?”? FE 
ce Apreed ; for upon my ſoul I am neither 
jealous, nor aſhamed of my wife.“ ; 
« Then allow me to preſent you to the 
Earl of Elleſmere.” | 


—— 


The nuts! having taken place, 
Lord Harold reverted again to his ſiſter, | 
e WY acknow- 
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acknowledging he had never anſwered her 
laſt letter, which was of rather an old date. 
« Then you have not heard of her mar- 
riage ?“ ſaid Meredith. 
» Not I, by Jove For heaven's ſake, 
who has ſhe picked up ?—Some curious 
Welchman though, no doubt ; but 1 is he 
rich?“ | 
« He is the ooly ſon of a neighbour, of 
mine, reputed to be amazingly * 
Then I will write this very evening to 
with her joy. But do tell me all about it; 
I am impatient to learn the particulars,” 


Meredith readily obliged him. 


« So ſo. But you do not think the ſurly 
old fellow is in earneſt ? What diſinherit 
an only fon for marrying into one of the 
q firſt families in England?“ 
= “ Though a Welchman, my Lord, he 
a | lays no ſtreſs upon his pedigree. But ſince 


you have married ſo well, perhaps if you 
would 


ry 


"Ip 


IN 


— — 


— 
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would write to him, and give him ſome 


hopes that you would make up for vour 
ſiſter's comma in point of fortune, he might 
relent.“ | 

« Faith, not I. Edwin: Dy. is old enough 
to know what ſhe was about; and I can 
find much better uſes for my wife's, or ra- 
ther my fortune, than to throw it away as 


you recommend. Let them look to the old 


fellow; he ought to ſupport. them, If the 
young one has any- ſpirit, he will knock his 


old Welch caſtle about his W and bury 


him and his will in the ruins. “ 

« Jour Lordſhip had better aſliſ the 
young couple with your advice.” ; 

«© No, no, Edwin, 1 ſhall leave them to 


take their own courſe; I ſhall hear from 
them ſoon enough if they know where to 
dire to me, for I was fool enough to write 


Dy. word I had made an excellent match.“ 


Clement vith difficulty ſuppreſſed his 
contempt upon hearing ſuch ſentiments 
openly. avowed, Turning, however, wholly 

__ ——— from 
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from the ſpeaker, he endeayoured to tranſ- 


fer his attention to the ſtage ; while Mere- 
dith aſked if the Counteſs was in the houſe. 


«© No, I leſt her at a hotel, in the Faux- 
bourg St. Germaine; for, joking apart, I 
have my doubts whether I ſhall not be a 
widower too ſoon for my intereſt. Matri- 
mony does not ſeem to agree with the 
Counteſs, who is abſolutely in a ſort of 
melancholy way, which the phyſicians tell 
me is the forerunner of a decline; and thoſe 


confounded Spa waters have rather done her 


harm than good: then, to mend the mat- 
ter, ſhe is as obſtinate as a mule. But I 
hope a winter in the South of France' will 
ſet her upon her legs again. She rather 
wiſhed to have accompanied me- this even- 
ing; but, like an affectionate huſband, I 
repreſented the riſk ſhe ran of catching 
cold, which might, in her weak ſtate, be 
attended with dangerous conſequences :— 


but, as I have no W to her ſeeing 


. company 


other at the play-houſe door. 


company at home, will you, gentlemen, give 
me your company to 1 pk | 


Cleniens had taken fuck a diliket to 15 new 
acquaintance, that Meredith, who had con- 
ſulted his looks, politely decliried the in- 
vitation ; they therefore took leave of each 


7 


© T once hoc” ſaid Niro end 
ſtar of Lord Harold's greatneſs was ſet, 
never to riſe again; but I find, like many 
more of his former acquaintance, I was 
miſtaken in my conjectures : though I pre- 
ſume his wife's fortune, if it is in his power, 
will ſoon take the road of his paternal i in- 


heritance; for a more diſſipated, unprin- 


cipled, extravagant rake never graced the 
Britiſh annals of faſhion, We were ſchool- 
fellows at Eton, and ſpent ſome time toge»: 
ther at the, Univerſity ;. but his Lordſhip: 
had made his retreat to the Continent be- 


fore I returned from the Grand: Tour, in 
conſequence of having ſpent every ſhilling. 


* 5 he 
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he could raiſe upon his eſtates and future 


expectations he has therefore, moſt pro- 
bably, impoſed upon ſome filly credulous 
.woman, who, I am apt to think, from his 
account, already ſeverely repents having 
placed her happineſs in his keeping.“ 
never yet heard a man glory fo 


openly in his own baſencſs;”” replied Cle- 


ment; but he is really ſo fine a figure, I 
.cannot ſo much wonder at his having re- 


trie ved his fortune by matrimony :—how- 


ever, little as I have ſeen of him, I ſin- 
cerely pity the poor woman who has fallen 
to his ſhare.” 

* «Tf he only turns her into ridicule,” re- 
plied Meredith, © ſhe may eſteem herſelf 
very fortunate ; but depend upon it if ſhe 
has either common ſenſe, or common feel- 
ings, ſhe muſt be miſerable with ſuch a 
character. He did right in marrying a fo- 
reigner ; for I think no Engliſh woman of 
fortune would have accepted of his title. 
Vet he can be, and always was, though a 
dangerous, a very pleaſant companion 
_—_  - among 


—. 


in 


among his own ſex; but he muſt be 
ſtrangely akered: if he makes a * huſ- 


band.“ 


A more 3 ſubje x Was tien ſtarted 
by mutual conſent; and the following morn- 


ing they proceeded on their journey, 


CHAP. VI. 


* 5 


CLEMENT felt none of his former im- 
patience to reach Lauſanne, as, notwith- 
ſtanding every thing which had been agreed 


upon, he was exceedingly undecided how 
to act when he arrived there. To declare 
his marriage, he feared, ' would be only 


* 


to proclaim his diſhonour. Perhaps: the 
5 F 6 knowledge 
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knowledge of his rank might engage the 


Dubois's to betray their truſt; to them, hi 
therefore, he would firſt apply. ac 
| 2 3 - 4 th 
Meredith, who readily concerved how qi 
unwilling he was to enter upon ſo irkſome ¶ di 


a taſk, adviſed their ſpending a few days ſe 
at Geneva, previous to their viſiting either ar 
the Dubois's or the ſteward, who was to 
be appealed to en dernier reſſort, it being 
very poſſible they might gain more in- G1 


telligence concerning the Baroneſs from or 
indifferent people, than from her former ſel 
friends and connections. | wh 
| nec 


Clement liked the notion, as he ſhould, the 
at all events, by this means, learn the ge- the 
neral character of Dubois, where he reſided, anc 
and the moſt probable conjectures which upc 
had ariſen from the Baroneſs's precipitate ¶ aſte 
retreat from Switzerland, e to 


Mr 0 Per dreaux Was very happy to {ee 
his for mer boarder, who, . h e 5 pre- 
ſumed, 


* 


Ko * 
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ſumed, had been incognito while before in 
his houſe ; and as all his other Genevian 
acquaintance were very eager to renew 
their intimacy with a man of ſuch conſe- 
quence, he had an opportunity of intro- 


ducing the ſubject neareſt his heart, in a 


ſele& party he joined the evening after his 

arrival. + 1 
Every one had heard that Madame de 
Grand-Prè had quitted Switzerland; but why 
or wkerefore no one could take upon them- 
ſelves to ſay, nor could any one fathom 
where the Dubois's had raiſed the money 
neceſſary to make their recent purchaſe, as 
the huſband was only a ſubaltern Officer in 
the French ſervice, at the time he married; 
and the wife was almoſt wholly dependant 
upon the Baroneſs. This rendered it rather 
aſtoniſhing” that they ſhould now be able 
to live quite in affluence at Rolles, a ſmall 
town between Geneva and Lauſanne, as 
they kept a carriage, regular ſet of ſer- 
vants, &c. &c. and were, in ſhort, ſtrongly 
Ti ſuſpected 
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| ſuſpecded o having egregiouſly duped 
the too” ea Baroneſs. 


her father's death,” ſaid an elderly gentle- i 
man, I have been frequently tempted to MW in 
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* That lady | has acted ſo FLIES fine 


think - ſhe has been guilty of ſome folly, M to 


which has put her very much in the power cor 


of Madame Dubois. For a young unmar- W fur 


ried woman, unattended by any proper fe- cor 


male companion, to ſet out upon her tra- his 


vels, was certainly not a mark of her pru · ¶ dat 
dence ;—and, upon her return, to diſpoſe W nati 
of all her late father's property with a pre- his 


cipitancy as inimical to her intereſts as to eluc 
her reputation, has given riſe to many ſcan-W beir 
dalous reports. The late Baron was to to c 


blame for leaving her ſo early her own] like 
miſtreſs; for it is my firm opinion, guic 
ſhe has become the prey of ſome low, de · ¶ proc 
ſigning ſharper, who has taken advantage take 
of her credulity : ſtill I am afraid ſhe i; righ 
not married, becauſe I know ſhe ſigned inter 
every thing relative to the ſale of her eſtates iniqt 


„ 1 


) 
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in her maiden name; though her ſteward, 


like myſelf, ſuſpects ſhe has formed fome 


connection ſhe 1 is aſhamed of : — 


5 
J 


Clement thought there was great juſtice 8 


in this gentleman's remarks, and was forced 
to acknowledge, with no ſmall degree of 
compunction, he had been in a great mea- 


ſure acceſſary to the Baroneſs's imprudent 


conduct. His keeping her in ignorance of 
his real ſituation in life had laid the foun- 
dation for the Dubois' s ſucceſsful machi- 
nations, who had, no doubt, eaſily perſuaded 


his wife ſhe would find no difficulty in 


cluding the reſearches of ſo contemptible a 


being as himſelf ; and their former attempt 
to deny that any ceremony had taken place, 


likely to give him a claim upon the miſ- 


guided woman's fortune, was a convincing. 
proof that every poſſible precaution had been 


taken to prevent his eſtabliſhing thoſe 
rights, which would claſh ſo greatly with the 


intereſt of all the parties concerned in this. 


iniquitous buſineſs, 


This 


| 
} 
1 
! 
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ö 
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This he remarked to Meredith as ſoon 


as they were alone; who, in reply, ob- 
ſerved that the evidence of Jeannette and the 


Pe 
the 


un 


clergyman who married him, muſt defeat for 
their plans, let them be ever ſo well laid, the 
He was therefore aſtoniſhed, if it was the in 
Baroneſs's intention to deny her marriage, tair 
that ſhe had not made Jeannette and her as 
daughter the partners of her flight, vr had not W me 
placed them out of his reach before ſhe I you 
threw off the maſk. ſity 
Madame Dubois was undoubtedly ſet- den 
ting out with ſome ſuch intention when! M 


| laſt ſaw her,” replied Clement; © but I am ing 
really puzzled how to proceed. I am cer- vill 
tainly bound in honour to ſanction a ſale ¶ riag: 
FT did not endeavour to prevent ; yet to ther 
leave the Dubois's in peaceable poſſeſſian they 
of the reward of their villany, is das laid, 


and, 
ſeize 
the. 
this 


than honour requires?” 
“ Undoubtedly,” rejoined Meredith. 


«In your place, I would ſuffer all the other 
purchaſes, 


C 


exple 


th. 
her 
>IS, 
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purchaſers, who could produce proofs of - 


their hing paid for the land, to remain 
r though I would candidly in- 


form them, that I would not ſanction what 


the Baroneſs had done till ſne came forward 
in a proper manner to admit of your ob- 


taining redreſs for your grievances: but 


as for the Dubois's, I would ſhew them no 
mercy. I rather think, when they find who 
you are, they will make a merit of neceſ- 
ſity, and no longer attempt to perſiſt in 
denying you are the Baroneſs's huſband.” | 


„ hardly know; they have been play- 


ing a very deep game, and muſt know it 
will be a work of time to prove the mar- 
riage I am fo anxious to have diſſolved: 
there is therefore no gueſſing what plan 
they may adopt. I muſt, as I have always 


ſaid, be entirely guided by circumſtances,, | 


and, ſhould they force me to the meaſure, 
ſeize the Baroneſs's eſtates, after giving 


the purchaſers- notice of my intention: 


this muſt bring both them and her to an 
explanation. Such are the bleſſed fruits of 
| OY 
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indulging romantic notionsl 1 conkith 
condeſcend to be happy in J commoi 
way. But I think my greateſt enemies 
even the Dubois's, or Lord Clancattte 
would allow, if they were. acquainted with 
my feelings, I am ſufficiently puniſhed fa 
having quitted the beaten path. Howeve, 


as I am very anxious to have the matte T 
decided, we will ſet out for Lauſanne to left 
morrow: the ſteward reſides there; an drov 
we can viſit the Dubois's en paſſant; - ſome 
ſhall certainly take them off their guat Dub 
ſo who knows but we may obtain a direc} 
tion to the diſcreet Baroneſs. I wonde Tt 
whether they were privy to the polite le page, 
ter J ſo lately received; I mean to ſheihrou 
| it them.“ | oup] 
1 ä | | can; 
Meredith thought they ſhould moſt like) 
be able to forma tolerable judgment fron ©” 
their countenances and behaviour, and aſWÞuſba 
ticipated their aſtoniſhment: in fo ludicrouſÞn Go 


a manner, that Clement looked forward wit 


leſs reluctance to a viſit that he conſidered: 
" th 


/ 


himſelf open to all thoſe degrading conſe- 


upon. 


* 


left Geneva, and between twelve and one 
Dubois. 


page, followed by three out- riders, daſhing 
ouple to expect a viſiter they. were hy no 


means prepared to receive. 


huſband, approaching * window ; “ ſure 
in God it cannot be —_ 
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the leading ſtep to the e of his 
diſhonougg but there was no alternative; 
he muſt either declare his marriage, or lay 


quences his father had ſo ney dwelt 
The following morning, therefore, they 
drove into the court-yard of a very hand- 
ſome houſe, now the habitation of Mr. 
The appearance of ſo. elegant- an-equi- f 
hrough their iron gates, led this happy 


«Tis a coronet carriage exclaimed the 
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At that moment the Earl of Ellefine 
was announced, and in their fight befor 
they could even gueſs what had procure 


them a viſit from, as they'imagined, ſuch; 


total ſtranger. The momentary relief the 


ſound of his name had given their perturbel 


ſpirits, ſoon vaniſhed upon recognizing 
the features of a perſon they were con 
vinced had it ſo amply in his power 1 


make them atone for their former imper 


tinent behaviour ;—all the Baroneſs's for 
mer romantic conjectures ruſhed upa 
Madame Dubois's mind. The company 


Clement was in at St. Cloud, where ſhe but 
too well recollected having heard ſome 0 


the party ſtyled my Lord, and his having 
preceded every one into the carriage, bu 
too well accounted for this unexpected dil 


covery, and the ironical /ang froid it ha 


coſt him ſuch pains to maintain during thel 


laſt interview: though why he had ſuffert 


his wife to remain in ſuch profound 1gnc 
rance of his rank, was a myſtery ſhe fouii 
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A ray of hope again preſented itſelf to 
er bewildered mind z the ſtranger might e 
de the Earl of Elleſmere, and had only 


ch Wccompanied Davenport. to enforce thoſe 
theWizims and enquiries he was doubtleſs come 
belſo make. What to do or ſay neither huſ- 


hand nor wife could reſolve, taken as they 
ere by ſurpriſe ; though they. had long 
ettled what to ſay, and how to treat Cle- 
ent Davenport, ſhould he ever enter their 
doors. V 1 
e am afraid I have very unintentionally 
larmed you a ſecond time, Madame, ſaid 
Llement, looking ironically at his wife's 
errified boſom friend. 1 
« Only rather ſurpriſed me, Sir,” ſhe 
t laſt articulated, making a ſign to the 
rvant to leave the room, while ſhe con- 
inued, © this unexpected viſit has _ | 
ſtoniſhed me !” Et | | 
* Why, I muſt acknowledge the Baroneſs | | 
ie Grand-Pre's Eng/i/h courier has taken a 
ery great liberty, Madame ; yet he flatters 
himſelf 
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himſelf you will be inclined to treat the y tu! 
. Earl of Elleſmere with rather more ſince-Mondeſ 
SK rity than you did Clement Davenport Nuality 


So, to proceed to buſineſs at once, is the Hour ra 
' Baroneſs, or rather, was ſhe ever at Prague?” umilit 
„Really Sir, my Lord perhaps I ought © R: 
to ſay, though I hardly know which of 
you, gentlemen, is the Earl of Elleſinere,” qual fl 
Vou are now addreſſing him, Madame,” Wpneſs's 
ſaid Meredith; © he does me the honour red m 
to call me couſin : and as I underſtand yourWownec 
memory is rather treacherous, I accompa-MWreeab 
nied him to Rolles, leſt at ſome future need 
period you ſhould forget what yn _y e; an 
now be inclined to advance.” e is t! 
e am at a loſs to underſtand you, Sir, ly g 
replied the offended lady, while \DuboisFounde 
requeſted the Earl would take poſſeſſion of reſea 
an arm-chair he pointed to. He made noſÞ"ught 
objection, again ras. his former quel- 
tion. | Ty 
For any thing I know to the contrary, my 
Lord,” faid Madame Dubois, with aſſumed 
indifference; . but pray may I enquire, in 
my 
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«My turn, how an Engliſh. Nobleman could & 


. Mondeſcend to accompany my friend in 
t Muality of courier? For, whatever may be 


he Mour rank, 1 can certainly never forget your 


”” Wunmility.” 1 7 


oy example induce you to treat me with 
„aual frankneſs! I wiſhed to owe the Ba- 


rowned with ſucceſs, and gloried in the 


e is the dupe of her own artifices. I can 


ret me to her, therefore 1t 1s at your 


tion whether we pare friends or ene- 
les,” 


I have 


nt © Rather my unpardonable folly ! -—May : 


 "Woneſs's hand to love alone. I once flat- 
ur red myſelf my romantic notion had been 


reeable ſurpriſe 1 had in ſtore for her. 
need not tell you that ſhe has deceived 
ie; and I believe you are now ſenſible 
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ily gueſs upon what foundation ſhe - 
rounded her hopes of ſecuring herſelf from 
y reſearches it was more than probable that 

might make ; but I am convinced you can 
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*I gave you all the ſatisfaction in my 
dwer the laſt time I ſaw your Lordſhip; 
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2 ” 


I kate never heard from the Baroneſs ſince, 


nor do I know whether I ever ſhall again. ch 
She has left Switzerland for ts: and I co 
- underſtood was going to Prague.” | co 
ce Indeed,” replied Clement, then I wo 

flee 


muſt ſay ſhe has very ill requited the zea- 
lous friendſhip you profeſſed for her the em 
laſt time we met. But, to ceaſe trifling, why MW wh: 
did ſhe promiſe to meet me at Paris, if ſhe i che 
intended to take ſo very different a route?“ ¶ rea: 
« ] was not privy to your joint arrange- for 
ments, my Lord, therefore J cannot” take I amic 
upon me to anſwer your queſtion.” diſh, 
« Your memory, Madam, is certainly, her 
as I hinted to my friend, very treacherous. iſ fince 
The laſt time we met, you denied being 
privy to the Baroneſs's marriage. Now | 
would have you reflect how little honour 
you will gain by having recourſe to any 
more ſubterfuges. 1 told you then, 
whenever I ſhould think it worth my while, I mothe 
I ſhould find no difficulty in proving my * 
right to the Baroneſs's fortune; though, he · I plied 


lieve me, my contempt for her has, if poſ-· N former 
73 . 5 Ef ſible, VOL. 
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fi W ſince that period: —ſtill] now 
chuſe to affert my claims; not becauſe I 
covet her riches, but becaufe ] wiſh her ac- 
complice's infamy to be blazoned to the 

world. I mean to ſee her ſteward before I 
ſleep. I have taken the advice of the moſt 
eminent lawyers in Great Britain; therefore 
when you are neceſſitated to reſign your 


| cheaply acquired caſtle, only reflect you are 


reaping the fruits of your own obſtinacy ; 
for I had much rather debate this point 
amicably with your friend, than publicly 
diſhonour 1ayſelf by acknowledging myſelf 
her huſband : ſo if you are inclined to deal 
ſincerely with me, tell me where I may 
converſe with her upon the ſubject. Her 
fortune, believe me, is beneath my notice ; 
ſtill my daughter ſhall not be defrauded of 
her lawful inheritance, by the people who 
have taken ſuch baſe advantages of her 
mother's weakneſs.” 5 | 
Jour Lordſhip talks very large,” re- 
phed Madame Dubois. I repeat my 
former declarations, I know nothing of the 
Vor. III. Ce | 
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lady you enquire after, nor can it con- 
cern me who ſhe married: your Lordſhip 
may be her huiband—1 only know ſhe does. 
not conſider herſelf your wife. But if you 
can perſuade her to bear your name, I can 
have no objections; you will only pleaſe 


to recollect you muſt prove your right to bir 
act as you threaten. But, to ſave you a g0 
world of trouble, my Lord, believe me no vit 
one means to diſpute your having been the 
Pami de caur of the Baroneſs; but you will 1 


never perſuade, either her or me, the cere- wr 
mony which took place at - Paris gave you pul 
any right to her fortune: but if you are * 
inclined to diſpute this point, pray let it be 
with proper peopie—L can have nothing to 
do in the matter. : 
am afraid you will find you have, 
Madame. I wiſh I could think as lightly 
of the ceremony you mention, as- your 
friend ſeems to do; for, truſt me, it is not 
regard either for her fortune or perſon 
makes me ſo anxious to ſee her. But pray 


why, ſince ſhe never conſidered herſelf my 
wite, 
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wife, did ſhe condeſcend to make me her 
dupe? Why not have informed me ſhe had 


found a more agreeable ſubſtitute to ſupply 


my place? I fincerely -wiſh I had been 


fooner acquainted with her diſpoſition; I 
ſhould have faved myſelf a great deal of 


trouble, and neither given her nor you ſo 


good an opportunity to diſplay.the depra- 
vity of your hearts. To oblige my father, 


the Marquis of Ormond, I have reſolved 


to inveſtigate her conduct; therefore in a 
very ſhort time mon ami de cæœur muſt 


publicly declare why ſhe choſe to withdraw 
herſelf from my protection, by whoſe ad- 


vice, with a few et ceteras you are perhaps 
not yet aware of; for I am not inclined to 
baſtardize my daughter, notwithſtanding her 


mother ſeems to have loſt all ſenſe of 


ſhame. You are now acquainted with my 
intentions ; therefore T have only to enquire 
whether 1. am 'to take my leave in igno- 


rance of the Baroneſs's retreat. You find 


even the promiſes ſhe ſo kindly held 
forth in her anonymous letter will not 


G 2 prevent 
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prevent me from doing my daughter and 
myſelf juſtice; though, ſince you are not in 
habits of correſpondence with her, perhaps 
you did not know ſhe had written to me.“ 


e No really, my Lord,” replied the ſe- 


riouſly alarmed confidant. Does ſhe ac- 
Eknowledge her marriage? Does ſhe —” 
She does not deny it, Madame; but 
both ſhe and you have purſued very wrong 


methods :—had ſhe given me her addreſs, 


1 ſhould not have troubled you with this 
viſit; for my daughter's ſake, | was inclined 
to treat her with far more lenity than ſhe 
deſerves, and cs really anxious for a pri- 
vate interview before I had recourſe to the 


law. You know I have juſtice on my ſide, 


and depend upon it I ſhall not want for 
friends. But 1 came not to boaſt of my 
power, nor to waſte much time in fruitleſs 
enquiries ; I therefore wiſh you both a very 
good morning,” riſing while he ſpoke. . 


No two people's looks ever betrayed 
Dubois had hi- 
therto 


ſtronger marks of guilt. 
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therto remained totally filent; but now 
thought it neceſſary, while he rung the 
bell, to wiſh it was in his power to bring 
about an amicable reconciliation between 
his Lordſhip and the Baroneſs. | 


« You would find that rather a difficult 
matter, Mr. Dubois,” rephed Clement, as 
he croſſed the hall; * but you might have 
ſaved me ſome trouble, and her ſome ſhame, 
had you known your own intereſt, I think 
you will repent before the end of the 
week; you were not inclined to be more 
communicative.” 2 


He was now jon the ſteps ; Meredith, 
at his motion, preceded him into the chaiſe. 
The Dubois' s looked at each other, ſeemed 
dubious whether they ſhould ſuffer him to 
depart, yet knew not how to ſtop him; 
he thefefore, making a very flight incli- 
nation of the head, in return for a moſt 
profound bow and curtſey, followed 

63 5 his 
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his couſin into the carriage, faying to- * 
ſervant who ſhut the door 


\ 


« We ſhall din at Morges ; the poſtil- 
lions can tell you which is the beſt inn ;” 
and away they drove. 


Now what think you of the Dubois 82 * 


aſked Clement. 


« That they could have ſatisfied you, had | 


they choſe. I never ſaw two people more 
terrified ; I think they will follow uu" to 
. Morges. 


« Why, I am rather of your opinion; 


that induced me to give them a hint we 
ſhould dine there. But I am afraid they 
will drive me to extremities. Well, if they 
do make me deſperate, they * take the 
conſequence.” 


« Surely they have more to dread than 


you; and I hope you do 1 mean to et 
them eſcape with impunity.” 

c No, by all that is ſacred !” cried Cle- 
ment. Much as I blame and deſpiſe 


Madame de Grand-Pre, I am convinced 


they 


We 


* 


ELLESMERE. 127 
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e they are far more culpable; and there is 
no knowing how they may have deceived 
her. Still they certainly did not know ſhe 

bad written to me, ſo I muſt acquit them 

„of having dictated that polite letter: I 
only wiſh the matter was decided.” 


” Now, for Heaven's ſake, do not ha- 
raſs your ſpirits about it. The ſteward may 
d WW prove refractory, in which caſe, put the 
e buſineſs, without delay, into a lawyer's 
0 hands, and let us ſet out for Avignon. 
| Depend upon it, the moment you ſeize the 
; | cftates, the Baroneſs will make her appear 
re I ance; you will then know how to proceed.” 


y il They ſoon reached Morges, where they 
1c | ſtopped for ſome time; but no one came in 

purſuit of them, nor did any perſon follow 
in them to Lauſanne. Clement therefore re- 
et © folved to wait upon the ſteward the mo- 
ment he had -breakfaſted the following 
e- morning, and ſet out accordingly between 
ſe twelve and one. = 


* o4 - 
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Mr. Monvel was not at home, he was 
informed. | 8 


When was he expected home, as he 
wanted to ſee him upon buſineſs of import- 


ance? 


. 4 
It was very uncertain; he was that mo- 
ment ſet out for Grand- Pre. "i 


Clement was ſomehow not ſorry for what he 
conſidered as a ſort of reprieve, and quitted 
the houſe without leaving any meſſage, though 
he reſolved, if he found no intelligence 
from the Dubois's when he returned to the 
inn, to ſet out immediately for the-caſtle. 
He had promiſed Mr. Maynard to pay 
him another viſit, ſhould he return into 


Switzerland during that gentleman's reſi- 


dence in the country ; and he ſhould never 
have a more favourable opportunity of re- 
newing his acquaintance with him. There 


was no meſſage from the Dubois's; 


ke therefore told Meredith he wou ld 
44. * again 


that his venerable countryman would give 
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again ride over to this caſtle he now fin- 
cerely wiſhed he had never ſeen. Should he 
meet the ſteward, he would bring him back 
with him; if not, he ſhould make a very 
ſhort viſit: but choſe to go alone and 
unattended, becauſe he entertained an idea 
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him a more cordial reception as a private 
gentleman, than as a Peer; and becauſe he 
did not wiſh to derange a perſon who ſeemed 
to have retired from the buſy world. 
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- = . CHAP. vi. 


>| wy roads were __ and rather dirty; 
he was therefore obliged to ride gently, 
particularly as he approached the caſtle, as 
two high walls on either ſide, above which 
WW _.were quick hedges, encloſing vineyards, 
= almoſt totally excluded the ſun, and of 
| courſe rendered the roads nearly pa 
it in winter, 


= He had arrived within a mile of the place 
1 of his deſtination, when a ruſtling to the 
# right, which he imagined proceeded from 
1 a bird fluttering in the hedge, induced him 
4 to turn his head : at the very inſtant he 


received a Navlent | * of { gunpowder 1 in his 
face, 
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face, and the contents of a muſket in his 
neck, which brought him to the ground, 


He. remained totally inſenſible of every 
thing that paſſed from that moment; till, 
upon opening his eyes, he found himſelf 
ſupported 1 in the arms of a man, on horſe- 
back, in the court-yard of the caſtle, ſur- 
rounded by ſeveral people, who were aſ- 
fiſting to lift him down. Among the moſt 
buſy was Mr. Maynard, whom he inſtantly” 
recollected; and, notwithſtanding. the black 
ſmoke which disfigured his face, that gen- 
tleman almoſt at the ſame moment recog- 
nized his young countryman, with whoſe 
figure and manners he had been ſo much 
truck, that he had frequently been the: 
theme of his diſcourſe. 
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ee In the name af God!” he exclaimed, 
very impatiently, „where did you find this: 
gentleman, and what has befel him?“ 


. Clement: 
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Clement ſmiled at his good-natured ve- 


hemence, and endeavoured by ſigns, being : 
totally unable to ſpeak, to conjure him c 
not to be alarmed ; while the man whom f 
he had addreſſed, rephed— _ 1 r 
« We know no more than we have al- 11 
ready told you, Sir. We were at work ſW 
among the vines, at ſome diſtance from the 
road, when we were ſtartled by the report I 
of a gun, the ſmoke riſing on the other v 
lide of the hedge; but at the ſame mo- m 
ment we caught ſight of a man running Hihi 


with ail his might and main. At firſt we 
thought he was running after whatever he re 
had thot ; however we called out to him, in 
as he had no buſineſs among the vines, vi 
which made him (though, God knows, it was o 
hardly poſſible) mend his pace. Well, he an 
was ſoon out of fight, and we thought no 
more of the matter ; till, upon looking to- 
wards where we imagined the ſmoke had th 
come from, we perceived the hedge move, thi 
and when we came near enough, found it I fer 
| Was 
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was this horſe. reaching up to the quick; 
and, God knows, we were frighted 

enough when we ſaw the gentleman laying 
for . 7 in the 1 middle of the 


10a 


cc And for God's ſake, wh did not you 


inſtantly purſue the villain?” cried Mr. 


Maynard. : 

„Lord, Sir, we were ſcared out of our 
ſenſes almoſt, I am ſure ! I hardly know 
what I am about now: but as the gentle- 
man ſhewed ſigns of life upon our moving 
him, we only thought of aſſiſting him.“ 
Well, you certainly acted right in ſome 
reſpects, my good friends; but now ſet out 


immediately, and endeavour to ſecure the 


villain: I promiſe you a thouſand livres 
out of my own pocket if you ſucceed. Is 
any body gone for a ſurgeon ?” Tees 


Without waiting to anſwer this queſtion, 
the men ſet off wita alacrity to try to gain 
the proffered bribe ; one of Mr. Maynard's 
ſervants, therefore, mounted the horſe Cle- 

| ment 
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ment had been lifted from, and went in 
ſearch of medical aſſiſtance, 
wounded man was borne into a bed-room 


on the ground- floor, and placed upon a ſofa 


till the furgeon arrived. His kind hoſt 


gave every neceſſary order, had ſome of his 
own linen brought, and every thing elſe he 


thought it likely would be wanted; but dared 
not venture to undreſs the ſufferer, though 
he endeavoured to ſtop the great effuſion 


of blood which proceeded from the wound. 


In a very ſhort time the ſurgeon: arrived 
upon the horſe the ſervant had rode in ſearch 
of him; but appeared ſo aſtoniſhed when 
introduced to his patient, that Mr. May- 
nard enquired the reaſon of his apparent 


ſurpriſe, and why he did not proceed to 


buſineſs. | . 


ec This young man ſeems doomed to be 
unfortunate,” he replied; © I am afraid 1 


while the 


— 
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ſhall not be able to pronounce him out of 


danger fo ſoon as I did before.” 


« Why, pray when did you-ever ſee 1558 
before ?” aſked Mr. * 85 <he 1 is not 


4 Swiſs ! PR '-- l 3 


Clement was too faint and exhauſted, 


through pain and loſs of blood, to join in 


the diſcourſe, though he underſtood every 


thing that paſſed, and felt an additional pang 
upon finding himſelf recognized by the 


ſurgeon; who, in reply to Mr. n 


— 


queſtion, ſaid— 


«Tn this very caſtle, Sir. He met with 
a very bad fall from his horſe when he 
came after the Baroneſs's place.” 


3 Place * cried Mr. Maynard, hardly | 


crediting his ears, and forgetting the wounded 


man might be able to hear and underſtand, 
though he could not ſpeak, © What place, 
and when did he meet with the accident 
you mention?“ | 


"3 More 
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More than two years ago. 
roneſs was going upon her travels, and 


wanted an Engliſh courier; and this young 


man was engaged, if I underſtood right.” 

07 Impoſſible ! “ exclaimed Mr. Maynard; 
but proceed to bulineſs ; ſee what. « can be 
done for him, whoever he is.“ 


The ſurgeon inſtantly took off his neck- 
cloth, which, though very thick, was lite- 
rally bathed in blood, proceeding from a 
wound in the back part of his neck, where 
the ball was ſtill lodged. This was very 
ſoon extracted, and Clement was able to 
articulate his thanks to the operator, who 
defired him to remain quiet; he ſaw no 
danger at preſent, and, if he would be ruled, 
would anſwer for his doing well. 


I am happy to hear it!” faid Mr. 
Maynard; © may I put a few queſtions to 
your patient? ] am very anxious to learn 
if he has any ſuſpicions who was the perpe- 
trator of ſo horrid a deed,” 8 
3 * Pleaſe 


The Ba- | 
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« Pleaſe to have a little patience, Sir; 
when my young man is in bed; and has | 
taken a few drops, which I brought in my 
pocket, he will be better able to ay 
your curioſity. ; 


Mr, Maynard's manners, looks, and feel- 
ings had undergone ſo viſible a change 
k.  fince the ſurgeon. had given him to under- 
ſtand his elegant countryman had been a 
courier, that Clement as he continued, 
re felt himſelf highly piqued, conſcious, per- 
ry haps, his own benevolence was far more 
extenſive ; he therefore, though hardly able 
ho to ſpeak audibly, "_m” addreſſing the 
no I furgeon— . Te 


e] have no right to conſider myſelf at 
home here, Sir; nor any wiſh to N 
lr. Ja troubleſome gueſt to Mr. Maynard. 
to cannot ſuppoſe I ſhall run any great riſk in 
_ ms. to Lauſanne ; I have a very eaſy | 
e- | carriage | 
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9» 


carriage there, which I muſt requeſt vou 
would ſend for. I — 

It would be downright madneſs 1 
think of travelling in ſuch a ſituation, 
young gentleman; even in a litter, I could 
not be anſwerable for the conſequences,” 
* You mult not think of moving your 
quarters at preſent,” ſaid Mr. Maynard, 


with a fort of forced politeneſs; .I am really 


very ſorry you have been ſo unfortunate, 
but J cannot think of ſuffering you to de- 
part till your . pronounces 700 out 
of danger.“ i e 
Since there ſeems an fone neceflit 
for my treſpaſſing upon your hoſpitality, 
Sir,” ſaid Clement, whom the ſurgeon was 
undreſſing, preparatory to aſſiſting him into 
ded, 
what has paſſed, you ſhould know who [ 
am. Be fo obliging, Sir, (looking at the 
ſurgeon) to give me uy pocket-book ; it 
is in my right-hand cgat-pocket.” 

e You ſhall have it*the moment you are 


in bed, ſaid the ſurgeon; ; who would not 
ſuffer 


fit is neceſſary, particularly after 


1 
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ou Wl ſuffer him to ſay another word till he was 
IB Hain down, and had taken the drops he 1 
to mentioned. 8 

MN, 5 . "Np 35 
16 Mr. Maynard was ſtrangely puzzled, 
» during this interval, what to make of 
zur his gueſt. He had conſidered him, during 
rd, I his former viſit, as a man of the firſt : 
ly I faſhion ; yet, if what the furgeon had ſaid 
te, was true, he had been egregiouſly miſ- 
de- taken; ſtill his manners were certainly thoſe 
out of a gentleman, and his appearance in 
every reſpect correſponded. He talked of 
his carriage, and did not ſeem to wiſh to 
make any myſtery of his name. A very 
handſome watch, ornamented with jewels, 
laid upon a table in ſight of the bed, the 
curtains of which were undrawn ; he took 
it up, hardly knowing what he did, and 
began to examine it. 


The furgeon was ſtill bull employed. 
about his patient. 


A ſingle 


F 
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A ſingle (E) under an Earl's coronet upon 


the back, aſtoniſhed him beyond meaſure, 
hardly more inclined to believe his eyes, 
than he had been his ears a few minutes 
before; he haſtily turned to the ſeals, and 
inſtantly exclaimed, while every teature 
' beſpoke the perturbation of his mind 


te Mercitul God! can it be 10 


Clement had cu his motions n 


Hence: and not having formed the mot 
favourable ideas of either his humanity or 
his politeneſs, attributed his agitation ſolely 
to his being conſcious he had been barely 
civil to a man he muſt now have diſco- 
vered was his ſuperior in rank; therefore 
very calmly replied 


« You ſeem acquainted with my family 
arms, Mr. Maynard; I preſume, therefore, 
you. know I am' ſon to the Nn of 
Ormond ?““ 5 91 42th 


Fd 


« Graciqus 


| cc ( 
haſter 
ment” 
« Are 


| cuſe n 


wou 
pauſec 


Cle 
ſtrangy 
tion 1 
upon t 


cc F 
yourſe] 
man o 
attende 
came b 
the PE 
you?“ 

cc I 


ſuch a! 
no dou 


yore 


EL LES MER E. 141 
« Gracious God! is it poſſible ?” ſaid he, 
haſtening towards the bed, and ſeizing Cle- 


ment's hand, which he preſſed to his lips— 
« Are you the Earl of Elleſmere? Ex- 


cuſe my vehemence: I hardly know what 
I would ſay, or what I would aſk ! - He 


pauſed. 


Clement thought his behaviour very 
ſtrange; his hand trembled, and his agita- 
tion ſeemed to increaſe while he gazed 
upon the pallid countenance of the invalid. 


« For heaven's ſake, how do you find 
yourſelt ?”” he went on; „and how came a 
man of your conſequence to travel thus un- 
attended? Have you any idea how you 
came by your accident: Do you ſuppoſe 
the perſon had any intention to murder 
vou?“ 

« I rather think he had, 1 Cle- 
ment, very much at a loſs to account for 
ſuch a ſucceſſion of queſtions; but I have 
no doubt I mall do very well, and be 
ſoon 
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ſoon able to relieve you from ſo trouble. 
ſome an inmate ;—meanwhile I muſt requeſt 
| you would write a ſhort account of my mis- 
fortune, to a friend I have left at Lauſanne, 
who, I am afraid, I muſt alſo entreat you 
would receive as your gueſt,” 
Let me beg your Lordſhip would 
make no apologies ; pray conſider yourlſelf 
perfectly at home. But may I enquire 
vrhere Lord and Lady Ormond now are? | 
am ſenſible I appear impertinent, but — 
They are at Avignon, Sir,” interrupted 
Clement. From your politeneſs to their 
fon, I am inclined to ſuppole you are ac- 
quainted with them.“ 

Only by reputation, my Lak: = haſt 
replied Maynard. But who am I to ad. 
dreſs at Lauſanne?? 

« Mr, Meredith: I left him at the Golden 


Lion.“ 


Mr. Maynard's countenance beſpoke in- 


hs creaſing emotion, while he ſuddenly te. 
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treated from the bed- ſide to avoid Cle- 
ment's penetrating glances, ſaying— 


« ] will not loſe a moment in ſending for 
your Lordſhip's friend. Mr. Duval, you 
will not quit your noble patient, except to 
prepare what you think he may want.“ 
2 - 2 
, The ſurgeon bowed. acquieſcence ; but, 
I moſt of the foregoing converſation having 
paſſed in Engliſh, followed Mr. Maynard 5 
a into the adjoining apartment, to enquire 
ir © who his patient really was. 

« A man of the firſt conſequence,” was. 
the reply. © Are you certain he is the 
perſon you attended before? | 

« would almoſt take my oath it is.“ 
„Well, well,” rejoined Mr. Maynard 
peeviſhly, * you may be right; but keep a 
guard upon your tongue before the, Earl's 
n· friend, and any attendants he may bring. 
e. Young men of rank do not like to be re- 
ed minded of their. follies — follies, God for- 


1 
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give mel But no matter; I hardly know light 
what I was ſaying. But is there really no ¶ ne { 
danger? Do not attempt to deceive me, dang: 
There are ſome capital ſurgeons at Gene va, 


I have been told; let me ſend for one of Du 
them, if you cannot be anſwerable for Lord I Lord: 
Elleſmere's life. I would not have him die rather 
in my houſe.” — P theref 
There is no need to alarm yourſelf, nating 
Sir,” interrupted the ſurgeon ; the thick Ncalcul. 


wrap he had about his neck, prevented EWhimſel 


the ball from penetrating far into the fleſh, Wnever 


and I ſhould ſuppoſe the muſket muſt have ¶ had ſo 


been held very near him. This appears the doubt, 


deed of ſome baſe ſecret enemy; it was evi- they ſh 
dently no robber.“ . Pre wa 
« ] ſhould not ſuppoſe ſo; but pray re- Norcing 
turn to the Earl, while I write to his friend.” eity; th 
| Io | eompli. 
vounde 
deed w 


He was unequal, however, to the taſk; 
and, after ſeveral fruitleſs attempts, dif- 
patched a verbal meſſage by one of his ſer- Iſuch a 
vants, to invite Mr. Meredith to the caſtle, equally 


ſtrictly charging the man to make very the caſt 


: | light gone in 
VOL. 


_ ELLESMERE. 85 146 


ight of the Earl's wound, and to o alſure him 
the ſurgeon had declared he was not in any 


| n 


Duval had returned, on tip-toe, into His 
| Lordſhip' s room, and, as he lay very quiet, 
rather hoped he was inclined to doze; 
therefore ſeated himſelf by the fire, rumi- 
nating upon the ſtrange adventure, and 
calculating the profits likely to accrue to 
| Whimſelf from Clement's misfortune, who 


never felt leſs inclination to ſleep. That he 
nad ſome ſecret enemies did not remain a 


doubt, though he could not conceive why 


- Mihey ſhould ſeek his life. Madame de Grand- 


Pre was certainly anxious to prevent his en- 


forcing claims which muſt expoſe her dup! - 


gone in, purſuit, ſecure the villain, he might 


city ; the Dubois's in that caſe muſt be herac- 
complices. He certainly v was not aceidentally 
wounded : the very ſpot where the vile 
ed was perpetrated, ſeemed marked for 
ſuch a purpoſe there was not another 
equally convenient between Lauſanne and 
the caſtle. Should the people who were 
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perhaps be obliged to proſecute the wack 
of his daughter for an attempt upon his 
life. The bare idea made him ſhudder; ſo 
ſtrongly, upon reflection, was he convinced 
of her guilt, that he fincerely hoped her vil 
agent might eſcape unpuniſhed. The 
| Dubois's might have been her inſtigators to 
ſuch adeed ;. but even that did not exte- 
nuate her crime. What might have been 
his fate had no one been at work in the 
vines ? What his parents' ſorrow, when they 
had learned his untimely end? A mental 
thankſgiving was the :conſequence of theſe 
laſt reflections, and he endeavoured to com- 


Poſe his agitated mind. e 
The ſurgeon perceiving | he was very reſt- 
leſs, prevailed upon him to take a few drops 
of laudanum, which had the deſired effect 
as he ſoon fell into a profound ſleep, whit 
rendered him inſenſible of the anguiſh. dl 
his wound, and, for a time, calmed his per- 
turbed ſpirits, 


Meredab 


# 
— ——— 


w 


Meredith, who was waiting. dinner for 
his friend, was upon the look out when Mr. 


Maynard's ſervant rode up to the inn, 


having for expedition come upon the horſe 


Clement had rode to Gr and Pre, Which he 
immediately recognized. He was rather 
ſurpriſed; but it inſtantly occurring to him 
that Mr. Maynard had detained the Earl, and 
ſent to requeſt he would join them, he waited 
with tolerable compoſure for the meſſage 
he was prepared to expect. 


The-ſervant, notwithſtanding his maſter's 
ferious cautions, told his ſtory ſo badly, he 


ſoon took the alarm, and forced the man 


to . 55 \ 


6 My Lord had certainly been Seki | 


in for dead ; he had not ſeen the ſurgeon 
after he had examined his wounds, but his 


maſter had told him he was in no danger, 
ſo he muſt not frighten himſelf; two men 
were gone in purſuit of the villain, and he 
made no doubt of his being ſecured.” 
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Half frantic to think he had ſuffered | 


Clement to ſet out alone, anticipating his 
death as a matter of courſe, Meredith gave 
inſtant orders for a couple of ſaddle-horſes, 
tellisg the well-meaning, but ſtupid Swiſs, 


who continued to heighten his terror by his | 
fooliſh remarks, that he muſt be his guide; and 


ordering his Lordſhip's valet to follow with 
all poſſible expedition 1n the Earl's chaiſe, 
in a very few minutes he was upon the road, 
The Swiſs, by his deſire, took the lead; but 
whenever the road would admit of it, he 
rode by his fide, continuing to queſtion him 


about his friend, though the man's anſwers 


only increaſed his anxiety. 

„The Karl had ſaid nothing in his hear- 
ing, becauſe he was ſpeechleſs : he looked 
for all the world like a corpſe while he was 
aſſiſting to carry him into the houſe, and' he 
was nothing but a gore of blood about the 

neck and ſhoulders.” N 


It 


8 


r- 


he 


It 
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It ſoon began to grow duſk, and the ſer- 
vant was 15 llackening their pace where 
the roads were rough ; but, Meredith was 
too much agitated and too impatient to 
proceed gently. -- „ 


They were within half a mile of the caſtle, 
under the ſhade of ſome high trees, which 
increaſed the gloom, hay they thought 
they heard ſomebody before them 

% Pray God this may not be the mur- 
derer!“ cried the ſervant, who was a few 
yards in advance. 


Before, however, he had time to ſtop, 
his horſe ſtarted back with ſuch violence, 


that he fairly unhorſed both Meredith and 


his rider ; fortunately neither of them were 
hurt, Meredith almoſt inſtantly recovered 
his legs, and called out to his companion, 
who immediately anſwered him; but at the 
lame moment ſame perſon before them 
cried out— | 


H3 _ «Fg: 
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ee For God's ſake come to my aſſiſtance; 


oe Chriſtians, if you have any charity!“ 

« Yes, truly,” replied Meredith's guide, 
you have been very near making me and 

a gentleman break our necks.— Tis ſome 
rkward vGturin, J ſuppoſe, Sir, who has 
overturned his carriage juſt in the road ; 
ir was that which made mv horſe ſtart.“ 
Well. but as'he may be, and we are not 
hurt,” replied Meredith, < let us endeavour 
to aſtiſt him,” advancing towards the ſpot 
from whence the ſound proceeded. 

7 | 

The trees rendering the road particulatly 
dark, he was but juſt able to diſcern a gate, 
| which ſeemed to lead into another lane; 
and ſome kind of a carriage appeared” to 


\ 1 N 


| have been overſet in rurning the corner. f 


«« She is dead, I am * the is1 What 


muſt I do?“ iſſued from the machine. 4 


| es Why, Bernard,” cried Meredith's guide, 
recognizing the voice of a fellow ſervant, 
« what the devil do you do hete f 


Be rnard 


N 
* ww 
1 % 


it 


e, 


1K M0 


” Bernard replied in a tone which might 


have been denominated a howl— 


, * 
j \ 


« Maſter ſent me to conduct Miſs to 


Vevay, but this ilI-contrived beaſt of a horſe 
going on while I got down to open the 


gate, has overturned the cabriolet; and I 


am ſure Miſs is dead, for ſhe has never 
ſpoke ſince.” F 


Notwithſtanding his impatience t to reach 
Grand- Pre, Meredith could not think of 
leaving even a total ſtranger in ſuch a ſitua- 
tion; with difficulty he explored the clumſy 
travelling machine, and felt a female at all 
events infenũble, if not, as her conductor 
prognoſticated, quite dead. He raiſed her 


in his arms, and with the aſſiſtance of his 


poke, Og her to a little diſtance. 
' « Is there" any houſe near ?” he enquired. 

« None nearer than the caſtle, Sir; and 
maſter would. go ſtark ſtaring mad if he was 
to ſee Miſs dead: I cannot think what 
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could make him ſend her out after dark, 
and ſuch a road; can you tell, Bernard?“ 
«Tis my belief he is beſide himſelf, 2 
was the reply, And Miſs cried like a 
child all the way we came till we met with 
this curſed accident.” 
Meredith's Gow inſtantly placed Mr, 
Maynard's agitation and his daughter's ſor- 
row to his friend's death. He had cer- 


tainly ſent her out of the way to remove. 


her from ſo melancholy a ſcene; and thus 


had, perhaps, rendered himſelf as miſerable | 


as the unfortunate parents of his amiable 


coufin would be when they learned the 


dreadful news. 


Hardly knowing what to do, whether to 


leave her with the ſervants, or haſten to 
the caſtle, he remained in a ſtate of ſtupi- 


fied horror for a ſhort time, gazing, by 
the feeble light the ſtars afforded, at the in- 


animate form he had 1 upon the 
turf, 
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1 when a deep ſigh, which iſſued from 
her boſom, convinced him ſhe ſtill lived, 
and made him exceſſively anxious to re- 
fore her to her ſenſes, as a ſmall return 
for Mr. Maynard's humanity towards his 
| ill-fated friend. He diſpatched one of his 
attendants for ſome water, and the other for 
the cuſhion belonging to the carriage, upon 
. Þ which he placed her, after untying a large 
. E bonnet, which concealed her face, to give 
ner air ;—the water was ſoon brought in 
one of the men's hats; he ſprinkled ſome 
> Win her face, and had the pleaſure to per- 
> WW ccive ſhe revived by degrees, and in a few 
ſeconds was able to open her eyes. 


Meredith, certain ſhe was a country-wo- 
man, hoped ſhe was not much hurt. 


— 


A deeper ſigh than the former was all her 
reply, putting her hand to the back of her 
head at the ſame time. . 


HS. Relieved 
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larney 
« Huſh!. for heaven's fake, huſh, Mr. 
Meredith!“ ſhe entreated, in a tremulous 
voice; I certainly am the ill- fated Lucy 
Killarney. 
honcur ; but my father would not have 
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Relie ved from his firſt fears for her liſe, | 


he was again all anxiety for his friend; there- 


fore requeſted ſhe would permit him to ſee. 
her to her carriage, preſenting her with her 
| bonnet. 
it, he ſtooped to replace it himſelf, defiring 
her attendant to bring the carriage towards 

them ; their eyes met while he was thus 

employed, and with a ſenſation bordering 
More on pain than pleaſure, he recognized 
the unfortunate daughter of the ambirious 


As ſhe did not immediately take 


Earl of Clancaſtle. 


& Almighty God, 


122 


'tis Lads Lucy K. 


was his exclamation. 


I know I may confide in your 


Lord Elleſmere know he 1 15 in his houſe for 


the world. as 


Lord Clancaſtle, it has. already been ob- 
ſerved, had never been a favourite of Mere- 
dith's, 


was 


me 
penſ 
dang 
fathe 
wiſh. 
ſent 
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d this ad latterly he had held him in ab · 

horrence, ſuppoſing him capable of any . 
crime likely to promote his own intereſt 
or ambition ;—a ſuſpicion, therefore, of the 


moſt dreadful nature, darted acrofs his mind, 
| and he eagerly pans | | 


c 15 Lord Elleſmere ſtill alive? Why 
was you ſent out of the way, Lady, Lucy ?—. 
My mind is upon the rack, therefore let 
me requeſt you would not keep me in fuſ- | 
penſe.“ N 
« ] have been aſſured the Earl is in no 
danger ;—but you muſt ſuppoſe when my 
father diſcovered who he was, he did not 
wiſh to make himſelf known to him :—he 
ſent me out of the way becauſe you were 
coming to the caſtle, intending to feign in- 
diſpoſition himſelf, to avoid ſeeing you; 
therefore, may I hope you will keep our 
ſecret? Both my father and myſelf are ſen- 
ſible Lord Elleſmere muſt hold us in ab- 


horrence,” burſting into tears as the con- 
cluded. | 


F 
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« You are miſtaken in your opinion of 
your couſin, Lady Lucy ;—he reveres you as 
much as I do, for the facrifice you have 


made at the ſhrine of filial duty ; yer I know 
it would be improper he ſhould, at ſuch 


a moment, know he is under your father's 


roof. But, excuſe my W the paſt 
has taught me to dread — 

« Gracious heaven !” interrupted the 
agitated girl, 


moment, ſuppoſe my father was acceſſary 
to my coulin's misfortune ? —As I hope for 
peace (I never expect again to be happy), 
but as I hope for peace in this world, and 
ſalvation in the next, he knew no more 
who Lord Elleſmere was when he was 


brought in, than I know who the vile wretch 


is who attempted to aſſaſſinate him.“ 


Tears again choaked her utterance. 


Meredith attempted to take her hand ; 
= & but ſhe withdrew it in anger, and ſpringing 
upon 


perfectly underſtanding. his 
meaning, can you, Mr. Meredith, Ge a 


ypnmns WS 
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dread your father conſidered him as the 


be very cordially inclined towards him.“ 9 | 
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upon her feet, walked forward towards the G 
caſtle. He followed her, requeſting ſhe 

would excuſe his having permitted himſelf | 
to utter ſo unguarded an expreſſion, and 1 
entreating her pardon for what he allowed. 
conſidering who he was to be 
inexcuſable. | | 


« But I need not tell you,” he proceeded, - 
« how tenderly I am attached to Lord and 
Lady Ormond. Their very exiſtence is ins 
terwoven with that of their ſon ; he is the 
choſen friend of my heart, therefore you 
will make ſome allowance for the ſtate of 
mind I was in when I ſuffered myſelf to 


occaſion of his exile, and of courſe could not j | 


She continued walking on without wait- 
ing for either carriage or ſervants, and with- 
out making any reply to her former friend; 
who, piqued at her ſo ſtrongly reſenting 
an expreſſion her father” s pat conduct had 
certainly 


758 ELLESMERE. 


. 

14 2 

* F k 
n 


certainly wethortzcd followed her, obſerva MW vil 
ing the ſame- filence till they reached the you 
great court, when, catching her hand, he 1 
requeſted to know if he was to tee Lord for 
| Clancaſtle ;  adding— wir 
bath 
ce It eng be better, perhaps, we ſhould Lol 
never meet again. If the Earl can be re- feel 
moved without endangering his life, depend ſo u 
upon my finding an excuſe to have him chic 
conveyed to Lauſanne; though you may der, 
truſt to my honour, Lady Lucy, for his re- as c 
maining in ignorance of your father's rank.“ 

« ] find I have offended you, Mr. Me- 5 
redith ; perhaps we have both been to fl "9 
blame : I never doubted your honour, and Pro 
am certain my father will have no objection nute 


to ſee you, as matters have turned out, I 
truſt you do not retain thoſe cruel ſuſpi · 


cions which affected me ſo much. Lord hort 
Clancaſtle has erred, even his daughter ac- || Lac 
knowledges; but I am convinced he would inne 
at this moment freely lay down his life to Clai 
preſerve my much injured couſin's. But I dee} 


will 2 


—— 
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will ſee him firſt ; may 1 venture to ſay 
8 you will meet Kim 45 a friend? | 

Lou may enter into any engagements 
for me you think likely to tranquillize his 
mind, my amiable friend !—Is not he your 
father? We will not think of the paſt.—If 
Lord Elleſmere does but recover, I ſhall 
feel leſs chagrined at an accident which kas 


ſo unexpectedly introduced” me to the Mar- 
chien Ormond's favourite god daugh- 


ter, preſſing the hand he held to his 8 
as they entered the houſe. : 


She conducted him into their uſual ſitting- 
room, while ſhe went to ſeek her father, 


promiſing to join him again in a few mi- 
nutes. 


— 


The moment he was alone, his firſt 


horrid ſuſpicions again occurred. That 


Lady Lucy was convinced of her father's 


innocence, he had not a doubt; but Lord 


Clancaſtle could not like a man he had ſo 
deeply N and if he could in cold 


blood 
1 a 


IS / 


imma - 


blood meditate his death during his infancy, 
and affect the greateſt friendſhip for the 
father while he was bribing an accomplice 
to murder the ſon, was it very unlikely he 


might thus have endeavoured to wreak his, 


vengeance upon his former victim, who was 
became the innocent occalion of his forced 


exile? 


Lord Clancaſtle, on his part, was rather 


ſorry he was thus in a manner forced to ſee 


Meredith, though he ſhuddered when he 
learned the danger his daughter had been 


in, and felt himſelf obliged to the young 
Welchman for the preſence of mind and 
humanity he had diſplayed ;—he knew him 
to be a man of honour ; and as he was really 
| innocent of this laſt daring attempt upon 
the Earl's life, he thought his late be- 


haviour to him might convince Meredith 
he was a true penitent. Their meeting was 


rendered very | awkward by their mutual 


reflections upon the never-to-be-recalled 


paſt, The Earl was exceſſively agitated, 
while 
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while he endeavoured to welcome his former 
acquaintance (friends they had never been) 
to Grand-Pre, and to thank him for his 
recent behaviour to his daughter. 

« How is my friend, my Lord?“ aſked 
Meredith, © Can Iſee him? You may de- 
pend upon my diſcretion.“ 

« J am ſure I may,” replied the n 
Peer, “I am aſſured he is not in any dan- 
ger; and, I hope in God, we ſhall be able 
to bring the villains to juſtice. But what 
enemies can he have in this part of the +» 
world, myſelf excepted ? for both you and 
he muſt ever conſider me in that light ; 
though, - God knows, I would much ſooner. 
have forgiven the aſſaſſins had they attacked 
my life, which has long been a burthen to 

me; but no one would have. mourned my 
fate, ſave my poor Lucy.“ Too 

Let us hope, my Lok — 5 

„ have abjured that title for ever, 
my young friend. Ambition firſt led me 
into fin ; but, as you ſaid, let us hope, ſince. 
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it has pleaſed Heaven to reſtore the vid 
of my crimes to his ſorrowing parents, he 
will ſtill be prelerved to contribute to their 


happineſs. How was he” preſerved, and 
how was he diſcovered? If I may believe 
the ſurgeon who attends him, he has been 
in very low circumſtances. Little did ! 
think when J faw him laſt, or when he was 
now brought in, he was the child. But no 


matter; my future actions can alone prove 


how ſincerely I grieve for the paſt.” * 


Suffer me to ſee Lord Ellefmere for a 
few minutes, and Iwill then anſwer all e 


queſtions “. a 
* can have no objection only for 


God s ſake let us act prudently. I dread, 
even now, I ſhould have his life to anſwer. 


for, though I would freely give every ſhil- 
ling I am worth, and leave my daughter an 
abſolute dependant upon her generous 
| godmother, if that would bring theſe daring 
villains to juſtice, and reſtore your friend 
to health. I vill conduct you to his room; 
only ſuffer me to repeat he muſt remain in 
* 


ignorance, or he would certainly inſiſt upon 
being carried out of my houſe at any riſk.” 

« If my honour were not engaged, Sir,“ 
replied Meredith, © my regard for my 
friend would enſure my ſilence.“ 

Lord Clancaſtle felt the tacit reproach, 
and was a ſufficient penitent to a. now- 
ledge its juſtice. 


Having croſſed ſeveral apartments, his 


Lordſhip very gently opened a door, which 


led into a magnificent bed- room. The 


ſurgeon, without moving, made a ſign that 


his patient was aſleep, and a motion for 


them to retire. Had Meredith been in a 


calmer ſtate of mind, he would have thought | 


it prudent to obey his orders'; ; as it was, he 


could not be prevailed upon to leave the 
room till he had ſeen his friend. He therefore, | 


taking every precaution not to diſturb him, 
approached the bed, and convinced him- 
ſelf (which till that moment he had rather 
doubted) that he WAS, bona fide, alive, and 
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buried in a profound ſleep ;—he therefore 
retreated with even more precaution than | 
he had entered, whiſpering the ſurgeon to 
ler him know the moment his patient 
awoke, and returned into the ſaloon with 
Lord Clancaſtle, to whom he briefly reca- 
- pitulated by what means Clement had been 
reſtorefl to his parents, how he had been 
brought up, with every et cetera likely to 
intereſt his hearers ; and had but juſt finiſhed 
his narration, when they were informed that 
Lord Elleſinere's valet was arrived. Per- 
ceiving Lord Clancaſtle's anxiety upon 
learning this intelligence, he aſſured him 
the ſervant in queſtion was totally unac- 
quainted with his perſon ; and it ſhould be 
his care to prevent any -of his own men 
from coming to the caſtle. 
therefore recommended to the care of the 
Swiſs houſehold, and Lord Clancaſtle ſpent 
the whole evening in endeavouring to con- 
vince Meredith that Gwillim was much more 


to blame than himſelf, - 


CHAP, 


Watſon was 
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awok 
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very 
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CHAP. in 


IT was near midnight before Clement 


awoke. Meredith haſtened to his bed-ſide, 


and eagerly enquired how he found himſelf, 
very thankful, notwithſtanding his pallid 
cheeks and languid countenance, to find 
him ſo much better than he dared to have 
hoped. | f 

«Tf I could move my head, I ſhould be 
hardly ſenſible any thing ailed me,“ ſaid the 
invalid; © and I do think, notwithſtanding 
the ſurgeon's fears, I might, have returned 
to Lauſanne without running any great riſk. 
What ſort of a reception did our country- 
man give you?“ 


« A very 


oy 
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© Avery polite one. I hope you bad ns. 
reaſon to complain of the one. you re- 
ſceived ? 5 . 
« Oh ! none at all,” ied Clement, 


«after he diſcoyered I was Earl of Elleſmere ; 
but when the ſurgeon informed him 
{for the good man chanced to recoll-& me) 
J had once been in Madame de Grand-Pre's 

ſuice, he convinced me he did not poſſeſs 
a very great ſhare of humanity. However, 
no more of the matter; 1 ought not to judge 


every body after Mrs. Davenport's, my 


father and mother's, or your ſtandard ; and 
he amply made up for all paſt deficiencies 
after he had examined tne ſeals of my 


watch. Ainſi va le monde.—But can you 


- gueſs to whom I owe my e confine- 


ment?“ 
« ] am loth to ſuſpe& any one of 10 atro- 


cious a deed,” replied Meredith, perfetly 


acquitting Lord Clancaſtle from Clement“ 
own account, which made it evident he did 
not know the Earl before he met with his 


9 « As for Mr. Maynard's beha- 
viour, 


ur, 


+ 0 


su. 


viour, it was, I am ſorry to ſay, but too 


common; but I am convinced he wiſhes to 


atone for what he, no doubt, hopes at the 
time it was poſſible you might not have | 

obſerved. But, if it will not fatigue you, 
| will you favour me with an account of this 


ſtrange adventure ? _ would fain hope It 
was an accident.” | 

“So would I, Meredith, repeating 
every thing he. recollected reſpecting the 
attack. - But I ſaw no other game,” he 


continued, „ nor is it a common thing for 


ſportſmen tb load their fowling- pieces with 
balls; and I am apt to believe the muſket, 
gun, or piſtol, which did my buſineſs, was 
within two yards of my. head.” 

Then God ſend the culprit and his 


accomplices may be brought to juſtice!” 


cried Meredith. 


« ] cannot join in that wiſh. Perhaps 


you now underſtand upon whom my ſuſ- 
picions fall? Madame de Grand-Pre is 
undoubtedly 1 in this ncighbourhood. N 


ec And i 


"% 


. 
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1 « And can you ſuppoſe ſhe is ſuch 21 wil 
= wretch ?—Surely ſhe cannot be fo aban- MW wie 
doned of God!“ 
no elſe can with for my death ?— 1 
Wl | Lord Clancaſtle has no ſons to promote at iſ ep: 
'} my expence; beſides. he declared BEA | ſlep 
=] rejoiced to hear I was living.” thot 
1 E - His laſt ſurmiſe made the blood- forfike thar 


Meredith's cheeks, while he faltered out, WU reſo 
« I ſhould much ſooner ſuſpe&t thoſe MW in h 


Dnbos 3. | prot 
4 And in what other light can we con- lian 
5 ſider them but as the agents of the Ba- I of t. 


roneſs? But, except Mr. Maynard's emiſ. WU mer: 
ſaries prove ſucceſsful, I ſhould not wiſh I muſt 
him to ſuppoſe I have reaſon to ſuſpe& I vret 


any body of ſo atrocious a crime.“ almc 

! {5 | 1 Ml preh 
=. The ſurgeon had ſeveral times interfered, ll his 
| Meredith, therefore, requeſted Clement I meaſ 
would endeavour Once more 10 compoſe tranſ 
if himſelf, and took his leave of him for the was 1 
if | night, after ſending for Watſon, who was to I dread 

[| ſet up with the ſurgeon, and who fervently I take 

. | wiſhed vo 
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wiſhed his Lord was ſaſe out t of fuch a 
wicked country. | | 


Meredith and Mr. Maynard ſoon after 


| ſeparated for the night. Neither of them 
| ſlept much, it may be ſuppoſed ; the former 


thought Lady Lucy full more intereſting 
than when they parted, yet he could not 
reſolve to brave the cenſure of the world 
in her favour, though he was pretty ſure the 
proud Peer would not now diſdain his al- 
liance. He could not believe him guilty 
of the late baſe attempt upon Lord Elleſ- 
mere, ſince, to have formed ſuch a plan, he 
muſt have known him ; in that caſe what a 
wretch muſt he ſuppoſe the Baroneſs ! He 
almoſt wiſhed the Dubois's could be ap- 
prehended, upon ſuſpicion but he knew 
his friend would never conſent to ſuch a 
meaſure: beſides, if no proof of their guilt 
tranſpired, it would anſwer no end. If there 
was truth in man, he had nothing more to 
dread from his former enemy; and he would 
take care he ſhould never again expoſe 

VOL, III. 1 himſclf 


+; We ELLESMERE, 


himſelf ſingly to the Baroneſs's machina- 
tions. 
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of romance. 
innocent of the evident deſign to murder 
me; nay, I poſitively, notwithſtanding every 
circumſtance ſeems to corroborate my ſuſ- 


Having formed this reſolution, he courted 


the drowſy god; but woke again ſoon after 
day- dawn, and roſe, anxious to learn how 
the Earl had reſted. 


To all appearance much better than him- 


ſelf; the ſurgeon pronounced him free from 
fever, and Clement declared he was tole- 
rably free from pain— — 


— 


e Therefore, thank God, and a good con- 


ſcience,” he proceeded, I think I ſhall 
defeat my enemies' kind intentions for 
ſurely I have nothing but folly to reproach 
myſelf with upon Madame de Grand-Pre's 
account; and, I think, never poor mortal 
paid dearer for wiſhing to emulate a hero 


May ſhe, for her own ſake, be 


picions, 


or 
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picions, hope ſhe never harboured ſo vile 
an intention; if ſhe did, may the Almighty 


forgive her as ſincerely as I do!“ 
oo BS 1 55 

The valet had retired to order breakfaſt 

ſoon after Meredith came in, who conti- 

nued to accuſe the Dubois's, and, like his 


friend, hoped the Baroneſs was neither their 


employer nor their accomplice. 


0 


Clement then enquired whether Mr. 


Maynard had mentioned the 1 s ha- 


ving recollected him. 


« ] do not remember he did,“ was the | 


reply; indeed I was ſo confuſed the 
whole evening 
an account of our converſation.” | 

« And I dare ſay my former and preſent 
viſit has puzzled our hoſt; though, upon 
reflection, perhaps he did not know I was 
coming to ſee him this time. If it could 


be avoided, Meredith, I had rather he 


mould not know I conſider myſelf as maſter 
8 12 5 of 
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of this houſe. He ſuſpected I was the Ba- 


9 
„% K ·— „„ 
9 e — 


roneſs's lover the firſt time I ſaw him.“ 


Then we will leave him at liberty to 
form his own conjectures,” 


interrupted 
cc only remember you will be 


Meredith ; 


chid for talking ſo much, ſo I ſhall only 


allow you to ſay yes, or no, to two or three 


queſtions I mean to propoſe. Are you per- 
fectly ſatisfied with N ſurgeon | py 


Nes 
« Would it not be more prudent to cal 


in a ſecond ? A 

"DD. 

« Then ſuppoſe, as I know you do not 
wiſh your misfortune to be generally 


known in this neighbourhood, I fend all our 
ſervants, Watſon excepted, and my Car- 


Triage, back to Geneva?“ 

« An excellent thought !” ſaid Clement. 
«Send Watſon to Lauſanne with your or- 
ders.“ 

| 45 | N | 
This point being ſettled to their mutual 
ſatisfaction, (as Meredith was very anxious 
to 


8 


d 


"s 


I 
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to remove his men, and the Earl's two 
other ſervants, who had lived ſome time in 
the Ormond family, to a greater diſtance), 
he left his friend to make his report to 
Lord Clancaſtle, who paid him a viſit as 
ſoon as he had breakfaſted, and looked as. 
he felt, ſo intereſted in his gueſt's recovery, 
that Clement told Meredith he believed he _ 
had formed a haſty . the preceding 
night. | | 


During the day Lord Clancaſtle endea- | 


voured to diſcover whether Clement had 


actually been in the Baroneſs's ſervice, and 
what had brought him into Switzerland, 
ſince his father and mother were at Avignon; 

but finding Meredith politely evaded ſatis- 


| fying his curioſity, he was forced to drop 


the ſubject. He then hoped ill health had 
not brought Lord and Lady Ormond upon 
the Continent; and was really ſorry when he 
learned their journey had originated in their 
fears for their ſon, and prayed moſt fervently 
that this accident might not bring on a 
return of his diſorder. N 
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As Meredith believed him ſincere, he 


began to pity almoſt as much as he con- / 
demned him, and wiſhed it were poſſible 
to bring about a reconciliation between 


him and Lord Ormond; but even that 
N obleman' s forgiveneſs, he recollected, 
would not acquit him in the eyes of the 
wor „ : 


The unſucceſsful emiffaries who had gone 


in purſuit of the aſſaſſin, returned about 
twelve o'clock, magnifying their own feats, 
and lamenting their ill luck, and again, at 
Meredith's deſire, minutely recapitulated 
all they knew of this ſtrange affair; but 
their deſcription of the murderer threw no 
light upon the myſtery. Mr. Maynard and 
himſelf ſatisfied them for the trouble they 
had taken, and Clement was not ſorry when 
he learned the villain had eſcaped. 


Mr. Maynard again wondered, when alone 
with Meredith, what enemies, and ſo deſ- 
enter inclined, his Lordſhip could have 
in 


no 


fal 


WC 
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in Switzerland, whoſe inhabitants were re- 
nowned for their good faith and honeſty. 


ce Tt was 8 a very myſterious af 
fair,” was the reply; he only hoped time 
would diſcover the real villain.“ 


Lady Lucy joined in the wiſh, Still ex- 
ceedingly curious, her father reverted to 
Clement's firſt viſit. to him, obſerving he 
ſeemed very anxious at that time to gain 


ſome intelligence of the late owner of the 
caſtle. 


« Very poſlibly,” ſaid Meredith; *“ do 
you know where ſhe now 1s ?” 

« No, upon my honour ; nor do I know 
any body more likely to ſatisfy you in that 
reſpect. Vet I am in habits of intimacy with 
her former banker, and with her late ſteward, 
whois a moſt excellent man, and highly diſap- 
proves of the Baroneſs's conduct, who, it 


ſeems, has abſolutely fooled away a moſt 


noble eſtate ; ; that is, has, for the ſake of 
14 expedition, 
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expedition, diſpoſed of it for dene more y 


than two-thirds of its value.” 

« Ladies are very apt to be impatient,” 
replied Meredith; and thus the ſubje& 
dropped. | 1 5 


Little of moment occurred during the 
four following days. Meredith ſpent great 


part of his time with the invalid, who ſoon 
enquired whether he had been introduced 
to their hoſt's fair daughter, mentioning 


when and where he had firſt ſeen her. 
He was anſwered in the affirmative. 


She ſtruck me as being very hand- 
ſome,” ”” rejoined Clement; am I a Judge 
of beauty?“ 

„ She is not amiſs,” was the reply, © and 
ſeems a ſenſible, well-informed young wo- 
man; but T hope you will ſoon be able to 


V 


fade for yourſelf.” . x 


Clement 


EIn 


Clement had ſo many important mat- 
ters to conſider, he thought no longer of 
” WW Vis Maynard, being more anxious than 
c ever to diſcover the Baroneſs's retreat, 
which he was convinced would be no 
otherwiſe effected than by making known 

ie his right to her eſtates. From what Mr. 
at Maynard had ſaid, which Meredith had 
n repeated to him, the ſteward did not ſeem 
d. to be in her confidence; he would certainly 
g | then not object to receive his orders: he 
therefore, as ſoon as he was ſufficiently re- 
covered to attend to buſineſs; determined 

to ſend for him to the caſtle, a 


\ 


J. On the fifth day of his confinement, the 
ze ſurgeon, in compliance with his urgent 

entreaties, agreed to his ſitting up for a 
d couple of hours in the evening. As he was 
o- in no ſort of danger, that gentleman was 
to || become only a daily viſiter; and the mo- 
ment he was gone, being left alone with 
his valet, Clement declared his reſolution 
nt of getting up to dinner, as laying in bed only 
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weakened him, and he ſhould ſleep much 
better admitting he did fatigue himſelf. 
Watſon had no will but his Lord's ; he 
therefore aſſiſted himin riſing; and, by way of 
trying his ſtrength, he choſe to walk towards 
one of the windows before he took poſſeſ- 


ſion of the arm-chair which his fervant had 
placed near the fire. The well-known, well- 


remembered ſpot where he had firſt ſeen 


the Baroneſs, occaſioned him ſuch a train 


of unpleaſant reflection, he ſtood with his 
arms folded, leaning againſt the window, 


meditating ſo deeply for a few ſeconds upon 
the paſt, thathis man, though fearful he would 


catch cold, dared not break in upon his reve- 
rie, which was interrupted by his perceiving, 
the ſhade of ſome perſon pacing the ſnrub- 
bery, and ſoon caught fight of Meredith 
and an elegant female, whom he ſuppoſed to 
be the lady he had formerly ſeen careſſing 
the white puppy : they appeared to be in 
very deep diſcourſe, and every now and 


then made a ſudden ſtop. Their apparent 


familiarity rather ſurpriſed him; ſtill as he 
knew 
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knew Meredith to be a very agreeal e com- 
panion, he ſoon accounted for their growing 
intimacy, and thought 1t very poſſible that 
Miſs Maynard might ſucceed Lady Lucy 
Killarney in his friend's affections, who 
ſoon joined_him, and lagged him for gte 
ting up ſo early. LIN 


As they were 72te-a-tete, Clements began 
to rally him about Miſs Maynard. Mere- 
dith laughed it off very tolerably, repeat - 
edly declaring he aſpired to no other title 
than that of her friend. 


I cannot pretend to fay whether he 
would be an eligible match for you,” re- 
plied Clement; © but do not ſteal the poor 
girl's heart, and then offer her your friend- 
ſhip in return. You, poſſibly, may be able 
to play round the flame without burning 
your wings; ſhe may not be equally fortu- 
nate. But do not fancy I mean to moral- 
ize; I have not played my own cards well 
enough to give me the right to preach: 

| "20 prudence,, 
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prudence, much leſs example. But do you 


know what part of England our hoſt comes 
from?“ 
c never put the queſtion to o him,” was 


- the reply. * But, truſt me, I would not 


willingly make any woman unhappy. There 
is great ſtrength in your obſervation, but 
acquit me of any other view than of wiſhing 


to behave politely to a young perſon whom 
I ſuſpe& is rather to be pitied ;—fhe leads 


a very ſecluded life, and may have left 
many dear and near friends in England. A 
parent's follies, vices, or caprices are fre- 


quently ſeverely felt by their innocent oft- 


/ 


ſpring.” C 


No doubt. Who can feel more than 


I do for my unfortunate couſin? I ſhall 


never fancy myſelf completely happy till 


ſhe is once more under my mother's pro- 
tection.” 


Meredith coloured deeply at this ſudden 
tranſition ; but as Clement attributed his 
viſible agitation to the regard he entertained 
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for Lally Lucy, he changed the diſcourſe, 
reverting to the Baroneſs, and his intended 
interview with the ſteward. 


As he continued in a ſtate of the moſt - 
favourable convaleſcence, Lord Clancaſtle 
paid, him frequent and long viſits, and diſ- 
played nearly as much anxiety as the Mar- 
quis could have done for his perfect reco- 
very. In point of figure, natural and 'ac- 
quired talents, Clement was much ſuperior 
to his friend; this Meredith was the firſt 
to acknowledge when talking of him to 
Lord Clancaſtle, who, when he moſt ad- 
mired his elegant nephew, moſt envied 
thoſe parents he had endeavoured to de- 
pri ve of ſuch a ſon. His former ambition 
had only lain dormant ſince the death of 
his ſon's, and it was now all revived when 
he conſidered what an advantageous match 
this would be for his daughter ;—to bring it 
to bear, he foreſaw, would be attended 
with conſiderable difficulty; but if he ſhould 
ſucceed, how amply ſhould he be repaid ! 

Meredith, 
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Meredith, he ſoon found, had no intention h 
of making any propoſals for himſelf, there- I p. 
fore he would not oppoſe the match; there th 
only wanted the Earl's being in love with uf 
his daughter to enſure his ſucceſs. If once WW nc 


he declared his paſſion, he would make ita pc 
point of filial duty in her to accept his m 
hand. 


With this view he introduced her to ev 
his notice before he had left his room; 
and, under pretence of amuſing him, made 
her exert her muſical talents. Clement paid 
her the tribute of applauſe, which was really 
her due, for ſhe excelled upon the piano 
forte ; but felt nothing but admiration for 
her {kill and taſte, and frequently wondered 
at her father's making her the conſtant 
theme of his diſcourſe when they happened 
to be tete-d- tete. | 
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| Meredith ſoon ſaw through the Earl's 
ſcheme, and that it would prove totally abor- I wit! 


tive ;—ſtill he delicately forbore to expoſe I Swi 
him 
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him to his fied; who he perceived had not 
penetrated 1 into his intentions, nor did he 
think himſelf authorized to put Lady Lucy 
upon her guard; he ſaw her heart was in 
| no danger, (indeed it had long been in his 
| poſſeſſion), therefore thought it beſt to let 
matters take their own courſe, _ 
Clement had wrote to the Marquis the 
evening after he had ſeen the Dubois's ; and 
Meredith, (who was alſo a conſtant corre- 
ſpondent, as to hear of and from this dear 
ſon conſtituted their greateſt felicity) the 
day after his arrival at Grand-Pre, dating 
from Lauſanne, where he informed them it 
was poſlible they might be detained for a- 
week or ten days, owing to the Baroneſs's 
ſteward's abſence ; but they might depend 
upon hearing from Lord Elleſmere as ſoon 
as any _ was decided. 


Clement continued to amuſe them 
with the ſame Pretence for his ſtay in 
fe Switzerland, when able to hold his pen, | 
im 3 : Wo which 


— 


1 
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which crevented their feeling any great un- 
eaſineſs at this delay, though they were ex- 


ceedingly anxious to ſee him at Avignon; 
and he, notwithſtanding the literal over- 


ſtrained politeneſs with which he was treated, 
was not leſs n to be upon the 


road. 


1 


* 


Not the lighteſt trace had been diſco- 
yered of the aſſaſſin, which had become the 


general theme of converſation both at 
Lauſanne and Vevay, and all the interme- 


diate leſſer towns and villages : it was ſuch 
an uncommon attempt in that part of Eu- 
rope, that it created general aſtoniſhment. 


Clement remained convinced his wife was 


concealed in the neighbourhood ; and Me- 
redith continued to think che Dubois's were 
1 in this horrid buſineſs. 


Lord Clancaſtle, whole curioſity was only 


to be equalled by 
endeavoured to diſcover upon what ®erms 


the Baroneſs and Clement had been ; ; and 
once, 


his ambition, frequently 
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once, with affected gaiety, reverted to what 
he termed the ſurgeon's miſtake ; —ſtill his 
curioſity remained ungratified. Meredith 
was more reſerved than ever, and Clement 
never choſe to underſtand him; but finding | 
himſelf in a very fair way of recovery at 
the expiration of three weeks, and perfectly 
able to do buſineſs, he diſpatched Watſon 
with a note to Mr. Monvel, requeſting to 
ſee him the following morning upon buſi- 
neſs of importance at the Caſtle of Grand- 


| Pre. 


The ſteward. was rather ſurpriſed that an 
Engliſhman of rank ſhould have any buſineſs | 
with him; but ſent a very polite anſwer, 
importing he would be at the caſtle be- 
tween twelve and one the next day; and 
concluded with hoping, from the tenor of his 
Lordſhip's letter, thathe was tolerably reco- 
vered from the effects * his late dilagree- 
able adventure. 4 


\ 


Clement 
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Clement was pleaſed with his letter, and 
SOratd LordClancaſtle whom he expected; 
his Lordſhip therefore began to entertain 
ſome hopes of learning all he wiſhed to 
know from Monvel, who had been upon 
yery friendly terms with him ever fince he 
had become an inhabitant of the caſtle. 


At the time appointed, the ſteward made 


his appearance, and was firſt ſhewn into Mr, 


Maynard, who, upon the ſtrength of their 
intimacy, aſked him, in confidence, if he 
gueſſed why Lord Elleſmere had ſent for 
him. He was anſwered in the negative. 
Maynard then reverted to Clement's former 


anxious enquiries concerning the Baroneſs; 


and, finding that led to nothing, mentioned 
me diſcovery the ſurgeon had made, aſking 


if he had ever ſeen the Baroneſs” O Engl 


| courier. | 


Never, Sir. I did not reſide at Grand- 
Pre, nor did 1 ever interfere with that Lady's 
domeſtic arrangements but I cannot help 


thinking 
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ö 

thinking Mr. Duval muſt be deceived; for, 
having occaſion to fee Mr. Haller, the 
Banker, laſt night, I mentioned my morning 
appointment to him, and he aſſured me that 
this young Nobleman is one of the firſt and 
richeſt men in Great Britain; though, upon 
reflection, he did mention his having 
once before viſited Switzerland incognito ; 
yet I cannot ſuppoſe he was ever in A ſer- 
vile a ſituation. But may I requeſt, 'Sir, 
you would let one of your ſervants inform 
his Lordſhip ] am here? | 

© I will conduct you to him. Is it not | 
aſtoniſhing he ſhould have been ſo ſtrangely 
attacked in a country where he muſt. be ſo 
little known??? : 

It has, excited univerſal ſurpriſe and 
indignation, Sir,” he replied, ' while he fol- 
lowed Mr. Maynard into Clement's dreſſ- 
ing- room, where, to his infinite mortifi- 
cation, he was forced to leave him with his 
gueſts, WhO were tete-d tete. 


. 
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As he retired, he hoped Mr. Monvel 
would dine at the caſtle; which that gentle- 
man promiſed, and he reluctantly retreated, 
half inclined to put his ear to the door: f 

indeed nothing but the fear of detection 
prevented him from having recourſe to this 
method of gratifying his inordinate curi- 
1885 | 


CHAP. IX. 


{ 


DETERMINED to come to the point 
at once, as ſoon as Mr. Monvel had taken 
a ſeat, Clement aſked him if he could give 
him a direction to the * de Grand- 
Pre. 


« am very ſorry it is not in my power 
1 to convince your Lordſhip of my wiſh to 
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a you. Why or wherefore, (for ] can«- 


not aſſign any reaſon for her ſtrange con- 


duct), but that Lady, .notwithſtanding ſhe 


has empowered me to conclude her buſineſs 


with the purchaſers of her eſtates, has not 


choſe to entruſt me with her addreſs.” 
Hoy then can you poſſibly do buſineſs 
for her, Mr. Monvel ?”? 

“ ſhall have none to do, my Lord, till 
the laſt purchaſe- -money becomes due, and 
then I expect the Baroneſs will be upon the 
bot? - | 

« Then you 4 ſhe has left Seitn 
land?” ſaid Clement, with evident marks 
of emotion. 

Upon my honour Ido, my Lord. 7} 

© Then let us hope I have been old: 


taken, Meredith, ſaid Clement, addreſſing 2 


his friend | in OR 
But, without waiting for his anſwer, again 
turning to the ſteward— 


- 


| <«c You 
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« You - muſt think me ſtrangely 100 l. 
tive, Mr. Monvel; but I truſt you will not 
place my queſtions wholly to the | account 
of idle curioſity, when] inform you, though 
1 am totally, ignorant of her abode, I am 

the huſband of Madame de Grand- Pré.“ 


The ſteward's looks beſpoke aſtoniſhment 


and incredulity, while he repeated, «ye 
huſband of Madame de Grand-Pre, my 
Lord! a | 
* Even ſo, Mr. Monvel, I ROT A 
wonder at your ſurpriſe nor your incre— 
dulity ; but I mean to be more explicit” 
N frankly acknowledging how their acquaint- 
ance had commenced, and bringing down 
his narrative to the preſent moment. 
cc Aſtoniſhing indeed, my Lord!“ cried 
the amazed ſteward; *I ceaſe to wonder 
at the Baroneſs's leſſer imprudences now 1 
am acquainted with the greater ones which 
diſgrace her conduct. Thoſe Dubois's are 
certainly implicated in this matter. I have 
always ſuſpected they have taken the moſt 
unwarrantable advantages of the Baroneſs's 
generoſity 
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generoſity; but her profuſeneſs, and their 
rapaciouſneſs are now perfectly accounted 
for. I devote myſelf, from this moment, 
to your Lordſhip's ſervice; only empower 
me to act, and depend upon my zeal and 
activity. When the Baroneſs returned to 
t Grand-Pre, ſhe inſiſted upon diſpoſing of 
her. eſtates to the very firſt people (her 
former hints of her intention J had not at- 
tended to) who were inclined to rid her of 
what ſhe ſeemed to think an incumbrance. 
In vain did I requeſt her to take time, or 
to leave every thing to me, who could have 
tranſacted the buſineſs as well in her ab- 
ſence ; but ſhe was deaf to my arguments, 
therefore almoſt gave them away: ho w- 
ever, as the ſale was not a legal one, why it 
er does not ſo much matter.“ | 

1 « do not mean to invalidate what he 
n has done,” replied Clement. I confented 
reſto the meaſure, therefore have no right : 
ve ſi-voke it. But who are the purchaſers, 
ſt hat money has been paid, and what re- 
> MM mains due: 22 n : 
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Mr. Monvel readily ſatisfied him | in the 
en About eighty thouſand pounds 
had been received, and nearly double that 
ſum, with the accumulated intereſt, was to 
be paid on or before the enſuing Chriſtmas 


Day: the Dubois's were the only people 


who had paid ready money; where they 


got it, the Baroneſs knew beſt; for his own 
part, he had never believed they had. paid 
| « farthing. | 


„And what is very ſingular,” he conti- 
nued, * ſhe let the caſtle and ground to 
me upon a twenty-one years“ leaſe before 
ſhe diſpoſed of either to them, and I know 
they are very anxious to get rid of their 
bargain—indeed they have more than once 
ſounded me upon that head; but, ſomehow, 
I do not think they are in Poſſeſſion of the 
title-deeds.“ 

That does not ſignify,” ſaid Clement. 4 
never coveted her fortune] only wiſh to 
obtain a legal diſſolution of our marriage. 


I underſtand ſhe reported ſhe was going to 
reſide 
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reſide f in Germany cannot you form any 
idea where ſhe now is? I am more than 
half tempted to think ſhe is in the neigh- 
bourhood.  _ 

« | hardly know what to chink or believe, 


my Lord; but were I in your place, ſhe 


ſhould not receive another ſhilling of the 
purchaſe-money, whether or not I allowed 
the ſale to ſtand good.“ 

* do not intend that he ſhall ; till am 
very anxious to have a private interview 
with her before I proceed to extremities.” 

«* Your Lordſhip may depend upon my 


letting you know the moment I either ſee 
or hear from her. Theſe Dubois's are cer- 
tainly in all her ſecrets; but they would no 


more tell me than they would your Lord- 
ſhip, Where ſhe now is.” 55 
They, you know I told you, affect not 
to believe us married. 
« But can they ſuppoſe, my. Lord, ſuch 


a ſhallow artifice will anſwer any end ?— 


However, if you will honour me with your 
VOL, III. i commands, 


| 
| 
| 
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Hf 


_— depend upon my ſecrecy and 
honour.” 


« You are very obliging, Sir; if you will 


favour me with another viſit in the courſe 
of a few days, we will ſettle our plan ;— 


meanwhile I ſhould not with either my 
marriage or intentions to tranſpire.” 


Mr. Monvel bowed acquielcence, and 
reverted' to his Lordſhip's recent accident, 


Clement profeſſed himſelf at a loſs to 
gueſs to whom he owed the favour, Not 


chuſing to mention his real ſuſpicions to 
the ſte ward, he thought it poſſible he might 


have been miſtaken for ſomebody elſe. 


« It is certainly wrong, my Lord, to ſuſ- 


pect any body of ſo atrocious a deed; but, 
God forgive me! for I cannot help think- 


ing that Deibois, who bears but an ugly 
name, Was concerned i in the buſineſs.” 
« Let us ops nor. Mr. Monvel; for 1 
mould 


confe! 
Mony 
ſanne. 


* 


Cle 
ſeriou 
night, 
the ſt 
to pre 
of the 
eſtates 


E I. L E 8 eu 7 10% 
ſhould be very forry to conſider the Baroneſs 
as a principal in the affair.“ 5 
God forbid indeed, my Lord! As. vou 
ſtate the matter, I hope I am miſtaken. 
No, no, bad as ſhe is, I am ſure ſhe never 
thought of attempting the life of the father 
of her child. I proteſt my blood runs cold 
at the bare idea. Though how ſhe could 
abandon her daughter, is beyond my com- 
prehenſion; but ſhe cannot be bleſſed with 
a mother's feelings.“ , SI 


$ - 


was 7 
2 126 
1 


A ſummons to dinner broke up the 
conference, and immediately after Mr. 
Monvel ſet out upon his return to Lau- 
ſanne. A 

Clement and Meredith talked the matter ; 
ſeriouſly over when they returaed for the 
night, and the former reſolved to empower 
the ſteward, conjointly with Mr. Haller, 
to prevent his wife from touching any more 
of the money ariſing from the fale of her 
cltates, which ſhould remain in the banker's 

K 2 hands 


following Monday, from whence Clement 
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hands till his marriage was diſſolved, hin 


ſhe might beſtow it upon whom ſhe pleaſed, _— 
Five days more elapſed withour forward- übe 
ing Lord Clancaſtle's wiſe plan; and Cle- chin 
ment began to talk of his departure. Mr. it! 
Maynard was afraid he was not ſufficiently I non 


recovered to travel; but he was too well 
convinced of the anxiety the Marquis and I 1, _ 
Marchioneſs muſt feel, to allow him to delay 

his journey upon mere perſonal conſide- p 
rations a moment longer than was neceſ- Cler 
fary. Meredith and himſelf therefore agreed 
to ſet out on their return to Geneva on the 


meant to ſend ſome tokens of his gratitude 
2 to bis hoſt and his daughter. | 


As they intended to ſleep at Lauſanne the 
' firſt night, he determined to ſettle his bu- 
ſineſs with the ſteward at his own, or Mr. 
- Haller's houſe, and wrote accordingly to 
that gentleman ; who hoped, in his anſwer, 
that his Lordſhip and Mr, Meredith would 


honour him ſo far as to take up their abode 
under 


EI ES,, ' 


under his roof while they remained at 
Lauſanne : he ſhould therefore take the 
liberty of expecting them, if he heard no- 
thing to the contrary. They were pleaſed 


with his conſiderate propoſal, and were ſe= 
nouſly debating that, and various other 


matters on the Sunday morning, when Mr. 
Monvel was announced, : 


So unexpected a viſit rather ſurpriſed 
Clement, who ordered him to be ſhewn 1n. 

« | ſhall not apologize for thus intruding, 
unſummoned, upon your Lordihip, as I am 
convinced the importance of my errand 
will plead my excuſe. This letter (taking 
one out of his pocket-book) reached me 
expreſs not an hour ago; and 1 did not 
chuſe to take any ſteps in the buſineſs till 


I had conſulted your Lordſhip.” 


* You are very obliging, Sir,” ſaid Cle- . 
ment, holding out his hand for the letter; : 
* pray _ ſea ted. 3 
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The ſteward did as he deſired ; while, with 
a degree of emotion he vainly endeavoured 
to conceal, the Earl recognized Madame 
de Grand-Pre's writing, and read as fol- 


lows ;— 


_ © MY GOOD MONVEL, 


* 


«© Do me the favour, upon the 
receipt of theſe few lines, to ſet out for 
Chamberry, as I have many things to 


ſettle with you, which render a perſonal 
have many objec- 


find me at the Convent of St. Mary, the 


| Abbeſs of which is become one of my beſt 


and moſt intimate friends ; you will there- 


fore aſk for her, as it is not generally 
known I am in this Convent, therefore let 


me requeſt you would come alone. Do not 


let any of my former friends know you 
have heard from me, particularly thoſe 


Dubois's, who, I know, are no favourites of 


_ s: indeed I begin to think I have ſuf⸗ 


fered 


Corn 


in the afternoon of Tueſday. 


II ES MEAT. 8 


fered them to miſlead me ſtrangely ; but 
more of that when we meet. Be punctual ; 
I ſhall expect you between three and four 


% 


„ Your's &c. 


„ 


op . of Grard-Pri.” 2 


Cmvent of St. My. | | 
November 6, 17— — 1 


Clement did not raiſe his eyes till he had 


almoſt learned theſe few lines by heart 


" Should ſhe, after all, be able to Prove 5 


her innocence!” The bare ſurmiſe made 
the blood mantle in his cheeks, while he 


_ exclaimed in a tone demonſtrative of his 
agitation, * I will accompany you, Mr. 
Monvel. Meredith, this letter is from my 


wife! She! is, and may have been from the 
„ | moment 


% 
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Chamberry ! 

would not Jeannette have known where 
ſhe was ? and would not ſhe have ſought 
her daughter ?—I am again deluding my- 
{elf with falſe hopes. But I muſt ſee her. 
The worſt certainty, I have always ſaid, is 
preferable to the ſtate or ſuſpenſe I have 
ſo long been in.“ 

« Are you well enough, my Lord, to 
undertaxe ſuch a journey . 
Monvel. 
en muſt not ek of it my dear 
friend,” cried Meredith, in Engliſh ; re- 


attempted. 


caſtle; and you know I have always ob- 
jected to your going into the garden, for 1 
cannot diveſt myſelf of the idea of your 
recent eſcape.” 
gut as I cannot remain for ever in this 
_ caſtle,” replied Clement, it will be neceſ- 
"al to diveſt yourſelf of a few of thoſe 


moment of our ſepara, in a Convent a at 
Should it prove ſo but then 


N 


member how very lately your life has been 
28 1 have lived in a fort of conti- 
E | nual dread ever ſince you have been 1n the 


kind 
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kind fears. To Geneva I muſt go at all 
events; and I really ſhould never forgive 

myſelf if I was to ſuffer ſuch an Wer, 
which may never return, to 1 me.— 


. 


I 


T _ up his diſcourſe in F rench— 


« My friend, Mr. Votet, is infected with 
: few womanitſh fears; but as. no one need 
know I mean to accompany you to Cham 
berry, nor even that you are going there, 

cannot conceive I ſhall run any riſk from 

I ckeſe ſecret enemies I muſt. allow I feem 
eo have.” | 

« cannot agree with you,” replied Me- 
redith, Suffer me to go to Chamberry ; 
| can ſay or do any thing you deſire, con- 
rey a letter, and bring you an anſwer.” 

«You are very obliging ; but conſider whom 
lam going to ſee, and remember how many 
queſtions which I am authorized to aſk, you 
ould not put to a female, and a ſtranger.“ 

«] own, my Lord,” ſaid Monvel, I 
ink you ought to ſee te” Baroneſs. No 
„ 1 che 
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one ſhould be condemned unheard. I would M wWIä 
almoſt pledge my life for your ſafety. Sup- me 
poſe you travel in your own carriage to m. 
Geneva, and ſleep there to-morrow night. wa 
J will engage a voiturin for my journey, ff 
without telling the man where I am going, MF «+ 
1 have got an excellent cabriolet, and can for 
take your Lordfhip up at Carouge, a ſmall dar 
town about a mile and a half out of Geneva, led, 
on the Savoy ſide: by that means no one] but 
can be aware of the road you are going; mat 
and by waiting upon the Baroneſs in my | 
ſtead, you muſt force her to an expla- 
nation.“ 
« Well, if you are reſolved to. go, my 
Lord, ” ſaid Meredith, © I am determined 
to accompany you, and to go armed; there / 
for: procure me a ſaddle-horſe, Mr. drefi 
Monvel, for I chuſe to ride, becauſe I ſhall cent, 
be your. able to ſee who approaches the and 


Carriage.“ ware: 
« But why, my dear . will yo 
perſiſt in ſeeing danger where there can be 


none? I am ſenſible of the kind motive 
| Whic 


me, and ſhall be glad of your company ; but 


0 my exiſtence would become a burthen if 1 
t. was always to _—y Om beſet with- aſ- 


y, ſaſſins.“ 


g. « Believe me, my Lord, I ſhould never 


an forgive myſelf if I was to lead you into any 
all danger,” ſaid Monvel. I will acknow- 


a, ledge I think Dubois a deſperate fellow "ok 


ne but, if there is any faith to be put in wo- 


g; man, he does not know the Baroneſs is at 
n7l Chamberry, However, ſuppoſe you ſuffer 
la-W me to go alone; you can write to her, and I 


will forfeit my life but I will bring you an 
anſwer : this may anſwer _— end of your 
ſeeing her.“ | 


dreſſes you, ſee her I muſt, If ſhe is inno- 
cent, why ſhould I delay my happineſs? 
and if ſhe 1s guilty, I ſhall take her una- 
wares : therefore ſay no more; for if I was 


camp, I would endeavour to we her. We 
will ſet out then this afternoon for Geneva; 
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which makes you deſirous of attending 


«© No, no, my good Monvel, as the ad- 


forced to cut my way through an enemy's _ 


K 6 we 


— — 8 * 
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we can ſleep at Morges, and thus reach 
that town early enough to-morrow to join 


you at Carouge, Mr. Monvel, whither you 


will proceed with all neceflary expedition, 
We need not take an abſolute leave of Mr. 
Maynard, as ſo abrupt a departure would 


be a very ill return for the hoſpitality. we 


have met with; beſides, I ſhould rather wiſh 
his vs to ſuppoſe we are ming back 


., 


18 inding 1t in vain to oppoſe his wides, 
e only repeated his injunctions to 
Monvel to procure him a good ſaddle-horſe, 


and a voiturin, whoſe ſecrecy and fidelity 
he could depend upon; and then ſuffered 
him to depart, after he had promiſed to 


give them the meeting the following even- 


c ing at * 


Mr. May nard, though ſorry for their de · 


parture, was very happy to underſtand they 
meant to pay him another viſit; and as Me- 
| redith was very averſe to travelling after 


1 OY dark, 


th 
tn: 


G wm ww 


- 


dark, they leſt Grand- Prè, attended by 
Watſon, ſoon after twelve; ſlept, as they had 
agreed, at Morges, and reached Geneva in 


very good time on the Monday; left the 


carriage and ſervants at the inn where the 
reſt of their ſuite had taken up their 


abode, merely deſiring they would wait 


their return; and juſt before the cloſing of 
the gates, ſet out on foot for Carouge. 


Monvel was waiting for them, and con- 


ducted them to a very good inn; and the 
next morning, more anxious than he choſe 
to acknowledge, Clement ſet out again, 
almoſt at a certainty of ſeeing the woman 
he had ſo long ug in vain. 
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They contrived to renal: the place of 
their deſtination about the time ap- 


pointed in the Baronefs's letter; Meredith, 


by agreement, keeping at a diſtance from 


the carriage as they drew near their jour- 


ney's end, that he might not be ſuppoſed 


to be of their party. They had enquired |} 
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at Aix, the laſt poſt town, where the C 
vent of St. Mary ſtood, and were informed 


it was not far from the gate they were to 


go in at; the back of it looked towards the 


ramparts, mentioning ſeveral other parti- 
culars it was diſtinguiſhed by, which ren- 
dered it impoſſible to miſtake it. Therefore, 
for fear there ſhould be any ſpies at the 
gate, Clement choſe to alight before they 
entered the town, meaning to proceed di- 
rectly to the Convent, as the moſt effectual 
means of taking the Baroneſs by ſurpriſe; 


ſo promiſing the ſteward to join him and 
Meredith at the inn where he was known, to 


which he directed him, he ſet out, attended 


by Monvel's beſt wiſhes for his ſuccefs. 


Meredith was too far behind to oppoſe 
his intentions, and only learned how he had 
acted upon reaching the inn. As they had 


merely taken a ſnap upon the road, orders 
were given for dinner to be ready by half 


paſt five, his Lordſhip having aſſured 
8 — Monvel 


dat ed. ad 333 hes S AS 
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Monvel he would join them by that time, 
and very probably long before. 2 


By way of paſſing the intermediate ſpace, 


Meredith and he took a turn in the town, 


leaving word, in caſe Clement ſhould come 


while they were out, that they ſhould be at 


home by five, informing the hoſteſs they 
expected a gentleman, who had promiſed ' 
to meet them there. 


3 | 1 \ | | 

During their walk, they reconnoitered the 
Convent from the ramparts, and agreed that 
the ladies were very ſecure ; returned home 


before the appointed time, but found no one 


had been enquiring after them, which they : 
agreed was a good ſign. However from 
that time to half paſt five they continued 


in momentary expectation ; but a neigh- 


bouring Convent chimed the. half hour 


without bringing Clement, and they were 


informed their dinner was ready: they 
therefore began to grow rather impatient | 


for his arrival. 


The re 


* 
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There might be a difference in the clocks, 
Meredith obſerved ; for no man was-more 
punctual to his word than the Earl, and he 
would be anſwerable for their hearing from, E 


or ſeeing him ſoon. AY, heb 
The clock ſtruck fix without his prognof- 0 

| tics being verified, and they were informed ſpea 
the dinner was ſpoiling. Meredith began to clari 
grow uneaſy, but the ſteward perſiſted in quir 
his firſt notion. Time flipped away un- got 
perceived by people in the earls and Ba- like] 
roneſs's ſituation ; they muſt have a vaſt I'S 
many things to talk over, and he could not mag” 
ſuppoſe the lady, who was always renowned opin 


for her hoſpitality, would allow her huſband and 
to leave her before he had dined.” 


W 
ce In that caſe,” ſaid Meredith, “it is i: 
of no uſe our waiting any longer.” puni! 
Dinner was therefore brought in, and the TI 
table cleared without their ſeeing any thing had! 
of Clement. The ſteward dared not rally any only 
more ; Meredith was too viſibly uneaſy to bis x 


bear 
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bear it; he even acknowledged he hardly 
knew what to think himſelf— 


They certainly might have concluded 
their firſt converſation before this time.“ 
The clock ſtruck eight while he was 
ſpeaking; and Meredith, ſtarting up, de- 
clared he would go to the Convent, and en- 
quire after him he muſt either have for- 
got his promiſe, or, what was far more 
likely, ſomething muſt have befel him. 
He ought not to have been ſuffered to go 
to the Convent alone; he had a very bad 
opinion of the whole fraternity of Nuns 
and Friars; many of theſe religious houſes 
were a ſort of ſtate priſons, and many atro- 
cious crimes had been committed with im- 
punity under the ſanction of a Monaſtery. 
The ſteward, a Proteſtant, like himſelf, 
had little to ſay in favour of Convents ; 
only thought his Lordſhip's rank would be 
his preſervation - if any miſchief was in- 
tended ; 
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Monvel rang the portereſs's bell, No one 
anſwered. Meredith ſeized the rope, and 
rang with ſtill more violence; but equally 


When the bell had ceaſed, after waiting til 
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tended ; but agreed i it would be but proper his 


to enquire what had detained him. They ran 
therefore ſallied forth. The night was very I ce: 


dark, it being juſt a new moon, and not a W ſou 
ſtar was to be ſeen;—a kind of horrid gloom, ad 
perfectly in uniſon with Meredith's ideas, 

ſeemed to pervade the atmoſphere, as the W - © 


town was not lighted, ſave here and there by © 7 
a taper, or ſolitary lamp, at the feet of M har: 
various Virgins, or other Saints, placed in ing: 
the walls, or over the portals of the different 


Convents and churches. They could ſcarcely || £ 


ſee their hands when they got into the hinc 


ſtreet; but having explored their way by they 


daylight, they thought they ſhould be able with 
once more to find the Convent without a out- 


guide. 


Their endeavours proved ſucceſsful, and 


in vain, as no ſound iſſued. from within. 


his 


60 


EL LES MER. 5 t 
his patience was quite exhauſted, Meredith » 
rang another peal; and would not have 
ceaſed as long as he could have made it 
ſound, if he had not heard footſteps ſlowly 


advancing from a diſtance, *' 


How the wretches crawl!” heexclaimed; 
e do believe a life of total ſecluſion 


hardens the heart, and deadens the feel- 
ings * 


At laſt a board was ſlowly ſlid from be- 
hind a ſmall iron grate in the door at which 
they were ſtanding; ; ; and an ancient Nun, 


with a glimmering taper in her hand »growled 
out 


« Who is there?“ 
Patience, wed dear Sir!“ whiſpered the 


ſteward, or— 


« Pleaſe to inform 4 Lady Abe 
gentleman wiſhes to ſpeak with her,“ ſaid 
Meredith, with as much compoſure as he 
could aſſume, 


- Call 


is 


7 


4 4 
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« Call again in the morning,” was the 
anſwer, in the ſame agreeable tone; and the 
ſhde began to move. | FN 

Hd!“ cried Meredith, preventing its | 8 
being ſhut. | he 

«© What would the man et $4 aſked ty 
the mild-tempered lady; C take 2 950 an- ha 
ſwer, and begone! 15 We 

* I want to ſee the Abbeſs, kd Mere- | 
dith ; „ muſt fee her upon bulineſs oe the li 
greateſt importance.” aw 
Neither my Lady Abbeſs nor any of 
her Nuns ſee company at this time of night; 
take away your hand, or J will alarm the co 
guard. | e 15 red 
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A twitch of the ſleeve from the ſteward 
made Meredith once more lower his tone— 


- «© My good lady, I was unacquainted with || G0 
your ſtrict rules. I want to ſpeak to the i fan 
gentleman who came here between three He 
and four'o'clock this afternoon, He has not and 
left the Convent, has he?” I nex 
1 I know 


* 
— 


Of, 


s 2 
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: my ; 


31 know of no gentleman, or any man, 
who came at the time you mention; and I 


muſt have ſeen him either in coming in, or 


going out. - I always attend the gate, and 


have not been abſent from my duty ſince 
twelve o'clock :. beſides if any gentleman 


had entered theſe walls, depend uporr it he 


would have been long ſince diſmiſſed,” 
An effort, as ſhe concluded, forced hs 


ſlide into its yn and my heard her walk 


away. 


Prepared to dread ſomething terrible, this 
confirmation. of all his fears rendered Me- 


redith all but infane ; he N faſt hold : 


* 


of his companion 


«© Monvel, till this moment I have 


thought you a man of honour ; but, by the 


God that made me, if you do not this in- 
ſtant tell me what is become of my friend 


He pauſed—< You know I am armed ; 
and ſhould my own life pay the forfeit the 


next moment, you ſhall precede me to the 


N 


grave ; 
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grave; therefore confeſs all you know, if | 
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you do not wiſh to make me deſperate.” 


« Let me requeſt, Sir,” replied the ſeri- 


ouſly alarmed Monvel, * that you will allow 
yourſelf a ſhort time to deliberate before 
you pronounce me guilty; and conſider 
whether it is probable I-ſhould have en- 
gaged in a plot to deprive the Earl either 
of his life or liberty. I take Heaven to wit- 
neſs I never was in the Baroneſs's confi- 
dence, . I can prove the reception of the 
letter, winch has, I am afraid, put him in 
her power.” 

„e Well, Sir, there is a bare poſſibility of 
your being innocent ; but I will not loſe 


ſight of you till J have ſeen my friend, and 


if you have decoyed him into the power of 
his enemies 


55 


«I am incapable of 10 baſe an action, 


Sir; but I can freely forgive your preſent 
ſuſpicions. But if you will only allow yourſelf 
to reflect, you muſt know. I could not have 
forged the letter! brought t to Grand- Pre.” 


nj That 
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That is ſaying nothing. Iconſider you 
as an accomplice of the Baroneſs's; - Vou 
perhaps adviſed her how to write; at all 
events, you rather perſuaded my friend to 
undertake this fatal journey, and fatal it ſhall 
prove to you if he is not ſoon forthcoming.” 7 
| « If, upon a fair inveſtigation of the mat- 
er, you find me guilty, Sir, I neither expe& 
nor wiſh for mercy; and, as for the Ba- 
roneſs, though appearances are certainly 
every ſtrong againſt her, I cannot believe ſhe 
| [vas concerned in the laſt attempt upon the 
Earl's life, or that ſhe had any deſign, when 
he wrote to me, to delude him thither ; for 
e could ſhe divine he would 4 preſent himſelf 
d In my ſtead? ? 
e poſſibly gave her a hint of his 
intentions, Mr. Monvel. I think the Ba- 
roneſs and the Dubois's capable of any 
thing; and, till I have very convincing 
proofs to the contrary, I muſt think you are 
in the ſame league. It was in following 
„ Do to Grand-Pre he met with his former 


accident; ; 


at 


neceſſary to make.“ 
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accident; it was by your advice he came 


hither.” EE 
cc Well, Sir, time alone muſt elucidate 


this myſtery, which you may believe me 


when I ſwear I am as anxious as yourſelf 
to have ſolved. I can confeſs nothing, 
for the beſt of all poſſible reaſons, I know 


nothing; therefore inſtead of waſting any 


more time in accuſing me, ſuppoſe we fix 


upon ſome plan more likely to dle ve our 


Joint anxieties?” 
« ] will force the Convent gates, cried 


Meredith, « rather than not find my friend.“ 

Do not commit any imprudence, Sir; 
we may very eaſily get ourſelves into pri- 
ſon, which will effectually prevent us from 
purſuing thoſe reſearches it is become ſo 


a 


A moment's reflection convinced Mere- 


dith of the juſtice of this remark; being total 
ſtrangers, and Proteſtants, they ſhould be 
condemned unheard, if once accuſed of ſacri- 


lege. 


cc I ſub⸗ 
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I] ſubſcribe to the truth of what you 
ſay, Monvel, and ſincerely wiſh you may 
be able to convince me of your innocence :. 


however do not let us loſe a moment in 


purſuing the moſt legal method to gain 
ſome information of Lord Elleſmere.” 
« Let us then firſt apply to the Confel- . 
ſor of the Convent ; he 1s the only perſon 
who can gain admictance there at this time of 
night. | 
Meredith applauded the notion; and 
was forced, almoſt againſt his will, to form 
a more favourable opinion of Monvel, as he 
certainly would not be ſo earneſt to make 
further enquiries if he dreaded the reſult of 
a cloſer inveſtigation of this ſtrange affair. 
The old portereſs might have told the truth 


when ſhe ſaid no gentleman had been at 


the Convent ; Clement might have been 
waylaid, and enticed into ſome other houſe, 
where perhaps he was aſſured he would 
find the Baroneſs. However, taking hold 


of Monvel's arm, though he began to en- 
VOL. III. 1 
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tertain ſome doubts for his own ſafety, they 
entered the firſt houſe where they ſaw a 


light, to enquire where they could find the 
Holy Father they wiſhed to conſult, who, 
they preſumed, did 1 not inhabit the interior 


of the Convent. 


His apartments joined the Monaſtery, 
they were informed, but had a private door, 
which led into a back ſtreet. 


Thither they repaired, and ſought for 


ſome time round the high walls that en- 
compaſſed the building, before they could 
find the door they had been directed to, as 
neither lamp nor taper” before any ſhrine 
facilitated their reſearches. 
felt a bell, which they pulled by chance. 
It proved the right one, and a ſmart young 
female ſoon preſented herſelf to receive 
their commands. 


| Monvel had requeſted his paſſionate com- 
pavion to allow him to be orator, and ac- 
cordingly 


At laſt they 


C 
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cordingly requeſted to know whether the 


Reverend Father could be ſpoken with. . 


e He was particularly engaged; they had . 
better call again in the morning.“ 


* 


Monvel grew more urgent, making uſe 


at the ſame time of a never- failing argu- 


ment, namely, a ſix livre piece, which 
gained them admittance into an excellent 
room, and convinced Meredith, the Con- 


feſſor of a woman's Convent was rather an 


enviable ſituation. 


Their conductreſs rang a bell, which 


ſounded at a great diſtance, and it was ſome 
time before they heard any one approach- 


ing; at laſt the ſound of footſteps in the 
anti-chamber they had croſſed, gave them 


hopes their curioſity was in a fair way of 


being gratified. Their female companion 
haſtened to meet the perſon ſhe had ſum- 
moned, and in a few minutes, which ap- 


peared hours to Meredith, ſhe returned, 


4. 2 followed 
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followed by a tall, thin, raw- boned Monk 
between fifty and ſixty; his manners were 
far more prepoſſeſſing than his figure; he 
ſaluted his viſiters with great politeneſs, 
entreated they would reſume their ſeats, 
and, laſtly, begged to Know their com- 


mands. 


_— 


it produced the letter he had re- 


ceived from the Baroneſs, and, without 
ſpeaking, put it into the Friar's hand, who 


approached the wax-lights, which were 
burning over the chimney, put on his ſpec- 
tacles, and with great deliberation read the 
epiſtle ; then ſaid— | | 


There is no lady of this name in the 
Convent, gentlemen. Did either of you pre- 


ſent yourſelf at the Abbels's grate at the 


time appointed ?” 
« Neither of us did, 1 F ather,” 


replied Monvel ; << but a particular friend 


of mine, who could do the buſineſs alluded 


to in chat letter as well as myſelf, (I am the 
' perſon | 


no 


vou 
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perſon ro whom it is addreſſed), waited | 
upon the Abbeſs about that time; and as 


we have not ſeen him ſince, we begin to 
be ſeriouſly alarmed.” 


T he Friar expreſſed his aſtoniſhment, | 
again repeating— 


« The writer of that letter was certainly 
not an inmate of the Convent. Had they 
made any enquiries of the Portereſs? 


Meredith ana what had paſſed be- 
tween them and that lady. 


— 


cc Then depend upon it, gentlemen, your 


friend never entered the Convent of St. 


Mary. I cannot account for your having 
been all of you ſo ſtrangely and ſo wilfully 
miſled, as I cannot foreſee what end it was 
to anſwer, What refreſhments can I offer 


you?” 


Both 
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: Both gentlemen declined taking any thing; 
and finding there was no chance of obtain- 
ing any farther intelligence of the object 
of their enquiry, they were forced to take 
their leave; the Friar profeſſed the greateſt 


wiſh to ſerve them as he accompanied them 


to the door, and adviſed their calling upon 


the Abbeſs the next morning (even he 
could not ſee her at that time of night), to 
enquire whether ſhe was privy to this ſtrange 
letter. | 


More at a loſs than ever, (though he by 


no means conſidered what the Friar had ſaid 
as exculpating Monvel), Meredith, having 
_ firſt formed his own reſolution, aſked his 


\ 


companion 


4 


« What muſt be done next?” 


«© We muſt go immediately to the Com- 
mandant's, Str, and ſtate the exact truth 
that gentleman. By virtue of his authority 
we may take whatever ſteps ſeem moſt 


': 


likely to relieve our preſent anxiety. 
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Meredith. 
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« Is this man guilty or innocent i No thought 
« He propoſes doing the very 
thing I had determined upon! 
can have nothing to fear; but let me, for 
tae preſent, ſuſpend my judgment.” 


Conducted by the firſt perſon they met 


willing to oblige them, they proceeded to the 
Commandant's, or Governor's of the Town, 


Meredith hoping to obtain an order for 


immediately ſearching the Convent, if they 


did not, upon a proper requiſition, pro- 


duce his friend, as he could not help thinking, 
in ſpite of what either the portereſs or Con- 


feſſor had faid, that Clement was a priſoner 


within thoſe walls. They reached the Gover- 


nor's palace, or hotel, juſt as the clock 
ſtruck ten, but learned, to their inexpreſſible 
vexation, that gentleman had dined in the 


country at a friend's ſeat, about two miles 


from Chamberry, and was not expected 


home before eleven or twelve the next 


mor nin S · 


He ſurely 
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«© Could not they obtain permiſſion from 
the perſon who held the keys in his abſence, 


Meredith enquired, to leave che town to 
viſit him?“ 6 = 5 


The porter was certain no ſuch indul- 


gence could be granted them; and even a 


handſome bribe did not make him alter his 


tone. 
Foiled in every attempt to gain any in- 
telligence of his abſent friend, Meredith 


began to believe in the doctrine of fatality. 


What ought next to be done, he could not 
reſolve ; therefore again applied to Monvel, 


who now declared himſelf. equally at a loſs 


what to adviſe. There was a chance that the 
Earl might be waiting for them at the inn; 
thither > WF IN they hurried, but found 
no Clement. a 


The landlady, who thought her gueſts | 


atted very ſtrangely, ventured to enquire - 


whe ther 


\ 


3 


we 
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whether the gentleman they ſeemed fo 


anxious about, reſided in the town. 


« Do you recolle& a gentleman and lady, 
who lodged at your houſe, having left their 
infant daughter and her nurſe behind them, 
about this time twelyemonth ?“ aſked 
Meredith. + 

As well as if it was but yeſterday, Sir; 
and the gentleman came to fetch the young 
lady away laſt March that ever was. Lord 
help you! J was hand in glove with Ma- 
demoiſelle Jeannette while ſhe remained 
here. 8 | 
« Then it is that very gentleman wh 


recommended. us to your houſe, and wHom 


we expect; we are afraid ſome accident 


has befallen him.” 


The good lady expreſſed great concern, 
and aſked them ſeveral queſtions which they 
were very much at a loſs how to anſwer: 


L's « Have 


. 
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Have you ever ſeen that lady in Cham- 


berry ſince that period?“ aſked Meredith, to r 
by way of evading replying to hey ow they 
queſtion. 

Indeed I have not, Sir; but if you 9 
think there is a chance of either her or the befo 
gentleman's being there, I will accompany Mon 

you to the houſe where the nurſe lodged.“ comi 
3 | and t 

As the caſe became more deſperate, like «; 
a drowning perſon, Meredith was eager to i emp! 
graſp at a ſtraw; they therefore proceeded " pe 
to the houſe in queſtion, and rouſed the 08; 
whole ſamily without obtaining any inte lli. Merc 
cence of the perſon they ſought, The land- tion, 
lady returned home, and the two gentlemen uneal 
reconnottered every houſe i it was likely Cle- ec 


ment had paſſed i in his way to the Monaſ- If yo 
tery; for there they both thought he ſtill Iſpi 
was. I F/ 


Spiritleſs and fatigued, at midnight they 
returned to their inn, had a ſupper ſet out 


for faſhion ſake, but found it impoſſible 7 


oc 4 


- 


to eat 5 un by way of enabling themſelves 
to renew their reſearches in the nnn 
they drank a _ Rouen of Wine. 


« If his tad did not lines e town 
before the gates were cloſed for the night, 
Monvel would be anſwerable for his fort- 
coming as ſoon as they had made his rank, 
and their fears known to the Governor.“ 

« FF repeated Meredith, with particular 
emphaſis, looking very anxiouſly in his face; 
„perhaps you know he has left the town?“ 

.« You wrong me, upon my honour, Mr. 
I repeat my former declara- 
tion, Jam as ignorant, and not much leſs 
uneaſy than yourſelf.” 

That time alone can diſcover. Monvel. 
If you are innocent, you mult forgive my 
ſuſpicions ; if not, you know what you have 
to dread. A ſhort time will, I hope, ſet my 
mind at eaſe, and convince me I have 
wronged you ; at preſent only put yourſelf 
in my place, and refnember the life of my 
friend iS PRs at ſtake : I need not re- 


Meredith. 
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peat at whoſe inſtigation he undertook this | with 
Journey; nor remind you that you are ſtill part 
ſteward to the woman I-dread. You perſiſt 2 
in thinking her innocent; I am convinced Se 
ſhe is at the bottom of the Earl's extraor- now 
dinary diſappearance. However, it is of no | goin 
uſe reverting to the paſt ; the future may F oblc 
nh your conduct . a doubt.“ 10 
| 5 the 
Monvel aſſured ing k wank ; and the ever. 
ſooner they obtained news of Lord Elleſ- and r 
mere, the ſooner he would be convinced to le: 
that he had been an involuntary agent of || exan 
the Baroneſs's, as he never intended to 
further any baſe ſcheme of either her's or M 
the Dubois's, whom, he, pronounced, if a trary 
plot there was, were very principally con- p 
cerned in it. 5 + 
e 7 Py bY dip 
The family, and other gueſts, had long in 
retired to reſt; but Meredith and the-ſtew- | and | 
ard continued, at intervals, to pace their | for,” 


room, neither chuſing to go ta bed; 
ſometimes leaning out of the window, not- 
_=_ 7 2 withſtanding 4 


_ 
- 2M 
"40 
- TY 
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cabal the ſeaſon and the air, being 8 


Pane harp ſo near the Alps. i 


/ 


30ve. Though the. Governor was not in 


the town; there were military Officers at 


every gate, and they ought to ſee them all, 
and requeſt that no one might be permitted 
to leave the town without undergoing a ſtrict 
examination. 5 

Monvel made no objection; on the con- 
* encouraged me: ed. 


« He is perhaps certain that his Lord- 


ſhip has left the town,” thought Meredith; 


« in that caſe his preſent ready compliance, 
and laſt night's advice, are 3 accounted 


* 


for.“ Gus LM | 33 


3 53 Monvel 
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Sola: ans the clock firuck five, They ; 
now and then heard the footſteps of people 
going to their daily labour; and Meredith 

obſerved it was time they were upon the 
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Monvel propoſed their edn XFerent 
roads, to give the neceſſary inſtructions, 
and meeting at the gate, by which they had 
entered, through which they underſtood' 


the road lay tg the villa, where they ex- not 
pected to _ the Governor. fron 
Meredith now fancied his companion | N 
meditated making his eſcape ; could he upoi 
have watched his mations, he would have had the 
no objection to his plan; as it was, he did not N ing 
chuſe to loſe ſight of him; therefore had 
adopting a ſudden reſolution, he £9 fere! 
: | mile 

«© The gates will not be open for this ' tower 
hour or more; the Earl may come in ſearch the 
of us in that interval, ſo do you remain | then 
here, while I run round to the different culai 
Officers; I will return for n che moment Mor 
we can leave the town.“ = WY not 
| | was: 


Monvel ſaw eh his deſign ; but, ha- 
ving nothing to fear, and being very anxious 
to convince him his ſuſpicions were without 

fo undation, 4 
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foundation, readily agreed « to his eee, 
adding— 

5 1 give you my word of honour I will- 
not leave * room till I either ſee or hear 
from you.” 


Meredith did no: place much dependance 
upon this promiſe ; but, attended by one of 
the ſtable-people for a guide, as the morn- 
ing was as dark as the preceding evening 
had been, he inſtantly. ſer out for the dif- 
ferent gates. The Officers upon duty pro- 
miſed to queſtion every perſon who left the 
town in the interval till he returned from 
the Governor, but could not take upon 
_ themſelves to ſtop any one without parti- _ 
cular orders from their ſuperior Officer. If _ 
Monvel was a man of honour, he would 
not leave the inn, he reflected; and if he 
was a raſcal, he would certainly confuſe him- 
ſelf in his anſwers, and by that means af- 
ford. the Officers an opportunity of detain- 
wg him, ſhould he n to make his 
e eſcape; 
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eſape; it not being his intention to return : | 
for him, but to proceed to -the Governor” s per 
with all poſſible ſpeeds to whom he meant upo 
to relate the exact ſtory, and then be bric 
guided by his ir I” Gy its 
4 had 

Having, as he eben wi every pre- to h 
caution, he grew rather more tranquil him, 


while waiting at the gate, by which he was 
going out, * the keys being ſent down; and 
beguiled the time by converſing with the 


Captain upon 8 


Juſt as day begun to dawn, the key ar- 


rived. | "= A 
3 8 | LEEDS eyes 

« According to our general rule,” ſaid. | F athi 

the Officer, we ought not to let down judge 

the bridges till we can diſtinguiſh a perſon Confe 

to know them at fifte2n pacesꝰ diftance ; but || ſeeme 

as you are really going to the Governor upon ¶ would 

buſineſs of importance, I will not detain you pauſe, 


ſor mere form ſake ;” ordering * draw. 
bridges to be let down. 


5 dich 4 
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Meredith ſcarcely allowed the ſoldiers to 
perform their taſk, ſo anxious was he to be 
upon the road, and ſprung upon the laſt 
bridge, becauſe it was particularly flow in 
its deſcent, and was fairly over before it 
had touched the ground, He inſtantly took 
to his heels, calling to his * to follow 
him. 


The only perſon he ſaw waiting to enter 

the city, was a Friar, muffled up in his cowl, 4 
owing, he preſuamgd, © to the colincis of the 
morning. 


As he haſtily ran paſt, he glanced his 
eyes at him, ſaying — Good morning, 
Father !” It ſtruck him that this Monk, to 
judge by his dreſs, was of the ſame order as the 
Confeſſor he had viſited the preceding night 
ſeemed to be. What at any other time 
would have paſſed unnoticed, now made him 
pauſe, when, in turning his head to taxe 
another ſurvey of the figure, he perceived 
the Monk cloſe to his heels; and the well- 
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known voice of Clement greeted his s ears, 
with 


e Huſh, my dear friend ! deſire your 
. guide to walk forward; tell him you will 
overtake him.“ . 


{ 1 
* 
* 


Meredith, fortunately perhaps, was un- 


able to ſpeak: he caught hold of Cle- 


ment's hands, but could neither enquire the 


reaſon of his diſguiſe, haſty precaution, or 
even expreſs the joy with which his heart 


_ overfiowed. 


The guide ſtopped. Clement, who had 


moſt r * mind, ſaid— 


0 Step forward, my child, while I 0 


to this gentleman.“ 


A man of his ſacred profeſſion was ſure 


to be obeyed; the two friends were there- 


fore ſoon left to themſelves. 
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66 Now ſor Heaven's ſake tell me Why 
find you here, and thus diſguiſed ?” ſaid 
Meredith. *© You do not know what 1 have | 


ſuffered ſince we parted !”. 


knew you would be very n JE 
but I could not relieve your fears. I have 
been engaged in a very ſtrange affair; in- 


deed I hardly know whether 1 am ſafe in 
this diſguiſe : but it would have enabled me 
to enter the town without tear of being 
moleſted. “ 2 th 

« For God' s ſake, explain 3 do 
you ſuppoſe your perſon in any danger ?? 
In ſome reſpects I do, for I have rob- 
bed a Convent; and you are perhaps ac- 
quainted with the puniſhment attached to 
ſuch a crime, in a Catholic country.” 


« What, I ſuppoſe you have brought off 


the Baroneſs ;—but never fear; ſure your 
claims upon her are prior to thoſe. of the 


Church?“ | 

« No, upon my honour ; my compa- 
nions, on the contrary, have defeated that 
gong: lady 8 ſchemes. But where is Monvel ?” 


6 Safe, ; 
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18 Safe, I truſt, Was he in the plot! „ 


6] do not think he was. But have a 
little patience, and I will enter into a 
few neceſſary details.“ F 
will not ſpeak another word,” inter- 
rupted Meredith. 
other ſide of this wall; we ſhall be much 
warmer, and not ſo much obſerved ; the 
e ſees us, and will ſtop.” 
blen diy complied ; and while 
he recapitulates his late adventures, in a very 


haſty manner, to his wondering friend, we 
will take the opportunity of relating them 


+2 


rather more at length. 


CHAP. 


«Let us ſtep on the 
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TE moment he alighted, Clement puſhed 
forward towards the Convent. with all ima- 
ginable ſpeed. A few, very few minutes, 
would, he hoped, terminate his anxiety.— 
Should' the Baroneſs be able to clear her 
conduct to his ſatisfaction the bare idea 
was rapture but he dared not indulge 
what he conſidered as a mere deluſion of 
his fancy. 9 HR | 
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With an unſteady hand, owing to his in- 
ternal agitation, he rang the Convent bell; 
and, upon the portereſs making her appear- 
ance, aſked for the Lady Abbe,  _ 
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Without ſpeaking, the Nun adrmigted him 
within the gloomy walls, and led the way 


into a handſome parlatory, rang a bell, and 


left him to his own reflections. | 


Fg 


In a few ſeconds an elderly Nun made 
her appearance at the grate, and enquired 


if he was not the perſon come by appoint- 
ment to meet a lady | _ buſineſs. 


cc The fame,” he aid ; 

The Abbeſs is indiſpoſed, 2 Gi he; 
te but our Holy Father will do the honours 
of the houſe in her ſtead ;” 
a lay ſiſter, who deſired Clement would 
follow her. He did, and was conducted 


through various paſſages to the foot of a 


ſtaircaſe, which they afcended in filence. 
She knocked at a door on the. ſecond 
ſtory, and was deſired to enter. She did ſo, 


making Clement a ſign to advance, which he 


readily obeyed, and found himſelf in a ſpa- 
cious apartment in one of the wings of the 
Convent. 


4 — 
\ 
* ». 
. - 


* ſummoning 


TS 


Convent. Three Frigh were "ſitting at 4 


table, their breviaries before them, and were 


too intent upon their devotions to raiſe their 
eyes. His conductreſs whiſpered one of 
them, whb inſtantly roſe; and, leading the 


way to an inner room, beckoned to Cle- 


ment to follow him. 


\ 


0 Be ſo ae to 15 a little patience, 


young man; I will ſoon diſpatch my buſi- 


neſs—T ſhall then be at leiſure to attend to 


you,“ retiring, and cloſing the door after 


This was by no means the reception 


Clement was prepared to expect. He hoped 
to have been introduced to Madame de 
Grand- Prè immediately: however there 


was now no remedy but patience, though 
he reflected that he was ſo unlike Monvel, 
ſhould the Baroneſs aſk any queſtions, ſhe 
would certainly fathom his ſcheme, and 


would very probably, in that caſe, frame ſome 
excuſe to diſmiſs him without an interview. 
„ r 


— in © 


The room he was in was long and narrow; 
at the farther end was a tolerable fire; to 


the left two windows ſtrongly g grated, which 
looked into a back court; the walls were 
hung with tapeſtry, which, though old, was 
in very good preſervation; Ade chairs, 
and a ſmall table compriſed the furniture; 


and in one corner hung a Monk's outward 
robe. There was ſo little either to admire, 


or even to be ſeen, that his patience was ſoon 
exhauſted; as the longer he was left alone, 


the more he dreaded obtaining the inter- 


view, the hopes of which had brought him 
to the Convent. The conference, or. pray- 
ers ſeemed over in the next room, as all 


was as ſilent as the grave. 
gone to let the Baroneſs know he was in 
waiting; ſhould ſhe take the alarm, he 


ſhould ſoon be diſmiſſed. 


At laſt he heard 0 approaching 
the door; his agitation became almoſt un- 
governable: but only perceiving the Monk 


who had ſhewn him 1n, he expected to be, 
N . the 


The Friar was 


the 
him, 
ther 
he 1 


c« 


here 
free 


nute 


full 


g1V11 


cc 
how 
80 As 
to e: 


reſp 


com 
conc 
over 
vour 


E 
free, 
= 


the . was not well enough to ſee 
him, or ſome ſuch frivolous excuſe; he was 
therefore rather agreeably ſurpriſed when . 


he ſaid— 


_— 


« ] am afraid you have thought me long; 
here 1s ſome bread and wine—pray make 
free; I will be with you again in a few mi- 
nutes; owing to the Abbeſs's illneſs, I am 
full of buſineſs ;” hurrying away without 
giving his gueſt time to anſwer him. 


\ 
% 


“He wiſhes to keep me in-good-humour, 
however, it ſhould ſeem,” thought Clement. 
As the Baroneſs's ſteward, I have no right 
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to expect to be treated with very great 


reſpect. Perhaps ſhe is buſy—may have 
company or may be waiting for Tomething 


concerning the buſineſs ſhe wiſhed to talk : 7 


over with Monvel.'' — Thus did he endea- 
vour to account for this ſtrange aclay; 


The bana was very good, al he made 
free, as the Fri rar had deſired * with both 
o that 


that and the wine ; made up his fire, and 
paced the room till he could no longer 
diſtinguiſn the ſurrounding objects. The 
[7 clock ſtruck fix; he began to grow very 
impatient, and blamed himſelf for not ha- 
ving ſuffercd Monvel to wait upon his 
miſtreſs ;—he might have brought her to 


time. 
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an explanation by that means; and now 


there were a thouſand chances but he ſhould 
be diſmiſſed without ſeeing her. How muſt 


he act 1 in that * 3 


At laſt he 0 to leave a letter 
with the Confeſſor; wiſhed the thought had 


ſtruck him ſooner, and that he had aſked 


for pen, ink, and * to begulle wn 


- . * 


About half after ſix the Friar returned 
again, bearing a ſmall wax taper in 
his hand. He looked at the bottle; then 
enquired whether his gueſt choſe any thing 
more either to eat or drink. e 


| Clement 
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Clement thanked him; only ce hoped he = "*M 
ſhould ſoon be favoured with the- Baroneſs's "I | 


commands.“ 


In a few minutes, young man; N- 


ing him again in the, dark, and taking the 


bottle, and the remains 1 the bread W: 
with him. . 


What could be her motive tbe” "eg 
pointing Monvel to come ſo early if ſhe 


meant to keep him in waiting thus? The 


Friar. does not ſcem to ſuſpect I am not the | 
perſon who was expected, therefore ſne can 


have-no idea whoſe patience ſhe is putting 


to the trial. He then blamed himſelf very 


ſeverely for not having made an excuſe to 
leave | the Conveat for half an hour, to tran- 


quillize his friend, who he kneu/ would be 
ſeriouſly uneaſy at his not returning at che 


appointed time; to have requeſted the 


Confe ſſor to have ſent word, or a nate to 


the inn, would have diſcovered what he was 
ſo 2 anxious to cone. There 


was therefore no remedy and Meredith, 


M2 - he 
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4. 5 
he thought, muſt have patience as well as 
himſelf. — | 

| * 
Bauch were his reflections as he continued 
a pace his room by the glimmering light 


his fire afforded. Soon after the clock had 
ſtruck ſeven, he heard ſeveral people enter 


the room he had croſſed. * She comes at 
laſt,” thought he, taking ids Gar-acie the 


fire, with his back towards the door, not 
to ſurpriſe her too much upon her firſt 
The party he had heard, entered 


entrance. 
into converſation; but as he could not diſ- 
_ tinguiſh any female voices among them, 
| he thought theſe were the people concerned 
in the buſineſs. on which Monvel had been 
ſent for, and that they had not finally agreed 
upon ſome points of law. In vain did he 


endeavour to diſcover what they were met 
upon; — the door between the apartments 


xemained for another hour in a ſtate of ſuf- 
Penſe, which grew more painful every mi- 
nute; till, varied out, he came to a reſo- 

| lution 


4 
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4 eh to intrude amongſt them, and requeſt | 
to be conducted to the Baroneſs. | 


Tl He bad rely formed the determina: 
tion ere the conference broke up, and his 
d former viſiter entered, with ſome papers 
in one hand, and a light in the other. He 
K walked up to the table in ſilence, put 

down the papers, and, reaching a chair, de- | 


- 
fired Clement, who had roſe upon his en, | | 
4 e to reſume his ſcat. 


vary much diſappointed, and almoſt con- 

vinced he ſhould not ſee the Baroneſs, (and 
therefore had exerted an uncommon degree 
of patience to no purpoſe), he waited in 
filence for the expected explanation. T he 
Friar's countenance made it evident he had 
been fortifying his ſpirits for this confer- 
ence, which he thus began :— - 


5440 
3 


5 


Nov, young man, pray who are you?“ 


J Totalx 
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Totally unprepared for ſuch a queſtion, 


Clement, hardly knowing what to ſay, told 


him he thought it a very needleſs one, 
fince he knew by whoſe orders he came to 
the Convent. 


«Then are you the Baroneſs de Grand- 
Prẽ's ſteward ?“ rejoined the Monk, with a 


look that convinced Clement he was not his 


dupe. 
« I do not nt to "oy I am, Holy 


Father; but as I have buſineſs of even 


ore importance than Mr. Monvel could 
ave . had with the Baroneſs, and hold full 
ower to act, I have, with his leaves come 
his place.“ | 

« Mighty well, young mari Both you 
and Mr. Monvel are very deſerving of the 
Baroneſs's confidence! The biters, how- 
ever, have been bit this time. But as I hold 
. power from that lady to treat with you, 
let us ſee whether we ſhall agree.” 


Un folding 
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_ Unifilling the papers which by: before 
him, he ran over one of them to himſelf; 


. then raiſing his eyes, and fixing them 1 
0 the Earl, faid— 1 


2 


— 


— * 


" Tow ſtand detected, Clement Daven- 
port, of having again employed artifice to 
obtain a hearing of the Baroneſs; - now what 
have you to ſay for yourſelf?” | : 

] certainly once, nay ſtil bear that 
name, Father; and I have, as you obſerve, 

endeavoured by ſtratagem to obtain an in- 
terview with the Baroneſs. But what have 

you to do with = buſineſs ? I came 8 
to agree with you.” _ 

J am ſenſible you did not, young FOR, 
low; but know, that lady has commiſſioned 

me to treat with you in her name. You 
I threaten, it ſeems, to claim her as your wife; 
1 but depend upon it, raſh unprincipled 
youth, ſhe will never again put herſelf in 
the power of ſuch a baſe- born beggar. I 
ſhall not take upon me to enumerate the 
crimes you have been guilty of previous to, 
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and ſince your ſuppoſed union with this 
truly unfortunate lady, who acknowledges, 


deceived by your ſpecious arts, ſhe has, in 


ſome reſpects, put herſelf in your power. 


I therefore require you, in her name, to re- 


nounce all thoſe chimerical claims you 
could never eſtabliſn, but which, neverthe- 
Here, ſign 


leſs, gave r ſome uneaſineſs. 
that paper, putting one before him. 


Enraged nd meaſure a at this artful b 
manceuvre of a woman he no longer doubted 


being capable of any crime, and with more 
pride and contempt than he had ever be- 


fore addreſſed a fellow- creature, Clement 


told the Monk both him and the Baroneſs 
were beneath his notice; his only with was 


to be legally _—_ from ſuch an unprin- 


cipled woman.— 


« But can ſhe know I mean to enforce 
thoſe claims ſhe vainly hopes I ſhall relin- 
quiſh, he proceeded, © and yet dare to con- 
5 fider me as a bone beggar, and to ac- 
cuſe 


\ 


in ſt 
ver) 
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ed me of having deceived her, and or 
other crimes you prudently forbear to men- 


tion? But why ſhould I waſte my breath in 
arguing the point with a prejudiced ſtran- 
oer? Pray bring her forward, Father, and 
you ſhall ſoon be convinced who has moſt 


right to complain.“ 5 


That I am already, young fellow; there- : 


fore if you have any regard for your ow 


intereſt, ſign that paper, and leave every 


thing elſe to the Baroneſs's generoſity; her 
fortune is large, and I know ſhe is inclined 
to treat you with more kindneſs than, in 
my opinion, you deſerve.” 

<« might with far more juſtice urge the 
fame plea, Father ; but, depend upon it; I 
will never ſign any thing preſented to me 
in ſuch a manner. The lady's fortune I am 
very ready to, relinquiſh, and all thoſe claims 
ſhe ſo much dreads: but. theſe points muſt 
be bn diſcuſſed before I give up my 
power.” | 
« Your power, arrogant young man !— 
But I will not argue with you; ſign that 


M5 55 Paper, 
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paper; ; conſider well where you are, 8 


whoſe power; do not force me to W 


to extremities! “ 
4 Do your worſt, F ather ; 155 by the 


God that made me, I will not ſign ha, or 
any paper preſented in fuch a manner.” 


. 


The Friar was ſtartled a at vr! J angry 


vehemence, and was going to reply, when 


the ſound of a bell 3 in the next room LO, 


his attention. 


e I muſt now leave you, young man; 


reflect upon the conſequence of perſevering 
in your preſent abſurd refuſal during my 


abſence; __ I return, I ſhall expe& your 


final an{wer ;* ' leaving the room, and lock⸗ 
ing the door after him. 


neben bes fonmoned Bim to Meredith 
and the ſteward. What paſſed during that 


interview has already been related; we ſhall 
therefore return to Clement, who was 


now perfectly convinced he was a pri- 
7 | longer; 
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ſoner, and had full time to reflect upon his 
imprudence in having thus raſhly put him- 1 

ſelf in the power of a woman, who had. 
doubtleſs, before planned his aſſaſſination, , WW 

and who he had every reaſon to believe I 
would, by means of her agents, proceed to bl 

any lengths, to force him to ſign the papers 

the Monk had preſented to him. 1 

„ | - 

They ſtill remained upon the table, but i 

as he was in total darkneſs, he could not, | 

as he wiſhed, look them over; nor did the _ i 
Monk ſuffer him to gratify his curioſity C 
| when he returned. He had been taking a 4 
| few more glafſes of wine after he had diſ= *Þ 


miſſed his gueſts, and in a peremptory tone 
required Clement's final n os | 
taking ws his hat, ſaid 
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81 will wiſh you a i evening, Fa- 
ther ; detain me at your peril. You may be 
as much the Baroneſs's dupe as I have been; 

but depend upon it, even your ſacred order 
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will afford you no protection if you pro- 


 voke an enquiry into your, conduct.“ My ſe 
Jou will not ſign theſe papers then?“ er 
« Not by compulſion, Father.”  _ br 
„That ſhall be my laſt reſource, ſon ; - pl 
but remember, your friends are at no cer- H 
tainty you ever entered theſe walls, and if be 
you ever wiſh to leave them, you muſt firſt | pt 
ſet your name to theſe deeds :—you ſhall he 
have till midnight to reflect upon the al- tr: 
ternative; an oath never to reveal what as 
has paſſed between. us, and compliance with ra 
the Baroneſs's wiſhes, procure you inſtant. ſe 


liberty. If, on the contrary, (putting his he 
hand into his boſom while he ſpoke, and of 


diſcovering the haft of a poniard)—but no * {ti 
more—if you are wiſe, you will accept of fir 
your liberty upon the propoſed terms. It | an 
is now ten; in two hours more you ſhall ſic 
ſee me again;” once more leaving Clement de 
to darkneſs and his own reflections, who was PL 
now perfectly convinced of the extent of an 
his danger. 8 5 5 a he 

| =— 


His 
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His friends,” as the Monk had juſtly ob- 
ſerved, were at no certainty of his having 


3 the Convent, and he had no doubt 
but the people who had laid ſo iniquitous a 


plan, had fully provided for their own ſafety. 


He was unarmed ;. and admitting he ſhould 


be able to overpower the Friar, and de- 


prive him of his poniard, what chance had 


he of eſcaping unmoleſted ? On the con- 


trary, ſhould he ſign the deeds in queſtion, , 


as the Monk was certainly ignorant of his 


rank, he would conceive he ran no riſk in 


ſetting him at liberty, and by this means 
he might almoſt immediately be revenged 


of the Baroneſs and all her accomplices; 
ſtill to afford them the triumph of ſuppo- 
ſing they had frightened him into compli- 


ance, was what he could not endure. Be- 
ſides, would not the world in general conſi- 


der ſo forced a conceſſion as an act of great 


puſillanimity? And to puniſh the Baroneſs 


and her agents, he muſt acknowledge why 


he had complied with their unreaſonable 


demands Was there no poſſibility of: 
0 eſcape ? | 
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| eſcape ? Such a ſtep as this would neither 


| Impeach. his honour nor his courage. His 


windows were too ſtrongly grated to admit 


of the attempt, had they been nearer the 


ground. He next examined the door of 


his apartment; that was too well ſecured 
to afford him any hope of forcing it open, 


unprovided as he was with tools of any 


kind. He therefore felt round the walls, 
thinking there might be ſome other entrance 
into his apartment, concealed by the ta- 
peſtry with which it was hung ; but none | 


could he diſcover, though he found 1 it was 
only ſeparated from another room, on the 
ſide oppoſite the windows, by a wooden 


par tition. 


While he was thus employed, he thought 
he diſtinguiſhed a murmuring ſound as of 


people whiſpering near him. He liſtened at- 


tentively, and caught the word“ Sir! Sir! 
repeated ſeveral times in a female voice. 


«* Who 
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te Who calls?” ſaid he, i in a oy tone, 
approaching as near as he could to the 
ſpot from whence the ſound proceeded. 
c A friend!” was the reply. But 
ſpeak ſoftly, for Heaven' s fake !” 5 


The ſpeaker ſeemed ſo near him, Cloe 
ment thought to have put his hand upon 


her as he. advanced towards her, but felt 


nothing but the old tapeſtry; he was there- 


fore convinced that the perſon was in the 
adjoining apartment, and ſaid, in a ſtill 
lower tone 


« Where are you dor 
Here, replied a female voice; © can- 


not you feel my hand behind the * : 


ings?” 


He did while ſhe was ſpeaking, and en- 
ol may ſhe had addreſſed him. 


A 


Bo he hand was withdrawn, and the voice 
anſwered— 
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upon my honour. 


- was the reply. 
action. 
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J with to ſet you at liberty.“ | 
cc By what means, my kind friend?“ 


<« ] have no time to enter into details; 
when even moments are precious. Another 
lady and myſelf are, I might ſay, your fel- 


low-priſoners ; will you aſſiſt us in making 
our eſcape if we can liberate you? 
* Only put me to the trial, and depend 


I will riſk my life in 
your defence; and periſh, or make you che 
companions of my flight.“ 


ce Spoken like a brave knight-errant!““ 


Feel here.” 


He did as ſhe deſired ; and, by preſſing 


againſt the tapeſtry, felt there was a hole, 


« But we muſt proceed to 


in the partition big n to admit a lady” 8 


hand. 


* made this opening long ſince,” ſhe 
proceeded, © merely for the gratification of 


my curioſity ; it has been concealed by a 
picture: ſhould we prove fortunate enough 


to 


4 


* 
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to effect our purpoſe, I will enter into every 


neceſſary. explanation. If you can but get 


this pannel out, (the wood is nearly rotten 


and eaſily yields to a ſharp knife), you 


might get into our room; — that once 
effected, we are prepared for the reſt,” 
<« Have you no light?“ aſked Clement. 
«N one at all. We are ſuppoſed to be in 
bed; this is a penſioner” $ apartment where 
Iam upon treſpaſs, being a Novice: but we 


have two very ſharp knives, which may, 


aſſiſt you in the undertaking. My compa- 
nion is upon the watch to give us timely 


notice of any one's approach; — they muſt 


paſs our door, which opens upon the ſtairs, 
to reach your anti- chamber; but any ſud- 


den noiſe might procure us an immediate | 


viſit.” pu 


Clement had been feeling out the pannel 


while ſhe' was ſpeaking ; and without allow-. 
ing himſelf a moment's time for further 


conſideration, he made a lit, with a pen; 
knife he had about him, along the bottom 


of 


- 
# 
1 


. 
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of the tapeſtry, to avoid the trouble of 


drawing the nails with which it was faſtened 


down, and then forced himſelf behind it. 


This was done in ſo ſhort a ſpace of time, 


that his kind friend was aſtoniſhed to feel his 


! 


naked hand upon her's as ſhe held it through 


the hole already mentioned, but which was 


not large enough to admit his. 


He now eagerly aſked for the knives, 
and began his operations, convinced, if he 


could but ſucceed in removing the pannel 
before any one came to interrupt him, he 
could eaſily get through the ſpace. His 


tools far ſurpaſſed his expectations ; the 
groove in the pannel ſerved to guide his 


knife; and though his confined ſituation ra- 
ther impeded his progreſs, before the clock | 
| ſtruck eleven he had perfectly eaſed one 


fide, and had begun upon the other : 
in leſs than half an hour more, the whole 
pannel gave way, without much noiſe, to 
a-gentle effort. Still his female friends ſeemed 


| ſo alarmed, that Clement crawled from 


behind 


P 
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behind the rapeſtry, in caſe the Friar ſhould 


have heard the jar, and return ſooner than 
he expected ; and aſſured them the ſlit he 


had made would not be ſeen if he ſnould 


be troubled by this unwelcome viſiter. 


— 


At the expiration of a few minutes, the 


Novice, who alone had hitherto addreſſed 
him, adviſed him to endeavour to get 
through, lamenting he had no diſguiſe, and 


wiſhing ſhe had had time to provide him with 
a lay- ſiſter's dreſs, which would have greatly 


facilitated their ſcheme. The Monk's robe, 
he had before remarked, ſeemed likely to 


anſwer the ſame end; he therefore men- 
tioned it to her, and by her advice put it 


through the pannel, and with ſome diffi- 


culty ſcrambled after i it, the Novice i 


nk in his deſcent. 


„We have not a moment to loſe,” ſaid 


ſhez < quick aſſume your diſguiſe; if you 


are but careful to conceal yaur face, it may 


enſure 


— 
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- enſure all our retreats, Gm I think all 


the Nuns are ſafe.” 


Have you nothing in your room I 
could carry in my hand to defend us in 


caſe of neceſſity ?” enquired Clement ; e for 


unfortunately I am quite unarmed, ori | 
I ſhould not have been forced to have had 


recourſe to ſuch meaſures to effect my 
eſcape.” h „ N | 


The other lady, who had till now re- 
mained filent, though Clement had fre- 


* heard her ſigh, faid— 


ec We ſhall only impede this gentleman's. 
fight by accompanying him, Clara; let us 


run all riſks — than increaſe the hazard 


he muſt run.“ 


« ] am reſolved not to leave you behind 
me, Madam,” replied Clement; © there- 
fore it depends upon yourſelf whether we 
go, or ſtay and brave the Friar's e 


ment. 
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& She is the greateſt coward I ever met 
with,“ rejoined Clara. ce But pay no regard 
to what ſhe ſays, my good friend ; only come 
along—l will be anſwerable for her follow-. 
ing. I have got the bundle; are mou dreſſed, 
my daring knight?“ 
Clement replied in the negative, alledg- 
ing he could not find the way into his dif | 
8 | 


9 Then I pil be your valet de chambre,” 
ſhe. replied ; and in a few ſeconds he was 
equipped. | 
I ſhould enjoy ſeeing & your figure,” ſhe 
continued, © but let us be moving ; - ſtop— 
take off your ſhoes firſt; we are already on 
footed, and the leaſt noiſe may betray us.“ 


He did as ſhe defired, She then took his 
hand, and telling her friend to open and 
faſten the door after them, ſilently and cau- 
tiouſly led the w-ay down the ſtairs, which 
Clement ſeverely blamed himſelf for having 
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ever aſcended, and then through various 


diſmal damp paſſages, till they came to a 


_ door, which readily gave way to her hand, 


But the moment ſhe had opened it, which 
the did very gently, ſhe ſtarted back be- 
hind Clement, who caught the door in his 
hand, and perceived a female ſitting oppo- 
ſite a very good fire, who having heard the 


noiſe, notwithſtanding their precautions, 


looked round, but only had a glance of the 


ſuppoſed Friar ; as they haſtily getreated the 
way they had come, till they retched a turn- | 


ing in the paſſages they had explored. 


cc What, in the name of goodneſs, muſt 


we do?” whiſpered Clara; © there is no 
poſſibility of getting into the garden except 
through the kitchen window, and we have 
no other means of eſcaping. What can thaf 
old fright be ſitting up for, fo Es to 
her general cuſtom dab | 


* a , T 


While the was ſpeaking, before Clement 


20 1 reply, the old cook ſallied into the 
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paſſage, and ſtaggered down one nearly op- 595 
poſite where they ſtood, which led to her — 
own apartment, to appearance ſo tipſey, that 
it was an eaſy matter to gueſs how ſhe had | 
been employed. : 


* bl moment ſhe was out of fight, they 
again approached the kitchen-door,. Cle- 
ment now leading the way, as they agreed 
his appearance had moſt likely alarmed the 
cook, and would probably have a ſimilar 
effect pon any companions ſhe might have; 
at all events he muſt not ſpeak, let who 
would be there. F ortunately the coaſt was 
clear, and Clara opened a window, which 
was only ſecured by an iron bar that took 
in and out. According to the ſtrict rules 
of the Convent, it ought to have been faſ- 
tened by a padlock every night; but this. 
had long been neglected, and; from diſuſe, 
forgotten : this the Novice was very well 
aware of, Nothing therefore prevented their 
getting into the garden ; 'the only riſk they 
ran was of being ſtifled with ſmoke, the 
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* 


cook in os haſte having thrown a quantity 


of water n the fire. 


Being all ſafely arrived in the garden, 
they began to breathe, and ventured to put 
on their ſhoes. The night, as has been al- 
ready obſerved, was unuſually dark; but 
this was rather a favourable circumſtance, 
they thought, as it might enable them to 
eſcape obſervation, if they ſhould ſucceed 
in regaining their liberty, 


4 


Clement had hitherto aſked no queſtions, 
and Clara continued to lead him towards 
the middle of the extenfive gardens which 
ſurrounded the 0 At laſt ſhe 9 


ped, 


\ * 


* 1 aid my good friend, our 
greateſt difficulties are all to come. In a 
few days I ſhould have had a key to a door 


which leads into a back lane; but now ewe 
muſt 
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8 muſt ang recourſe to my firſt expedient, 
which we had neither of us courage enough 


to think of attempting; but with your aſ- 
ſiſtance I hope we ſhall overcome what to 
us appeared an inſurmountable obſtacle ; 
for we have no other chance of eſcaping 


than by ſcaling theſe high walls. Now there 


is a ladder I ſaw this very day not far from 
the ſpot where we now are, which would 
greatly facilitate our aſcent, but which we 
ſhould ſcarcely have been able to move, 


much more to raiſe; and admitting we had 


— 


got upon the wall, we never could have 


deſcended on the other ſide without moſt 


probably breaking our necks.” 

Only let us find the ladder,” replied 
Clement, * and depend upon our getting 
both up and down without running any 


riſk.“ + I Ou i / 


/ 


find it, though Clara had particularly 


to N08 it for the very purpoſe for which 


: They were ſome time before they could | 


marked the tree it ſtood againſt, longing 


3 
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it was now required. Clement, after ſearch- 
ing ſome time, put his hand upon it, and 
inſtantly deſired Clara to proceed to the 8 
moſt convenient ſpot for their deſcent on 
the other fide, which could not be made i 1 
too private a place. She ſoon pointed out 
what ſhe conſidered as the beſt ſituation 


for their purpoſe ; the ladder was fixed in 
a few ſeconds, and Clement haſtily aſcended 


it to reconnoitre as far as the darkneſs would 
permit him; — perceiving only an open 
ſpace before him, he quickly deſcended to 

aſſiſt his companions in their aſcent, and, 
to 1985 where they ſhould come down. | 


The wall joined the ramparts, Clara told - 


him, 


Had they any 3 of ſafety to retire 


tO, he next aſked: 


None in view,” was the reply. «We 
muſt ſtand in ſome dark corner till the 
gates are open, as we ſhould neither of us, 

but 


, then 


Mer 
the | 
| dang 
in. 
tatio: 


ladde 
. tim 


founc 
recei 
where 
raiſed 
hide. 


Cc V 


minute 


enen, 2p 


but myſelf in deen bei in  faſery while! in 
Sen. | 


Clement inſtantly deretinined. to take 
them to the inn where he expected to find 
Meredith and Monvel; though he now, for | 
the firſt time, began to be ſenſible of the 


danger of the enterprize he had engaged 


in. This was, however, no time for heſi- 


tation; he therefore again aſcended che 
| ladder, deſiring them to follow him one at 
a time. The wall being tolerably thick, he 
found no difficulty in ſtanding upon it to 


receive them when they reached the top, 


where he made them ſit down till he had 
raiſed the ladder, and placed it on the other 
nr e q 


While he was os 2 the mid- 


night hour was announced. 


cc We ſhall certainly be withds in 3 


minute,” cried Clement; ; *for perhaps you. 
F heard 


* 
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4 


heard the” Pater promiſes viſit me c again 


at thus hour?“ 


cc Yes, yes,” "replied Chis 6c but depend 


upon it he has been making too free with 


the bottle to recollect his engagement till 
the bell for matins rouſes him, and that 


will not ring before three o'clock he 
kchinks you, as well as us, are ſafe enough ' 
and if you had ſignedathe paper in diſpute, 
(for 1 overheard nearly all that paſſed 
between you), he would not have liberated 
But let us haſten 


if at all. 


you till morning, 


out of his clutches.” 


Clement made 80 reply, but, at their 
requeſt, began to deſcend the ladder, aſ. 


ſiſting the moſt ſilent of his companions, 
whom Clara deſired to lead the way. They 


reached the bottom in perfect ſafety, and 
found themlelves, as Clara had foretold, 


upon the ramparts of the town; but while 
he was buſied in facilitating her deſcent, 
the other lady, whom he. had left upon the 


ground, _ a gentle ſcteam. Clement, 
. alarmed 
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a alarmed at the exclamation, turned ſo kaftihy-.. 
round, he miſſed his own footing, and pulled 
Clara, whom he ſtill continued to hold, 
down upon him: neither of them received 
any hurt, and he was upon his legs in a 
moment, calling out— i 


0 Who is chere? 


A man, who was "ach a few paces, and 
Wh they were juſt able to diſtinguiſh, 
laid 8 7 

ee What, have you loft Ai key of your” 
Private door, Father??? 

Con certain he was miſtaken for the 
Confeſſor, pulled his cow] over his face, and. 
advancing towards him, 1 imitating as nearly 
as he was able the voice of the Reverend 
F ather, ſaid— 


„ ruſh, my fon! God be with you! We 
are going upon a charitable expedition, 
. N 3 5 8 
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which begins here.” Putting his pune, 
which was very heavy, into the ftranger's 
hand, whom he now diſcovered to be a 


ſoldier 1 duty. 80 


Fd 


A reflection inſtantly came acroſs him, 


finding whom he was addreſſing; and he 


thus is proceeded— 


« You bands my ſon, the many difficul- 


ties which attend having the gates opened 


even for a man of my ſacred order; and I 


have been detained at a dying penitent's in 
the town till within this hour, not knowing 
theſe, my daughters, were impatiently wait- 


ing for me, to go and confeſs a near rela- 


tion of their's, who lies at the point of death, 5 


about a league from hence; and, you know, 


even a moment's delay is of conſequence 
in ſuch caſes. I have more than once leſt 
the town privately, upon ſimilaf errands; 
and I am ſure I ſhall find you ready to aſſiſt 
me in fo pious an undertaking. I would : 

fain have left my daughters behind me, 
Mo „ but 


. 


K IMS ay 


ELLESMERE. - 271 


but a trembled for my ſafety ſuch a diſ- 


mal night; indeed no one, except upon 


ſimilar occaſions, would think of eee | 


7 home in ſuch a „ 
] am ready to afford you all the aſliſt- 


ance in my power, Reverend Father,” re- 
plied the ſoldier, © becauſe I am ſure you 


will not forget Jean de Brie, ſurnamed Belle 
Roſe, in the regiment of *___ Grena- 


diers.“ 


. 06. No, . my ſon; 5 (depend upon my fu | 


ture notice. 


Then I ſuppoſe, F TT you mean to 


let the ladder down over the ramparts, as 


the ditch is quite dry, and' very eaſy to 


aſcend on the other ſide. 


© Preciſely ſo, my child: T hope I have 
brought the right ladder. You are better 
acquainted with the height of the ramparts 
than I am. The laſt time I had occaſion. 55 


to leave the town in this manner, I met 


ſuch another good-hearted fellow as youll 


ſelf; but I forbade his mentioning the cit 
cumſtance, 2. pain of my diſpleaſure: 
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becauſe, was it known I ever went upon = 
my duty at ſuch hours, I ſhould never enjoy 
a peaceable night's reſt; and J only chuſe 
to confer ſuch favours upon truly deſerving . 


people. But we loſe time, my ſon.” 
e True, holy Father, and you may de- 
pend upon my ſecrecy. Take hold of my 


firelock ; I will carry the ladder to the beſt 


place for your purpoſe in my walk.” 


A few ſeconds brought them to the ſpot, 


but the ladder now proved rather too ſhort; 
Clement, however, ſoon. obviated this dif- 
ficulty, by ſticking the bayonet into the 
ground, and holding by the firelock till he 
- felt the ladder with his feet. He ſoon 


reached the bottom, and then raiſed it for 
his companions, lowering it by degrees 
when they were upon it; by which method 
they deſcended with equal ſafety, The 
Reverend Father then raiſed the ladder 
within the ſoldier's reach, and bade him throw 
it back into the Convent garden, beſtow- : 


ing a_parting benediction upon him, after 


Oy 


S SS „ trik foal 


A ff aA AA a aw tad _ 


* 


1 learned which was s the neareſt road to 
the gate ra wiſhed to make for. 4 118 
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7 - Clara! gave Gaben 7 FI» when he 

| ohne his laſt bleſſing upon their 
friendly ſoldier, which, he told her in a 
whiſper, proceeded from his heart; but 
cautioned them both againſt ſpeaking till 
they were out of hearing of the other ſen- 
tinels alſo _ duty. | 


The is ditch was even up to he bd of: 
his leg in mud and water; but this none of 
them conſidered as an evil, ſince being out of 

the town ſo greatly enſured their ſafety. They 
eaſily climbed the oppoſite bank, and in 
about half an hour, reached the very ſpot. 
where Clement had alighted from Monvel's 
cabriolet. C 
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« We are now in the right road for 
Geneva!” ſaid he. Where is it vr 
to got”. 
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„ Any where, ſo we do but get out of 
| Savoy,” replied Clara, 654232 
« Then we muſt proceed thither,” aaa 
he, if you really think yourſelves likely 
to be forced back into q our priſon. How 


Both ladies abel themſelves perfectly 
able to walk the whole way. Clement 
was convinced it was impoſſible, but 
did not chuſe to diſcourage them, and 
wiſhed he could have let Meredith have 
known where he was; however, fince every 
thing had hitherto proved ſo much in their 
favour, he ceaſed to repine, and briſkly led 
the way, the two Sadie following him, arm 
in arm. | 


pads gp „ „ freed nd Aol K oi, 


— 


„„ . „ e My ks 


The roads were excellent when com- 
pared to the ditch, and ploughed field they 
had been forced to croſs, to reach the gate 
they had enquired for; and, as their fears 
ſubſided, Clara 30 to laugh, obſerving, 

. BS ſince 


. Ed I I. ” - 


Sige they could not ſee each other, they 
did not run much riſk of being purſued 
before daybreak: beſides, Father Benedict 
would never ſuſpect they had left the _ 
town, and they ſhould certainly be out of 
his reach before he could overtake them ; 3 
elſe his power as a Churchman, backed by 
their families, might, ſhe acknowledged, 
bring their deliverer, as the ſtyled en 
into ſome trouble. 5 
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4 gut ſtop a moment,“ ſhe cried; “ think- 
ing we might want ſomething to cheer our 
ſpirits whenener we did take our flight 
from our priſon, I have long had a bottle 
of liqueurs in ſtore for that very purpoſe, 2 
which I have brought away with me: 
pray taſte my cordial, our kind friend l“ 
putting a pint bottle into Clement's hand, 
who was by no means ſorry, ſhe had been 
thus provident ; as he felt himſelf greatly: 
revived by its reſtorative qualities, and 
pronounced | it excellent. ri kf e 
5. 


EF ˙¹üm ̃— ͤůU,!ll!x VW 7745 3 ago ee a —— . — 
——— -”-+ —— — — * 
5 
— LY a] . * wt „ %, oy 
L - 1 k py "= Ds F " 
— 
— 


1 
+ 
| 
1 
1 

i 

| 

| 

| 


EEE 
i o 


k a wa — 
2 


, 
— —— — — — 
0 — , 

on N — - 


— 


Lg 45 BLLESMERE; 1 


The IR followed his 8 9 . 
deknowledged the benefit it did them, per- 
" fiſting in their firſt declaration, that they | 
were perfectly” 11 of YN 7 


Geneva. 


Clara (who; Clement was juſt able to diſ- 


tinguiſh, was much the ſhorteſt of his two 
companions) ſoon became very chatty; the 
other ſeemed infinitely more reſerved. 


| © Now may I enquire if either of you, 
ladies, are profeſſed ?” ſaid Clement. 


ce No, heaven be praiſed, my good 


friend !” replied Clara; © I have not yet even 
aſſumed the habit. My companion was only 
a boarder, that is, a priſoner; decoyed thither 
as perhaps you were, and, like you, too late 
found it more difficult to get out than into 
ſuch agreeable aſylums. However, God 
forbid all Convents ſhould reſemble that 


we have juſt quitted! I was educated in one 
which might have been conſidered as a pa- 


radiſe upon earth, in compariſon. But as 
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1 dare 275 you are anxious to know 4 little | 
more about us, therefore in three words E 
will tell you my ſtory. eee 
I am the fifth daughter af a RE FIRE, 
dinian family, whoſe greateſt boaſt is their 
origin; and as there was no chance, ſince 
was neither rich nor handſome, of my re- 
ceiving any matrimonial offers ſuitable to 
my birth, my parents choſe to dedicate me 
(much againſt my will) to God. The Nuns. 
who brought me up, - finding how averſe 
] was to the notion, did not chuſe I ſhould 
become a member of their Society. The 
Abbeſs of St. Mary, on the contrary, thought : 
ſhe was doing a very meritorious action 
in enforcing my parents' wiſhes, who left 
me no alternative; therefore a Nun I muſt 
have been, (though, believe me, I would 
not have taken the veil in the Monaſtery 
we have eſcaped from), if my kind friend, 
who became my companion about two 
months ſince, had not promiſed to provide 
for me if I could but plan and execute our 
5 joint eſcape. With ſome difficulty, and 
EEG thanks 


\ 
| 


5 | 76 WcISRnAS 5 7, 
thanks to your "after, good Sir, * 5 


once more at liberty; and I ſhall ever hold 


have always had the range of the houſe; be- 


Confeſſor s head, that a girl as poor as Job, 
and without a friend or acquaintance likely to 


: | leaving a. Cer tainty for an uncertainty. The 
room you found us in, had been mine till I 


and having, by means of my ear- hole, learned 


vent, I communicated my difcoyeries to 
her, and let her into many ſecrets ſhe was 
totally unacquainted with; induced her to 
run any riſk rather than remain where ſhe 
was, or obtain her releaſe by accepting a 
man ſhe deſpiſed. In order to talk over 
_ our intentions, and various other matters, I 
have for ſome time contrived to ſpend beſt 
part of the night in her apartment, There 
I was, 


myſelf bound to pray for you both. I had 
concerted the plan we have. ſo luckily -. 
put in execution, near a month ago, as 1 ? 


cauſe it never entered the Abbeſs's, or the 5 
| countenance ſuch a ſtep, ſhould think of ; 


was removed to make way for my friend; 


why ſhe had been brought into the Con- 


r » * _ * 


: te 
11 


1 * as OE this: evening, and. kia 
your ſecond conference with Father Bene-- 
diet my friend heard what paſſed before; 
| ſhe was convinced you was unjuſtly ac- 
cuſed, and I admired the ſpirit with which 
| you treated the old Monk, while ſhe was 
almoſt fainting with apprehenſions for your 
ſafety, knowing, by cruel experience, what 
that Reverend F ather, and our moſt- Reve- 
rend Abbeſs were capable of when. once 
they had got any poor ſouls of either ſex 
into their clutches. To oblige her, I muſ- 
tered courage enough to addreſs-you; and, 
the Lord be praiſed-! we On now at A _ 
to laugh at our paſt panics.” 
« ] cannot fancy we are ſafe yet, my 
mad- brained friends” CARTIER her en 
nion N 
« But depend upon it we - thall 10 before. 
daylight; my excellent ſpirits, and this 
ſuper-excellent cordial, will help us along,” 
« I am afraid, my lively friend, you are 
too ſanguine in your hopes,” replied Cle». 
ment, except Wwe meet with: fome con- 
veyance. 


At 


1 
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veyance. Thirty miles i is along way; hows | Y 

ever depend upon this, I will not quit you i 1 

till I am convinced you are out of danger. b 

1 certainly was, as you, Madam (turning to ft 

the moſt reſerved of his companions), _ A 

judged, very unjuſtly | accuſed . by Father 1 

Benedict, as I was in reality inveigled into 

5 the Convent for the baſeſt of purpoſes: fe 

however I truſt you, ladies, will find me a I; 

man of honour, both able and willing to n 

protect you. I firmly believe you have t 

ſaved my life; therefore only point out the 1 
beſt way can ſerve you, that I may be able 

| to convince you of my gratitude.” I 

e Pleaſe to remember, brave knight,” Z c 

rejoined Clara, * we could never have. I : 1 

| climbed the wall but for you; at all events, "M 

never have got down on the other fide; * 

but admitting we had, as we have not e 

three livres between us, we ſhould not have ® 

found the ſoldier ſo complaiſant as your { 

well-filled purſe made him, (I heard it | 


chink in his pocket while he was carrying 
the ladder). God help me! I never knew 
what 
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what it was to be miſtreſs of a louis-&'or . 
at one time yet; and my friend was kept as 
bare in that reſpect as I was, for fear ſhe 
ſhould have bribed ſome of our numerous. 
Argus's ; but ſhe has got plenty of baubles, 
which ſhe means to diſpoſe of at Geneva.“ 
e « You will both then, I hope, allow me, 
for the preſent, to become your banker, 
ladies. I can command any ſum the mo- 
ment we reach the place of our deſtination, 
though I literally gave away every ſhilling 
J had about me to the friendly ſoldier.” 2 
* You are much too obliging, Sir, re- 
plied Clara's companion, and muſt, I am 
convinced, from my lively friend's ac- 
count, think we literally meant to make 
you purchaſe that liberty we could not have 
obtained but for your aſſiſtance :—your pro- 
tection till we are out of danger of being 
overtaken, i is all we can accept, as, like your- 
ſelf, I can procure any money I may want, 
when fate within the walls of Geneva.” 


Clement 
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Clement felt the delicacy of this refuſal, 
and was the more anxious to ſee them in 
a al of ſecurity. | = 


They continued on as faſt as they ak = 
now and then applying to the bottle, hardly 
knowing whether they were in the right 
road till half paſt three, when Clement, 
from a remark he had made during his 
Journey the day before, was convinced they 
were near Annecy, which is about fifteen. 
miles from Chamberry, and nearly the fame 

diſtance from Geneva. The two ladies were 
obliged to acknowledge they were very 
much fatigued: — Clement hoped they ſhould 
ſoon find an inn; but his companions | 
dreaded the thoughts of being ſeen, ſuch 
figures as they muft appear; they ſhould 
certainly be ſtopped as ſuſpicious people. 
This was by no means improbable, Clement 
thought, and had ſome notion of diſcontinu- 
ing his Monk's dreſs, thinking he ſhould 
be more likely to gain admittance any 
where as an Engliſhman ; but he found it 
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fo comfortable, he was reſolved not to lay. 
it aſide till the laſt moment. 


It was at kenath ed he ſhould leave 
them in ſome dark corner, while he endea- 
voured to procure them a conveyance, no 
matter of what fort, ſo they were but 

moving forwards. : od 4 


But we ought to recolle& we are all 
three pennileſs * obſerved Clara; "i 
That is of no conſequence,” rephed 

Clement. If I can but get any one to 

| undertake the journey, it will be a very eaſy _ 
matter to raife money enough to pay them 

the moment we reach Geneva. But I am 
exceedingly | anxious about ſome friends 
I left at Chamberry, as I am fearful they 
may get themſelves into trouble 1n endea- 
YE to effect my liberation,” . 


ſmall hut by the road ſide; A dog began 
8 1 = 3 4206; 
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towards a ſort of ſtable- yard, where they 5 
perceived a light through the crevice : of 
a door. | x 
| Clement led his comparfions a few paces 
forward, and placed them as much out of 
the road as poſſible, while he returned alone 
to ſee if he could procure them a cart to 
purſue their journey in, or ſhelter in the 
houſe till he could get ſome ſort of a car- 
riage from Annecy. He was doubtful whe - 
ther or not to appear in his preſent diſ- 
guiſe ; but it was ſo very cold, and ſuch a 
heavy fog kept falling, he felt very loath to 
part with it;—it had already ſerved two 


therefore truſt to its efficacy once more. 


* 


Flle entered the yard, and ſpoke with kind- 
neſs to the dog, to keep him quiet; but 
he growled, and before he reached the door 
from whence he perceived the light, a 
| . ' A a 


— 
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[as bark, which made them direct their eyes 8 


good purpoſes, he reflected; he would 
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man put his heat out, calling the dog, and \ 
 enquiring who was there. 


- A friend, rephed . 
his voice; ©& good moreng, my ſon | You. 
are early chis Aorning.“ Ce 

« Yes, Father, I want to get home in 


time; 1 have another job waiting for me. 


I left Geneva the moment the gates were 


open yeſterday morning, with a party of 
_ Engliſh, whom I took to Chamberry, and 
got thus far upon my return before ſeven 
o'clock laſt night ;—that was not bad work. 
If I could have ſtopped at Chamberry 


till to- * [ need not have gone back 
empty.“ : | 


being here, and not knowing what time you 
might ſet off, as I underſtood you was in 


a hurry to get home, I came thus early to- 
enquire; for I have two daughters whom I 
want to ſend to Geneva, and I know I cannot 


mY them under the care of a beter = pong 1 


a True, my ſon; but I keand Pe your 


S \ x a 


egen 
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I have ſince been very ſorry for, as, I find, 


they are expected at a near relation's. of 


eight o'clock this morning.” 
«If they will give me twelbe liores, holy 


Father, I will promiſe you they ſhall now 


"4 


be in Geneva before the clock ſtrikes ; 


eight.“ 
8 They ſhall give you the ſum you men- 


tion, my ſon, upon condition you keep 

your word]; elſe they ſhall not be bound to 
give you more than half; though they are 
very able to pay my "ng i that was 


1 c 


6c very well, F . if they are ready, 1 85 | 
| will be off.“ 


e They ſhall be ready i in leſs than half an 


hour, my ſon ; and, not to take you out of 


the way, they ſhall be here by that time: 1 


left them getting up. Come, I will alfift 


- YOU 2 1 your e 


— « There 


They w were to have gone home laſt night; 
but I prevailed upon them to ſtay, which 
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40 There i is no o need, I am much obliged to 
you, Father; I ſhall be ready in time; do 
you go and fetch the ladies, but remember 
our agreement.“ | 

ce Perfectly, my 1 livres before 
eight, and only ſix after; and away Clement 
hurried, highly pleaſed: at e n 
ſo well. 


* 


His companions were not leſs rejoiced; 
but they were very ſorry when they learned 


he meant to return to Chamberry as ſoon 
as he had ſeen them i into the carriage. They 
both ſtrongly pointed out the danger he 
appeared to them to be wantonly i incurring; 


but finding it impoſſible to make him alter 
his reſolution, Clara only defired, ſhould he 
be queſtioned, or find himſelf in any diſ- 


agreeable fituation, he would ſwear he 
eſcaped alone; it would then be in his 
power to turn * tables 1 Father Be- 
nedict. CRE, 5 2 
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Clement told them he muſt be ited by. 
circumſtances ; ; but he ſhould certainly not 
acknowledge being privy to their cleape,,. 
He then deſired they would proceed tothe.” 


Balances, a large inn at Geneva; and, mould . 


the landlord make any difficulty in paying 


their voiturin, requeſted they would eoquire 175 


if there were not ſome ſervants there bes 


| longing to an Engliſh N obleman. 


_ S 1 


affirmative,” he proceeded, .*f therefore. aſk 


for one of them named Watſon ;. ſhew him 


this, (putting his watch into Clara's- hands), 
and tell him the perſon you received it 


©. dx 
M 


3 ©. 
% * 
* 


« You will 33 be anſwered in the 12 ö 


from, deſired he would pay for your carriage, | 


provide you with an apartment, and any 
thing elſe you may want; and depend upon 


Wein me before the gates are ſhut this even- 


ing.“ 


good friend,” ſaid Clara, and certainly 


not leave Geneva till we have once more 
| renewed . 


« We will obey all your injunctions, my 


I) eo 2 a A 
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N renewed our thanks for your kind; protec- 
tion. Heaven ſend you ſafe back from 
1 Chamberry ! Once upon Geneva ground, 

| we are out of danger; but I ſhall not be x 
15 | easy till convinced you are at an equal 5 0 : 
if diſtance from Father Benedict.“ = 
Never fear, my lively friend; without 

. . the Convent walls, J have little to fear from 
the immaculate Confeſſor. But I will ſtep . 
back, and hu rry the voiturin; you are to 


. era up on the road, FO know I told -- if 
ou.“ 5 1 
e We ſhall ſoon have nothing to fear, 4 


| Sir,” ſaid Clara's companion. But how, - - | 
"ll fince yauare determined to return, will you * 
ever be able to reach Chamberry?“ 
« Oh, I can walk back if that is all, my 
dear Madam ; bnt ſhould I find myſelf too 
much fatigued, it is but throwing off my 
Monk's dreſs, and I am ſure of being ae- 
commodated with poſt horſes any where. 
Do not give yourſelves a moment I concern 1 
about me, I requeſt,” 3 


Ll 
| 
ö 
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He found the coachman in a great buſtle 5 
to ſecure the ſix livres, which depended 
upon his being at Geneva before eight; 


and while he was bridling his horſes, Cle- 
ment perceived another miſerable beaſt be- 


fides the three belonging to the voiturin 


ſtanding in the farther corner of the — 
and aſked whoſe it was. 8 


ec The landlord's, F ather,” was the rePly- 


He had now a notion of hiring the ani- 


mal to carry him back, but was afraid the 


propoſal would lead to ſo many enquiries, 
that he ſhould excite ſuſpicion, and therefore 
reſolved not to mention his wiſhes till the 


ladies were off. The landlord did not chuſe 


to get up to take the money, which the 
coachman promiſed to pay next time he 
came through. 


Clement's companions were very near; 


he therefore ſoon handed them into this 


* | 1 really : 
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cally comfortable machine, and prdnidhic, — . 
2) a whiſper, to meet them again before even- 


g g, ſaw them drive away with the moſt 


heartfelt ſatisfaction. we. 


Hie then returned to the ſtable; he had 
made friends with the dog, and foon ſaddling * 
the horſe with an old * which he had re- 


marked in the corner, at all riſks led 
the beaſt out of the yard, not doubting but 


he ſhould be able to ſatisfy the owner in 
ſome reſpect or other; therefore inſtantly 
mounted, and ſet off as hard as he could 
upon his return. The horſe was perfectly 


acquainted with the road; and Clement > 


gave him his head, while he exerciſed the 


halter he rode him with, inſtead of a whip 


to urge him forward. 

Finding he was anxious to ſtop at a ſmall 
hut within a mile of Chamberry, Clement 
ſuffered him to pleaſe himſelf; he immediately 


made towards a ſtable door, which his rider 755 | 
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opened, and leaving him there, proc, 5 
on foot towards the gates, which he . 5 
only a few minutes before the bridges were 
SR let qown, when. Meredith ruſned paſt him. 
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. Having chus brought his ſtory down to 
the preſent moment, we ſhall return to 
6] thoſe gentlemen. © „„ 
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